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WEST AFRICA. [January *j 


CONFIDENTIAL. ' Skcik.k 1. 


[530] No-1. 

Mr. Bryce to Sir Edward Grey—{Received January 4, 1912.) 

(No. 6. Africa.) 

Sir, IFasAinpfoa, December 26* 191L 

WITH reference to your despatches Nos, 14 and 15, Africa, of the 30th June 
and 21st July respectively, and to your telegram No, 2, Africa, of the 21st November 
last, regarding an international loan to Liberia, I have the honour to transmit here 
Copy of a note which I have to-day received from the Secretary of State, enclosing a 
copy of the final revise of the agreement for the Government Refunding Loan* in the 
form in which it was approved by the Legislature of Liberia, and signed by the 
President of that Republic on the 18th ultimo., 

I have, &€. 

JAMES BRYCE, 


Enclosure in No, 1. 

Mr, Knox to Mr, Bryce. 

Excellency, Department of State, December 21, 1911. 

REFERRING to previous correspondence with reference to the negotiation of a 
loan for the rehabilitation, of the finances of Liberia, I take pleasure in transmitting 
herewith, for the information of your Government, and m a substitute for all 
preceding proofs, a copy of the final revise of the agreement for Government 
Refunding Loan, in the form in which it was approved by the Legislature of Liberia, 
and signed by the President of that Republic on the ISth ultimo. 

The department has found it necessary to introduce into the 1)ankers 1 agreement 
a number of changes in order to ensure the cordial approval of all the Governments 
concerned in the Customs receivership to be established as security for the loan. 
Besides the changes which were made necessary by the increase of the amount of the 
loan to 1 t 7G0,Q0G dollars, several changes in form were made which have the effect 
of making the receiver's advisers of the general receiver in a more intimate sense 
than was contemplated by the original agreement and by the " Loan Act of 1911.'* 
The Liberian Government has appointed as general receiver, Mr, Reed Paige 
Clark, who axugets shortly to leave the United States for his post. 

It is thought that the conclusion of the contract for the Joan will be completed 
in the near future* when your Government will be asked for its formal acquiescence 
in the agreement, and for the appointment of its receiver under Hie terms of the 
contract 

I have, &c. 

P. C. KNOX. 


[2341 1] 


Not pritJtech 




















[Tlua Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.] 


WEST AFRICA. 


[Matvli :>0. • 


CON I 'IPEN TIA I . 


AUCTION 2. 


[11917] No. 1- 

Colon in' Office If) horr’ij’i Office .— 1 iOreirrtf March 20.) 

Sir, Dtiwning Street, Match 20,1912. 

I AM directed by Mr* S cere taw Harcuurt Ni acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 11th instil lit with regard to the state of alTairs on the frontier between Liberia 
And Sierra Leone and to transniil . for tin- cons id era lion id' Secret in \ Sir Ed wain ' rvey, 
tfpy of a farther despatch from the governor of that colony, covering additional 
reports with regard to the conduct nf the Liberian authorities. 

2. Mr. Hareourt has addressed to the governor a telegram* of which - paraphrase 
^ enclosed* conveying the purport of the telegram to the acting British consul-general 
Monrovia,, in the terms of which concurrence was expressed by the letter from this 
office of tin* 12th instant. It will, however, be necessary to give Sir E. Merc wet her 
definite instructions as to the action id be taken to prevent th c> mt [nuance of outrages 
^nhin territory considered to be British, 

It. Mr Harcourt would, therefore. suggest to Sir Id ward Grey that the Liberian 
Government should be informed that, unless Lomax, Cooper and Morris, are withdrawn 
Within it period of. say. ten days, the Governor of Sierra Leone will Im? instructed to 
°ccupy the territory da lined by this country with a force adequate to deal with any 
aggr.’ssion from the Liberian side, and in*case of such aggression to follow the 
Aggressors into Liberian territory so far as maybe necessary to deprive i hem of the 
P^wer of further aggression. 

1. The period of ten days is suggested provisionally as time will be required for 

Liberian CiOTemmeut to conimunicate with tlieir officers. It might be pro I arable 
to leave the determination of the period to the Governor ol Sierra Leone, who should 
instructed to be in readiness to move as large a force as possible of the \\ eat 
Alrican Frontier Force at the moment the time allowed has expired* 1 am to add 
Ihtit the troops available are ample to deal with the Liberian forces, 

5. Sir Edward Grey will no doubt, consider whether it is desirable that any 
communication should he made to the Government i f the Luited States of America. 

I am, &0- 

JOHN AN DEL SON. 


Enclosure I in No. L 

(iQtfmor Sir F, Merewether to Mr, Harcourt. 

(ConfidentiaL i 

Freetown, February 27, 1012. 

II 1TH reference to my telegrams of the 21st and SHith instant, l have the honour 
** transmit lor your information copies of reports from Major Cowie, dated the 19th 
ail£ ! 2itli instant" which were forwarded to me by telegraph from Dura. 

■ -- The attitude of the Liberian Government is totally incomprehensible. The 

j'lndury was settled by the convention of Hie 21st January, 11)1 L and each Govern- 
rfl du. has appointed commissioners to carry out the demarcation ol the boundary as 
Agreed upon ; but no sooner does the commission commence work, th in n. party oi 
, Ji ‘rian troops remove the cairns erected by them, and when the Liberian eom- 
| JJ jissioii<!r protests against this outrage, the officer in command at the troops calmly 
forms him that the boundary marked out by the commission is not the proper 

r y ■ 

j. This reduces the work of the commission tea pure force* and 1 have therefore 
'reeled Major Cowrie to suspend work, pending the receipt of instructions from you. 
eonsiden/d ibis course preferable to sending up a company of the West Airman 
■"'luicy Force, Ur* suggested by Major Cowie, as a demonstration of force might have 
precipitated the very incidents which Major Cowie was anxious to avoid, 

I The Honourable 0, LK B. King, attorney general under the Inst administration, 
Juc now Seereiarv of State, arrived in Freetown on tin* 29th ultimo with Mr. I 1 we. 
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the commissioner appointed to succeed Mr* Cooper in North-west Liberia. On 
the following day ! had an interview with Mr* King 1 and Mr. Twe, at which the 
acting colonial secretary (Mr* Evelyn) and Dr. Maxwell were present, and pertain 
points were discussed. The proceedings were very amicable, and Mr. King professed 
to he quite satisfied with the conclusions arrival at, I enclose* for your informal ion, 
a note which 1 took of the points discussed, T may add that Mr. King dined at 
Government House the same evening, and in the course of conversation he admitted to 
Mr. Evelyn that Mr. Cooper was entirely to blame for the trouble on the frontier, 

o. Mr. King informed me that the President had decided to recall both Colonel 
Lomax awl Mr. Cooper, and Dial he was going tip to the boundary for that purpose 
and to instal Mr. Twe as commissioner, Mr* King left Freetown on the 8th instant 
and lias not yet returned, nor, as far as I am aware, have Colonel Lomax and 
Mr. Cooper left the frontier district. 

8* From the references to Mr. King in Major Oowie’s reports, it would appear 
either that the Liberian Government ha vo no real intention of removing Colonel lx>max 
and Mr. Cooper, or that the latter have refused to leave, which ! believe to be quite 
possible. It is becoming increasingly plain that the Liberian Government have no 
real control over their officers outside Monrovia and that the latter pay little or no 
attention to the instructions given by the Government, if they ever receive them. 
The Government admit that they arp unable to send official communications through 
their own territory, and they consequently have to be sent viA Freetown. 

7* Mr. King's attitude towards .Mr. Barnes is quite inexplicable. The latter was 
appointed by ihe lain President (Mr. Hsirelayi r a copy of whose letter to me I enclose 
for your information, and yet Mr* King* apparently without any reference to his 
Government, has ordered Mr* Barnes to oe,ase working with the c« m mission, w hi eh 
Mr. Barnes has very naturally refused to do. From what i have seen of hirtti 
Mr. Barnes, who is a West Indian hy birth appears to he an honest man and has for 
that reason incurred the hostility of Colonel Lomax, Mr* Cooper and other Liberian 
officers. Major C'owic states that there is nu foundation fur Mr. Kings accusations of 
disloyalty against Mr. Barnes, and 1 am quite prepared to believe this. 

8* 1 am unable to credit (be rumour mentioned by Major Cowie that Mr. King or 
the Liberian Government intend to appoint Colonel Lomax as boundary commissioner 
in Mr. Barnes" place, they must he aware that, after all that has occurred, His 
Majesty’s Government would never accept such an appointment, and that it would he 
nothing loss than an insult even to propose it* In ihit connection, l may mention 
that Mr* Cooper has been acting an a boundary commissioner although I personally 
informed the Liberian Minister* when he called im me in Freetown* that he would not 
be ii persona tjrntn^ 

0* It is difficult to imagine what the Liberian Government expect to gam by their 
present line of action, and ] can only surmise that there is some influence ai work of 
which I know nothing. 

10. k view of the circumartances indicated above, l submit that it is not consistent 
with the dignity of His Majesty’s Government to take further part in proceedings* 
which are a pure farce and that strong action should be taken to exact reparation from] 
the [jberian Government for the outrages which have been committed and to bring i 
them to a sense of their treaty obligations, After what has happened* it is quite 
impossible to place any reliance upon any official assn ranees which they may give 

I t. As I have pointed out in my telegram of the 2flth mutant, the British Boundary 
Commissioners have to he paid although work bus been suspended, and a claim should, 
in my opinion !» made on the Libemn Government for any extra expense to which 
this Government may he pul hy tins delay* 

1 have, &c. 

K. M. MEREWETHER. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 

Major Count to Colonial Spercinryf t Sierra Lrn nr, 

FOB some days past Liberian troops have been couct* lit rating in the vicinity 
of the boundary between Sierra Leone ami Liberia which is af present being 
demarcated. The troops number at least KHL 

± On the 18th instant, when going in another direction, l received a report to 
the effect that a cairn in a northerly direction,, and nearly all iIujbc erected hy the 
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boundary Commissioners on the River G bondeug, close to Gballau, were destroyed ou 
the night of Dir I7lli instant hy parties numbering roughly about fifty each* 

3, in addition to this report a report was brought, in by native® from Hie Liberian 
side of the boundary to the effect that the Liberian troops Intended to destroy all the 
cairns and to cut down the marked trees. 

An inspection was made of the other cairns In the vicinity, and one was found to 
he partially destroyed. 

I I have not seen any Liberian troop®, hut l have received authentic information 
that troops are being collected at. Fova* 

5. Mr* Barnes* in my absence* proceeded with a strung escort to the Gbaliau 
G&irn and found that it was totally destroyed, Large numbers of armed natives met 
him at the village, and after much discussion he was allowed tn enter ihe village, 

h* The headman of the village had been ill-treated bj the Liberian troppajmt be 
himself had not interfered with the cairn* The headman reported that the Li Iberian 
troops had returned to Foya. 

7. Mr. Barnes* on his return, sent the following letter to Foya :— 

* fo the Lieutenant in charge . toy lo-Librium DeftmUuti&ft Com mission, 

“ £ *f i he Barracks at Key a ’ 11 Kv mttfa, February IB, 1 y 12* 

II It Inis come to my knowledge to-day that Liberian troops l mm your station 
totally destroyed a certain boundary ifinrk yesterday afternoon in the Gbondeng (.reek. 
The homular y mark in quest ion Unci been orected by the Anglo-Liberian eummissioners 
yffio arc engaged in the delimitation o! the 1’imge and Tengen sections of the work. 
M ill you let me know at once if the troops acted under your orders; and* it so, what 
authority you have to order Liberian troops to take down marks put up by His 
gritaunic Majesty's lb-mo location Commissioners, with the consent of the Director of 
Public Works of the Liberian Republic, who » a commissioner Tor the Liberian 

Republic. 

“If the troops have acted ns stated on their own initiative or by your instruction, 
you will send them buck ac quickly as possible to have tire cairn erected, and report 
Bic same to me. fu case of failure to comply with this letter, steps will be token 
a £*Uist von which will result unpleasantly to you. 

Ejjuestqki Barnes.' 

8. On. my relurji to camp 1 sent a party who re-erected the boundary mark, ihe 
°®rporal of tfeV West Africa Frontier Force in charge of the party reported that there 
wepe large numbers of Liberian troops at Gballau: that war-home were being blown; 
,J,l| d that the natives were excited- Fortunately no shots were lired, 

B This morning Mr* Barnes received the following letter from Foya: — 

j\f lv Barries, 

“ Simply a few lines Hope you is well. 

11 First, you will excuse. 

* u Second, troops did not go to tlballau hy order* 1 myself went with the troops 
Ceau^ this is not the boundary. 

“ Mr* Bame®* if you think that is the boundary you can go yourself* 1 went 
myself, and if you think it desirable that steps should be taken against me, l 
Uni willing to allow it. Nothing more to say. j 

“ Morris, Officer in charge of Fogad 

j 10. It. is dear that Morris is determined to stop the work now being done by the 
ountlary commissioners by force of arms. 

. It. My escort k too weak to protect the boundary commissioners and patrol the 
K ‘ Un dery* in view of the strength of the Liberian troops. 

. 7“. One company of W e4 Africa Frontier Force with officers k much required ou 

- s l )[ d, and sanction is roq nested for this. 

13. 1L inlorcements will he scat here at. once* 

It. The situation yesterday was very bad. 

b>. The Liberian troops carry loaded firearms, and a regrettable incident may 
^Ottr ^ any moment 

10. 1 suggest thm steps should he taken bv both Governments to remove Morris 
baud him over lo His Majesty’s Government for safe custody until they have 
their contempt i also that if further inroads are made into British territory* 
[2414 U — 2] 132 









Foya should he occupied by Rritiih 1 1 ‘ci^o].s until the wort now being done by ihe 
bound&rv commissioners has been completed., and an apology for making an inroad 
into British territory bus been received. 

17. I cannot help thinking that Moms is receiving support from elsewhere. 

Kamalu, February 19, 101 2* 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

Major Comic to Colonial Secretory, Sierra Leone. 

YOUR two telegrams received. Barnes cnmmutiieftterl with King same day but 
King has not sent acknowledgment of message, and incident ignored toy him, which 
he must be thoroughly aware of. 

Work suspended in accordance with instructions from governor, Barnes has 
been informed of his telegram. Kinj has ordered Bernes to leave Demarcation 
Commission. Barnes refused to do this and asked King to meet him here. 

King has now written and accused Barnes of disloyalty, and urges President, of 
Republic by wife to recall Barnes from Demo real ion Commission. 

Request that strong steps should he taken to prevant this. 

There are rumours of appointment of Cot on ft Lomax. In that case work quite 
hopeless, 

'With Barnes, work in hand satisfactory, provided he is not interfered with, Barnes 
absolutely loyal tn Government of Liberia. Attitude of other officials of Government 
of Liberia hen 1 warrants iielief that they wish work in hand of Demarcation Com¬ 
mission to he stopped. Am writing. 

Kamalu t February 2 k 15)12, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Interview* uith the Secretary of State for the Republic of Libert" on January 30, 1912, 

Present: 

His Excellency the Governor. 

The Honourable the +Svcrctary of State. 

Mr. D, Two. 

The Honourable the Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The District Commissioner, Railway District, 

Point# Raised, 

1. If the towns attacked were ** neutral 51 (i>., if they were claimed by both sides) 

the West African Frontier Force bad no right to occupy them. 

Reply* —Behhi is tiot a neutral town. It is Eli the Ktmyo Hdefdom, which has 
been recognised as British. Even if ii were a neutral town, the Liberians, by burning 
Kntnag'bodti, violated the agreement made by Mr, William* with Captain Lc Mesurier f 
and the West African Frontier Fom* were justified in taking steps to protect other 
neutral towns from similar treatment. 

2. Tengea chiefs crossed over into British territory, and ou their return to 

Liberian territory, erected stockades and resisted Colonel Lomax and 
Mr. Cooper. Ihe Liberian Government assume that they were 
encouraged by British officers to foment disturbances in Liberian 
territory. 

Reply .—This is pure surmise mi the part of the Liberian Government. They 
have no evidence to support their assumption, and (he district commissioner states 
that there is no inundation whatever for it. In view of tribal and family lies. it. is 
quite possible that Tftngea chiefs may have come over into British territory, hut it 
would be impossible to stop this, and the suggestion Hint British territory has been 
made a point d'appui by Liberian chiefs for attacks on the Liberian authorities i* 
cm | d i a t i c a 11 y rej > u dialed. 


5 


r 


"b A a the Liberian Government, with a view to avoiding friction and causes of 
disagreement in the future, have agreed to recall Colonel Lomax and 
Mr, Cooper, they hope that, the Sierra Leone Government will see their 
way to changing the officer on their side of the boundary (i.r. T Captain 
Le Meiurier). 

Rtyfa—The disagreements are entirely duo to the arbitrary and unreasonable 
attitude assumed by Mr, Cooper, and his repudiation alike of the agreement of the 
15th May and of the undertakings given by his predecessor. As long a* Mr. Williams 
ttas on the Liiwrian ride of the frontier, he and Captain Le Mesurier worked together 
taoM amicably and harmoniously, and in strict accordance with the agreement of the 
taili May, This proves that Mr. Cooper was solely to blame for the disturbances 
wiucli occurred. 

Mr, King was informed, however, that (upturn Le Mesurier would he acting 
^district commissioner, railway district, for five months, and would be at Kennoma, 
j LVh ich is 45 miles from the frontier. When the district commissioner returns, 
baptai lt Lc Mesurier himself will go on leave. 

L As .Mr. Two (the new Liberian commissioner) is only passing through Sierra 
Leone to go to his district, the Secretary of State asks that his personal 
elTeets may he passed through the customs free of duty. 

Agreed to. 

5. Tim Secretary of State asked that, in view ot the difficulty of communicating 
with their north-west boundary through Liberia u territory, the Government 
of Sierra Leone would assist- the Government of Liberia by forwarding 
from Freetown telegrams and despatches addressed to Liberum officers, 

Reply ,—The Liberian Government have a consul at Freetown and t here seems to 
_ >e no reason why lie should not undertake the Forwarding of correspondence. In 

of any special difficulty, the Governmen! I Sierra Leone would he perfect3 v 
***9 to assist 


Enclosure 0 in No. L 

President of Liberia to Governor of Sierra Leone. 

jj. 

I ^Jleucy* MfHlraffia* November H, 19 LL 

^ III IS will lie presented by Mr. .)* Edmestone Barnes, director of public works, 
for >- s sent to Sierra Leone as a member of the local Delimitation Commission 

Ho irking the now boundary between Sierra Leone and Liberia as arranged by the 
Arabic t.\ D. E K ing, during his late mission to the colony of Sierra Leone on 
of the Liberian administration, with reference to these matters. 

I have, ike. 

ARTHUR BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 6 in No. L 

Mr, Harcaurt to Governor Sir E. Mor&toethm, 

®^%ja.phic.) P- Downing Street. March 11. 1912, 

to p R telegrams 26th February * 31st February. Foreign Office are telegraphing 
thei-N■ ® s Majesty's Government will occupy and administer such territory as 
b 'bink proper and will require reparation fur insult. 
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[12261] No* 1. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office. — (Rcc< iced March 22.) 

Sir, Downing Street^ March 21,1012. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for 
the information of Sir E. Grey, with reference to letter from tlio Colonial Office o! 
tin 20th March, a copy of a rle'-jmtch from Governor* Sierra Leone, transmitting 
further reports on the subject of the situation on the Sierra Lcone-LIberian frontier, 

I am, &c, 

G* V. FLDDES, 


Enclosure l in No. 1. 

GhrerfiGr Sir E. Mercmthrr to Mr* Hareoart. 

JConMentjil.) 

Sir, Sierra Lconf, March G, 1912* 

JX continuation of my Confidential despakdi of the 27tb ultimo, 1 have the 
bunour to transmit herewilh. for your in formation, copies of two further reports from 
-Major Cowie relating to the interference by Liberian troops witli the work of the 
uouiijdiary commission, 

2, The Jlrst report is in great part a repetition of his former reports. I have 
^ready informed you that 1 did not consider it desirable, under the circumstances, to 
®?id more troops to the boundary, and 1 fear that Major Cowic’s proposals for getting 
of Lieutenant Morris and bis “secretary " arc too drastic, 

*1 The second report is practical]y a defence of Mr. Barnes against the charges 
Culminated against him by Mr. King, While I cannot help sympathising with 
-Mr, Barnes in his extremely difficult position, I urn doubtful as to how far it is the 
(ut y of the British commissioners or this Government to fight bis bnttlrsjubh the 
Liberian Government. The fact that, last year he was bred at by Liberian soldiers 
^plains his preference for the British side of the boundary, and throws an interesting 
^ght on the state of things in Liberia at present* 

-1. It h worthy Of note that Mr. Barnes’s letter to Mr. King has not been 
tjfcknoulodged, and 1 understand that the messenger who took it and who is a 
British subject has not returned. Mr. Barnes believes that he is being detained 
gainst his will. The fact that the cairn was removed by Lieutenant Morris after 
" ia visit in Mr. King is suspicious, but there is no evidence to show that he was 
^tructed by Mr, King to do so. 

§* Reports of tortures inflicted on natives by Liberians are common, and Colonel 
jAmax is accused of having murdered several chiefs in cold blood with Iris own 
1 am endeavour mg to obtain evidence with regard to this. 

G. Tin- prerent position is peculiar. Mr. Twe has been appointed in Mr. Cooper s 
TO but Mr. King, who is at present at Kolahun near Urn boundary, ha§ sent him 
; J ^k to Monrovia on some pretext or other, and Mr* Cooper is still in the district 
removal of Cooper and Lomax should be atmngly insisted on. Either they 
to 0 w King, who has no force to coerce them, or they have won him over 
u> their side, 

I have, &<?, 

E* M, MEREWETHER. 


[2411 y—I] 


H 




















2 


Enclosure! 2 in No, 1. 

Major Co nip to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

gj r Kaavthiy February 21, 1012. J 

1 SENT via. Knilaun and Dam two telegrams addressed to vou—one from 
Mr. Barnes, the chief Liberian commissioner, and one from myself, (be context ofj 
wlii eli was as follows ;— 

" Colonial Secretary p 

Jh For days past Liberian troops have been concentrating on the frontier i J1 
the vicinity of this commission's work : strength at least 100 men. Yesterday (lBfcji 
when on my wny elsewhere It was reported to me that the most northerly cairrti 
erected on the Gboiideng stream close to Gbaliflii hy this commission, Imd bdfl 
drstriiyed the night before by a party of Liberian soldiers about fifty strong, and J 
verbal message readied me, brought by a native of Liberia, that the Liberian soldier 
intended to destroy the other cairn and cut down the marked trees. I inspected tlijj 
other cairns in the vicinity, and found one partly destroyed, I saw no Liberia 1 * 
soldiers, but received authentic information that they wore collecting at Faya, 

"Mr* Barnes, in my absence, with the greater part nf my escort, pvocectiedII 
view the Glial hit I cairn—it had been completely destroyed. He was met u? the villag* 
Ijv :i large number of armed natives. After much discussion lie was allowed into thu 
village} the headman hi formed him that he had been tied to a post and ill-treated bri 
the Liberian soldiers, and that he himself had not interfered with the cairn; tU« 
soldiers had returned to Eo-va* 

" Mr. Barnes on hia return here sent the following letter to Faya:-— 

" * A n cj to - X iberta n Dc Iim ita t io n (*am m iss'i on, 

" 4 Sir, “ < Kaitalu y February IB, 1912* 

tJ Mi has come to my knowledge to-day that soldiers of the republic from your 
station (Foya) went and took down a certain boundary mark yesterday afternoon ia 
the Gbondeng creek, which said mark had been creeled by the Anglo-Liberia 
boundary commissioners who are engaged in the delimitation of thu Tmp and Ten$® 
sections of the work. 

" 1 Will yon let me know at once if these soldiers have done so by your order* 
and, ir so. bv what authority you possess to order soldiers of the republic to take den' 11 
marks put tip by If is Britannic Majesty’s chief commissioner with the consent of th 1 ’ 
Director of Public Works for the republic—the Liberian commissioner. 

" ■ if the soldiers have done so on their initiative or by your instructions, you wall 
m’ 1 nd them back as quickly as possible to have the cairn erected and report the same t” 
m **, Your failing to comply with this letter will cause me to take stops against v< Jtl 
that may not be very pleasant, 

li * I have. &c. 

‘ J. Eohoxstone Bails *8, C.E., M.E., D.F.W., ILL. j 
“‘The Ucutenant in charge of the Barrack at Foya: 

*+On my return to camp I sen! a party, who re-erected the cairn; the corpora 
reported a large force of Liberian soldiers in G bulbil* war horns blowing and grew 
excitement—fortunately no shot was fired. 

u Ibis morning M r. Barnes received the following reply 

'“Dear Mr Barney "'Foya, February 19,1912. j 

“ 1 Simply a few lines—hope you is well. 
uf First, excuse, 

" k Second, the soldiers did not go there by the order: myself went with tk* 
soldiers* Why 1 did so because there is not the boundary, Mr. Barnes, if you thii'* 
iWm is the boundary go there you self. I went there iny.se]f, ami if you want to ink* 
a action against me i am willing to allow you. Nothing more to say* 

‘ '* Ucfipectlnlly, 

‘“{For Lieutenant lv -1. Morris. Officer in charge for Foya Barrack), 

“'J, D, B. Moiiltis, Secretary, 


n 


It ls dear that this Lieutenant Morris is. determined to stop the commission s 
work by armed interference ; my escort is too weak, in view of the strength of the 
Liberians, to protect the commissioners and patrol the boundary j a company with its 
officers is required to he on the spot, and I request sanction will be given for this 
reinforcement to proceed here at once. 

“The situation yesterday was critical; ihe Liberian soldiers carry.loaded firearms, 
and a regrettable incident may occur at any momcivt 

“ I suggest that steps be taken hv the Governments concerned to remove the 
Morrises and have both of them handed over to the British Government tor safe 
custody and until thev have purged their contempt—also, Hint if a furl her insult is 
offered to Great Britain, that Foya be occupied by British troops until this commission's 
work is completed and an apology received for this gross insult. I cannot help 
thinking that Lieutenant Moms is being supported elsewhere; his conduct otherwise 
is inexplicable. —Major Cowie, it is Britannic Majesty'a Chief Commissioner* 

“ Kamtu, February 19, 11112/' 

These telegrams reached Darn yesterday, and should have been with you the same 
Morning, 

The situation at present is quiet, work h proceeding, hut die tension may increase 
as the line passes Foya ; developments will be reported to you at once. I am of 
opinion that determined action will remove all obstacles; the increased escort is 
absolutely necessary T but I intended in my telegram to say that a whole comjianv is 
squired, but not in addition to the present escort* 

There has been no friction whatsoever between Mr, Barnes and the two British 
f'ommissioners, Mr, Cooper, the assistant Liberian commissioner, has absented 
bituscll'for practtcaUy the whole time, I Lear that he has bten removed from his 
district, but this is due, I believe, loan investigation which Mr. King, ■ 4 ♦Secrete ry of 
^kiteF Las been making into Mir case of iLc alleged robbery of an .Assyrian of some 
^00/. Mr, King is now at Kolalum, not far from here, and 2CH> Liberian soldiers are 
teported to he with him. 

, l will endeavour to find out where Mr. Cooper is sent to from Tengca ; I hear a 
4ir. Twe relieves him, 

1 have, &c. 

ERNEST L. COW1 E t llh BriUmnic Majesty's 

Ohiof Cominitisionrti Jnylo-Liberian 
Boundary Commission. 


Enclosure H in No. L 


Major Come to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone* 


Kamalu, February 22, 1912* 

. I BEG to forward in you herewith a copy of a letter received to day by 
iIr * from Mr, Secretary of State King. 

r 2. Mr. King ordered Mr, Barnes to suspend his work here and proceed to 
AolahuiL Mr. Barnes refused to do so, and suggested that Mr* King should 
cuine here. 


ohse 


E As regards the charges Mr. King makes, T wis.li to make the followin 
Nations 


* (E) This consultation took place before the Full commission, and 1 possess the 
^nhrnl list of towns claimed by Urn Tengca chief, Mr. Humes has had many iuter- 
Vl ews with this and other chiefs— the last tme being but a tew days ago. 
j (2.) This is not true* Mr. Barnes, who is aged 53, has done a great dea I late 
J e ni>t been so active ms he had a severe fall when descending Bindi mba Mountain. 
1 '* won 1 1 noting that Mr Cooper, the Liberian assistant commissioner, never 
° ome f wear the scene of work* 

(■') The members of the commission remain together in order to facilitate The 
vork 5 they have never camped more than half-a-milc frora the nearest point of the 
uou&dary.' i suggested tu Mr. Cooper that, as lie was averse to living on the British 
5^* be should camp in the nearest, Liberian village. The com forte of his home at 
have proved too great; he lias always refused to leave it, except fora night or 
[2414 y— 82 
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two on hvo occasion-, ft i> worthy of note to state here that Mr* Jinnies, whilst Sjj 
work last year in Liberia, was deliberately fired at in broad daylight by a squad f 
Liberum soldiers j lie does nut n Esli to repeat this experience. 

(k) A Mr. I 1 wo did arrive here two days ago* but {ts he could not produce hi 1 
letter of appointment Mr* Karnes dedined to discuss matters with him* t would ah 
add that I have Had no notification of the withdrawal of Mi\ Cooper from thj 
commission, though Ike has been absent from the work since 2^tli January; ho h l! 
been at Foya for practically the whole time. Mr, Two did not meet the Britiij 
commissioners from the reason that: they were out at work during the whole day an» 
Mr. Twe left before they returned. 

As to the list of towns reported to have been handed over to the British, it 
worthy of notice that no names arc mentioned, This accusation is pure falsehood; 
onlv one village was in dispute, and when mention was made that its name was not 
in the original list of towns claimed l>v the Ten gen. chief, Mr Cooper said that at t he 
time hunger had effected the chiefs memory. The ease was hoard in open court- 
and it was very dearly proved ihnt the village (Kolu) had always paid trihnh t■ - tli* 
Chief of fungi-Lelc. 

The diflicuUy of the towns has not so fur proved an obstruction ; it is tlic Tam 
lands which have caused the delay, the Foya, chief actually claiming farms ns fur .nva;' 
as Kahuna* 

(5.) The meanness concerning the question of carriers I pass by, but even hem 
Mr. King is wrong ; the president's letter says ** if not already engaged.” 

0\. I The 11 postscriptum** is simply ludicrous. 'Hie point at which the demitf' 
cation was started was chosen after consultation with Dr. Maxwell, C.M*G, t :uJ« 
Captain Le Mesurier. 

1 7.) The essence of all this trouble is Mr. Cooper. He has done every thing l 3f ; 
can to stop the work, constantly objecting to the British commissioners crossing tSp* 
boundary when engaged on the work of tlic commission, &e. Mr* Cooper, who ; 
really making the accusations against Mr. Karnes. twenty-one days ago hud the head¬ 
man, who is an aged and grey-Haired native, of Gballau, 1 mile from hero, slung on <| 
|tcile by his tied hands and ankles and so suspended in the air for a considerable Linv 
The torture mus thave been intense, and the punishment was inflicted because some *'• 
the Gballaii people run over to the British side of the frontier. The officer wbP 
destroyed the cairn is an officer serving under Mr. Cooper* 

I attach n copy of a telegram I have sent to you* It should reach you to-morrow- 
Mr. Karnes, on my advice* wrote explaining the whole incident—destruction of cairri^ 
to Mr. King on the flay it occurred* Mr* King has never acknowledged the letter, 
lias detained Mr. Karnes’s messenger. Mr. Kings letter is evidently an attempted 
counter-stroke, and as Mr. Cooper was with Mr. King for some days before the cain 
was destroyed* to my mind M r* King must have been aware as to what Mr. CoopePj 
assistant was about to do. 

Having received possession of the Cola Forest and 4,000/, it appears the determine^ 
purpose eif the Liberians to stop the demarcation of the frontier—for what reason * 
cannot say, 

I have, Ac. 

ERNEST L* COW IE, Hi$ Britannic Majesty's 
Chief Commissioner, Aiujh-JJherittn 
Bovndary Commissiotu 


L You do not consult with the paramount chief of Totigea country with regard to 
the towns which have been long known to lie within the boundary which divides his 
country from the Tungi or K ituiyo chiefdom; 

S. You do not accompany the British commissioners into the bush when they go 
h> take their observations. &o,, but rather remain in the town, and upon their return 
iu the evenings take fmm them what report they may submit to you, 

3. That you absolutely refuse to take up quarters on the Lilnsrian side of the 
boundary,]) nt rat her persist in remaining on the oilier side of t lie border with the British 
remmusstoners, thereby embarrassing the [jammount chief of Tengea as well as our 
district com in kroner v tti any continuation which they may desire to have with you 
tbo purpose of giving you such Information as will be helpful to the Liberian 
Government in aseeriaiiiing the boundary between the Tengea -mil Kuniyo elitefdom* 
L Although, the district commissioner on Hie Anglo-Liberian boundary is a 
uieniWr uf the delimitation commission, a£ per sect inn l of the agreement entered into 
" n the 15th day ol May In Freetown, behvoi n the Sierra Leone Government and the 
Government of Liberia* yet yon refused not only to allow Mr* fwe* who has recently 
been appointed by the President to relieve Mr.Cooparon the Anglo-Llberian boundary, 
tu ho associated with you on rim eominI$>io!i, but also refused him the opportunity of 
m introduction to the British commissioners. 

1 may observe that the foregoing facts, together with many others that have been 
bought to my official notice since my arrival on the frontier as well as the number of 
1r>Wl!S clearly known to be well within the Tengea ebietdom, reported to have now 
passed over u> the British* are sufficient to shaken that confidence which the Govern- 
J1H -M of Liberia specially reposed in you by appointing you as its representative on a 
f omnifeiori of such grave importance, 

I have been directed by his Excellency the President to inform you that your 
ucijodi in employing carriers from Freetown do not meet with his approval, and that 
lc Government will not la* responsible for their payment. 

Commissioner Cooper had been instructed to supply you with as many earners 
hihtnu'CTs. you may desire, upon your applying to him for same. 

Mr* Cooper informed me that he has more than once placed hiu services in this 
at your disposal but to no effect, 

treating to receive from you an acknowledgment of this despatch* I beg, in the 
’toniiioe, to subscribe, Ac* 

C» lb B. KIKH, Secretary of Stair* 


.i ^ —-You will please notify the British commissioners on the commission that 

|. Government of Liberia will Insist upon the delimitation til the boundary being 
i n accordance with paragraph («) of article 1 of the convention cniicbuled 
[[j s Hrttonnic Majesty’s Gov«nimeut and the Government o( Liberia on the 
'*■ " :i }’ of January, 1911, and from no other point 


C* I>. B. K 


Enclosure t in Xo. 1, 


Mr. King to Mr, Humes, 

Sir, AM/a run* Btindi District, February 21, 1913* j 

YOLK letter of yesterday’* date was handed me to-day by Commissioner Tw* 
ami, in reply, 1 beg to inform you that as you have not seen fit to obey the orders issued 
to you in my despatch of the 19th instant, I have w ired his Excellency the Preside®* 
requesting your immediate recall* 

\ have been made to understand* since my arrival on the frontier, that yt» |[T 
aeLinns mi the commission have not heen consistent with that of an official of 
Liberian Government in the following respects;— 
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. COKFEDENTIAl. 


Section I, 


[11917] No. 1. 

Sir Edward Grfy to Sir F. 

Yfiur Excellence, Foreign. 0/fice t March 26, 1912. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the 
trench Government, a memorandum oil events which have taken place during the 
past four month in the neighbourhood of the Anglo-Liberian frontier, 

I am, &c, 

E, GREY. 


Enclosure in No. L 

^ft!^R^,rnndum respecting Any to-Liberian Boundary Commission. 

IN November last information was received from the Governor of Sierra Leone 
Liberian troops had lieen burning native towns, villages, and farms m the 
ncutiTil zone on the north-eastern boundary of the republic in the districts of Tenge* 
and Tmjgia- These districts were among those which, according to the provisional 
a ot‘cetnant of the 15 th May between IIis Majesty's Government and that of the* 
^public, were to be protected provisionally by both thn British and the Liberian 
rentier commissioners pending the meeting of the Boundary Com minion, J 1 is 
Majesty'9 Government have ascertained that Mr. Cooper, ;ho Liberian official in 
I !* r g* of the Boundary Commission, and Colonel Lomax, the officer commanding the 
Siberian troops on the frontier, kid been behaving in t he most extraordinary and 
^bitrary manner, and were entirely responsible for tlicse disturbances, Mr. Cooper 
having repudiated the agreement of the loth May last, and disavowed the action of his 
predecessor, Mr* Williams. 

Representations were immediately made to the Liberian Government, who 
P^>misc4 (on the Kith January) to recall both Mr Cooperand Colonel Lomax, and to 
j* . 1 instructions to the frontier that the agreement of the loth May was to la* 
t T J 5 , J - observed. At the same time, Mr. King, Liberian Secretary of State, was sunt 
k^rra Leone to enquire into the recent disturbances, 
r 1 ^°W8.vds the end of February, His Majesty's Government learnt that the 
iberian troops at Foya had removed the cairns erected jointly by the British and 
■he rian commissi oners, while their commanding officer refused absolutely to recognise 
, >uu dary fixed by the commissioners, it appeared, moreover, that Mr. King, 
t * iUt f now Eirrivcd in the neighbourhood of the frontier, bad countenanced these 
) c ^^dings, and had told Mr* Barnes, the Liberian commissioner who had Iran 
^PPOtUted by the President, to leave the commission. This Mr. Barnes bad declined 

Majesty's Government have, in addition to the above information, received 
tnermis reports from the frontier recording the unsatisfactory behaviour of 
' Cooper and Colonel Lomax* 

] .. the 1 ith instant, the situation on the frontier having grown worse rather than 
Be 11 Majesty's Government wUru compelled to inlorm the Liberian Government 
*he British commissioners had, in the circumstances, been withdrawn, and that 
authorities would occupy and administer such terriiorv on the ircmtmr as 
1l l,s bought proper, and that His ilajestv^ Government would require reparation for 
v offered to them. 

tin t * report of the circumstances has now been received, from which it appears 
l6tl’ T 1,ot ^~Rhstandmg the promises of the Liberian Government (made im thn 
the ■ tlu k ajf y)' neither Mr* Cooper nor Colonel Lomax have yet left the Iron tier, while 
situation there Inis gone from bad to worse, 
that 13 ^ ie ®° circumstances it has h -cii decided to inform the Liberian Government 
Iron. J/®*®®® Mr. Cooper, Colonel Lomax, and the officer commanding the Liberian 
ps at Foya (hy name Morris) are withdrawn within ton days, 1 lie Governor of 
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No. l. 


Admiralty to For dpt Office.^ {Rweived April 111) 


Sir, Adtniraftiji April 1G, 5912. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a report (with 
closures), dated the 3rd instant, from tlu commanding officer. His Majesty's ship 
“ ^Lvarf,” relative to the slave trade on the west roast of Africa. 

I am, &c. 

W. MR A 11 AM MR LEX E. 


Enclosure 1 in No 1 
Commander Strong to Admiralty. 

** Dirnrf /' Gibraltar, April 3 , 1912 . 

I HAVE the honour to forward the following report dealing with the slave 
tm de on the west coast of Africa; ibis report has been held up pending a reply 
torn the Bri onsul at Monrovia, to my letter of the Gth February, 1912 .copy 
attached, enclosure 1 \, but as no reply h forthcoming the report is now forwarded. 

2, After eight months on the west const of Africa, I am able to state with 
Cl Mihdenee that slave dealing is being carried on—on a small scale—between certain 
S 01 *® on the west const of Africa and the Islands of Fernando Po, Principe, and 

Sa « Thomd. 

fl Slaves which find their way into San Thomd are sent mostly from the Belgian 
^goand Portuguese Angola. Hi* Majesty’s consul at St. Paul tie Luanda informed 
Uw that there had been less cases from that place of !ate + 

j, ■ Those that reach Fernando Pc are recruited either from Southern Nigeria or 
y- l 'ria 5 and -perhaps even fnftm Sierra Leone. 1 have proved one case from Southern 
" 'CcriUj as reported in my letter of proceedings No. 1 L paragraph S; and have no 
1 °^'^ that there are other persons engaged tu the Mime lucrative business. The 
often women and children (for which there is a demand, as well as men), are 
^ veted inland and sent hv one of these routes :— 



ti,ia ^lo fie! Rev In Fernando Pc. 
(2.) Bv 


the 


y unuoe^ to the lop of tin: Cross River into the German Caricroons and 
to Victoria ; this is a very long route, arul therefore not very probable. 

-I t ^ By large canoes from the 'Calabar River three! to Fernanda Po, about 
" of opcxi sen ; this would not he nttempted in the tornado reason, 

n . *■ from Liberia I have reason ro believe arc taken by some unscrupulous 

lan*l-T <if steamers, who, l understand, can gel 51 per head for everyone 

Th. ’ ^ ,1C blowing is one method which i know lias been success lolly adopted, 

j 1 (.Jills al, say, (Jape Palmas, to pick up some Kronmen for work on board, 

i <:tl Biey arc on hoard the captain finds he has half-a-dozen more than lie wanted, 
c _ 3 ^ Vs be cannot stop to put them ashore again, but will land them at the next 
^ent port ; this port is t of course, Fernando Po, When the ship arrives there 
thtW° IIT 0 ( mws off and a»k» ihc captain if he lias any men for him, the bargain is 
llln dc, and these sijc men will probably remain in the island tor the rest ol their 


Tltese facts hint' come tu my knowledge in the following manner, ami all 
& u atl d paint in the same way ;— 

Conversntjon with an intelligent native of Sierra l.eone at Principe. 
Cunverwition with n Spanish gcntlenmn at Fmumd - Fo. 
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) A conversation with a .steward ot one of [he Elder Dempster steamers lliJtf 
calls at Rio del Key, 

(I.) C»nvernation with the British consul at St. Paul da Luanda 

The sequence of facts, which happened at Calabar and I kail in Novendiei 
l;isr t as reported in my letters of proceedings No, 9, of the 20th November, awi 

No, 11, paragraph 8. dated the 29th Jftmmrv. EII1 ^ r 

* • + 

j 1 *. tV * there would he difficulties in dealing with the traffic alTeduw 
Wan i home and Principe from Angola and the Uongo t wit hoot coming iato conflid 
ivitii the Portugne.se authorities; hut that to Fernando Pci, as most of the men m 
recruited from Nigeria and Liberia, ] hope to he able To deal with during my neJl 
vi-.it finin' von^t. Southern Ni go ria appi rs to 1 1 a v e a n i pie la ws fi j r i he j j rot eetioa $ 
the natives, and the proper administration of them would prevent unv slaves hail* 
recruited in their colony, 

S With reference to paragraph I, I addressed a letter to the Colonial Secrete# 
at Sierra Leone, and ii appears that no adequate provision is made for safeguards 
the reLurn id natives employed ns casual labourers by ships trading mi the 
Natives employed as part crew, am 1 believe, signed m Under Board of Trade ruled 
l ur most of the ships c iling at coast ports engage natives for handling cargo, and 11 
law appears to be in force for the protection of these men. (Enclosures 2 and. 3.) 

9. Steamers requiring men at Sierra Leone arrange with llie Kwo chief reside®! 
there'* who semis off the number required, they being checked by a native policeitrt 0 ' 
on Tue ship’s return the same policeman is supposed to cheek them on lauding; thi* 
L-asiuil method seems nothing bat an encourage meat to double dealing, " 
steamers, however, engage their natives from the Liberian ports, when?, apparently 
there is no super vision whatever. 1 was informed by Captain Ilugge, of the Liberia 
gun-boat “ Lark,’ 7 that ships requiring men have merely to anchor rflose to the sh' 1 * 
nno hoist the icd ensign at the mast-head, when an unlimited number of native 
come off, and the required number are taken. 

1U. I have written to the British consul at Monrovia* asking if there are 
laws governing the employment of natives in Liberia, but his reply is not yet to liaofjl 
however, it there a re, it is quite certain they are not carried out, 

11. I consider that if a central ofElce were established at Sierra Leone, where trt 
labourers employed on board ships wore registered, and their whereabouts known- i* 
would prevent any from being landed at Fernando Po, &c ; and if on cngagemeP 1 
tiny were given a tally of some sort it would enable the officer hoarding a steamer 
ascertain if any unauthorised natives were on board; and if the Liberian Govcrnme^ 
eiHild be induced to take similar steps for the protection of their natives this IcflknS 0 
of men from the coast could he slopped by num-of-war. 

12. the British consular officer for Fernando Fo k the provincial commission# 
of the e astern province >d Nigeria, residing at Calabar, who, at the time of mv vi*i E - 
bail not bi'eri 'i» Fernanda Pit lur eighteen months, l would therefore submit 11 11:1 [ 
in the iuieiesis o| British subjects, of whom there appears to ben great niunbef! 11 
rernandn Fo, it would lie advisable that an officer who could afford more time t' 
attend to the consular duties of the island should be appointed. 

1 have, && 

J. B. 1C, STRONG, 

Lieutenant and Commander tnid senior Naval 
Officer, West Coast of Africa. 


i have reason to l>elievo that men are shipped by steamers on the coast and 
landed nr Fernando Po without their consent, and then tiud themselves forced to w ork 
]n the plantations. 

3. 1 should be glad if you could let mo have a reply as early as practicable, 
addressed to Gibraltar, as I intend raising the question of registering all natives 
ho are shipped in steamers on the const, with a view to their safe return at the 
expiration of their contracts, and the prevention of their falling into the hands of 

siftve*dealcrs. 

1 have, Ac. 

■L E. K + STRONG, 

Lieutenant and Commandei" and Senior Naval 
Officer, i I r'i - f Can*d ot Africa. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

C&mniander Strong to Colonial Secreituti, Sierra Leone. 

H.M.S* “ Dwarf," Sierra Leone, January 2b, 1912. 

I HAVE the honour to request that I may bo supplied with a copy of the 
halations in force in the colony of Sierra I^eonc, concerning the shipping of, and 
allowed to be entered into, of the Kroomeu, and other natives of the 
c «hjny t in merchant vessels. 

It has come to my notice that efforts have been made by unscrupulous persons 
o revive the slave-trade in the Fernando group of islands, iind very recently a party 
f r "' popped, and the ringleaders (natives) imprisoned. 

Euless stringent measures are taken to register persons employed out of the 
and the employers compelled to bring them Wek at the termination of the 
■peemenl, ] run certain that some of them will find their wav into the forced Labour 

market, 

I have it on very good authority that what happens is this : a ship arrives on the 
^^ ,mn.l engage* natives for the crew t when the ship is getting under-way. the 
finds that be has loo many, bat cannot stop to put them ashore, promising 
lire i ^ I<?m ll'® next port, which is Fernando Po; on arrival an agent comeson 

h L kcs the labourers ashore, paying so much per head for then. I should 
^} L 11 ^ < vou *- s mi!d also supply me with a copy of similar law* in force in Liberia, 

mud you he in possession of them, 

1 have, &e. 

J, 13. K, STRONG, 

Lieutenant and Com "Hinder and Senior Naval 
Officer, BV.w Coast of Africa. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 1, 

Colonial Secretary Sierra Leone t to Commander Strong. 


Enclosure 2 in No, L 

* Owmander Strong to Cowtni-General Baldtrin. 

Sir - VI Vi. . UM.S. " Dwarf" Dakar, February li, lUli. 

UA\ 1NG ascertained that there arc unscrupulous people endeavouring to 
m tourers lot work in the etreon plan tat in us of Fern undo Fo by fake pretence®- • 
should be glad to he informed the regulations in foreo in Liberia as regards:— 

i«.) The employment or labourers in foreign counTries. 

(fr.) Nlmi shipped as seamen or laljomers for employment in ships. 


Sir, 

T Sierra Leone, January 27* 1912. 

1 SAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 
-7th instant, on the subject of the regulations governing the engagement 
teonun and other natives for oervhre outside ibis colony, 

Kvi■, ■ ulu ‘^ >;3lh herewith copy of the regulation* made by the tribal ruli-r of the 

] j( ,il> 1l ’hy for your inibnuatioiu Von have already seen volume 3 of the Sierra 
ordinanceSj which contain orrlinance No. !) of ItJOS dealing with Ibis topic. 
the-iuL - ^ f ®^ epeBoe i° the enquiry contained in your letter of even date, 1 have 
'ommrto inform you that I am advised by the Attomcy-Gauaffal that 11 as long 
Nhj n <Jn ! Ul tl ar ° only enitnged for service on board ship, they are outside ordinance 
ij,. s , '‘j Lb’S, hut il they are engaged for employment elsewhere, thev come within 
^ Q^irirmee ” " 1 

of if ' ar ‘ kS 1 he engagement of natives of this colony for service in the territories 
j Jf N M ' ^mourirs is coneeruecl, i ,e pmredure is regulated by 4i The Foreign Service 
p oyment Ordinance, iftOS/* which >oit have seen, 
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5. With regard to tin; fourth paragraph of your letter of the 25th instant/ 
regret that I nm unable to supply you with the oorrreponding laws in force i* 
Liberia; but you would no doubt he aide to obtain them through His Britain^* 
Alajesty’s consul-general at Monrovia. 

I have, &c. 

• For Acting Colonial Secretary), 

1C W. IE/WILKINSON, 


Enclosure o in No, 1* 

Regulation# mode ht/ the Tribal Ruler of the Kroa Tribe under the ProrUton# r*f 
Section 3 of Trihat Adminifitratiov Qnlhutnr *„ 1905* 1 ' 

(No, 19 of 1905.) 

W [l ERE AS a friltfil ruler bus been appointed for the Kroo people under h"' 
“ frilial Administration (Freetown) Ordinance of 1905" (\o. 19 of 19Q5); Alrf 
whereas such trilwil ruler, acting with the headmen of the Kroo people, has und^ 
section a of the said ordinance power to make certain regulations: And whereas tli f 
sold tribal ruler, acting with the headmen, and with their approval, has agreed tlitf 
the following regulations shall apply tn kroo people in Freetown :— 

1, Any Kroomai) engaged on any steamer or vessel who disobeys the order ^ 
the head Kroomau on board such steamer or vessel shall be liable to a fine nw 
exceeding I/, Provided, that if the act of disobedience has been punished by th e 
master of such steamer or vessel, or by the head Kroo man aforesaid, no addiiinn^ 
punishment, in the nature of a fine under this regulation, * hail he inflicted ou 
Kroomau in default, 

2, Any Kroon in n T wbellifir a lipiiduiin, a fireman, a seaman, or deck-hand, wli 
mi hoftrdi ig any steamer or vessel, or whilst serving on any steamer or vessel* clah ,l? 
wages, pay, or rations, contrary to any agreement to which the owner of such steams*] 
or vessel, and also the tribal ruler and headmen, have agreed as regulating the wug^J 
pay, or rations of headman* fireman, seaman, or deck-hand, serving, or agreeing 
serve, on surli steamer or vessel, shall lie liable to a line not exceeding 1/. 

A Every Kroomau engaged on any steamer or vessel, whether as heading 
seaman, or deckdiand, shall puy tin* sum of Is. to the iritial ruler in the maun® 
hi-reimilter mentioned. Every krnomnn of each of t lie classes alo re mentioned sh;^ 
authorise, and shall by these regulations lie deemed to authorise the corporali 1,1,1 
company, or person, who pays the wages, nr salary, or pay, due by such steamer 
vessel, to any Kroomau (of any oI the classes aforesaid), to pay the said sum of m 
tu the credit of an account with the Post Office Savings Hank in the names of tli ? 
tribal authority, i,e„ the head Kroo inaa, and two of the principal headmen, 

k TJie tribal ruler shall not disburse any nf the moneys received by him und^ 
these regulations, save with the consent, of the two headmen, to whose joint credit 
the mntributkmfr as aforesaid have been received by the Post Office Savings bftiA 
aforesaid, 

5- If the master of any vessel or steamer shall requisition that a particul- 1|f 
Kroomau shall be appointed by the tribal ruler to he headman on such steamer^ 
vessel, the tribal ruler shall appoint the Krooman thus designated to be the he* 1 * 
Rrooroan of the deck-hands, of seamen, or as the ease may be, of the firemen, ° L ’ 
board such steamer or vessel, and thereupon the headman so designated shall sel^'J 
forthwith such number of seamen, deck-hands, or firemen, as the tribal tiller shA 
tell him is required by the master of such steamer or vessel, and such headw^ 
designated as aforesaid shall, together with the seamen or deck-hands, or as the ca* 
may be, the firemen required by the master of such steamer or vessel, fotlbwi^ 
report himself to Eiie tribal ruler, and shall thereafter do all things necessary to mc*^ 
the requirements of the master of such steamer or vessel. If any heading 
designated as aforesaid is unable to obtain the number of seamen, deck-hands, or#J 
the ease may be, firemen ns aforesaid, the deficiency shall be made good by the trU/ 
ruler- 

t>. If any Kroomau refuses, neglects, or fails to work clfieieutly in loading l)f 
unloading a steamer or vessel in the harbour of Freetown, or fails or neglects tl 
perform any act required to be don© in connection with the loading or unloads# 


5 



of any steamer in the harbour of Freetown, such Kroomau shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding 1/, Provided that no tine shall he imposed on any person under this 
regulation if the pay, salary, or rations, offered by the master of such steamer or 
I™ are less than the amount agreed to he paid for such harbour work under 
!“ whether in writing, or verbal, or partly in writing, or partly verbal, 

f e such tribal ruler, acting with the headmen as aforesaid, and the master 

su °b steamer or vessel, or the owners thereof. 

Confirmed by the Governor on the 10th tiny of Tune, 1909. 

By his Excellency's command* 

G, B. HAIJBON SMITH, 

Colonial Secretary. 






\ 


o 
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0 T o. U,, 

Sir 


No. 1, 


Foreign Office to Acting Cimaui-Gcnetal Parks. 


Foreign Office, Man 4t, 1912. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for your 
flwn infoiinjitin!!, coin- of a letter from the Admiralty respecting the enquiries made 
liy the commander of Ilis Majesty's ship " DwnrE" into the revival of slave trading 

wn Lhc West Coast of Africa. " , . , . 

I am to instruct vou to inform the Lilrenan Government that it is reported that 
Siberians have recentlv been taken into slavery in other parts ot Africa, hmoraen 
heinst shinned bv steamers on the l.ih -rimi coast nnd landed without tiiciv consent at 
Fernando K where tlier find themselves forced to work in plantation*. Hie attention 
cl the Spanish Government Ikis been called 1 * lhc nuntti-r, ami Hi* M.ujcst\ s losmr* 
ment am carefully watching any British ships which may he suspected »l connmng 
at then practice, but it is hoped that the Liberian Government will thewlvea consider 
vrhat Kteps can be taken to prevent kboutera leaving the country without contracts 

oatnc other means ot watching over them. . . . . , 

L am at the tame time to enquire the reason for the delay m replying to the letter 
fahlresfted to you bv the commander of the ,l Ihvarl on this subject on the bth 
February feat _ * 

% l aitij &c, 

W. LANGLEY. 


* Adwdnxlty. April IS, 1 i» I 


[21113 </— 1 ] 
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SECTION 5, 


[18967] No. 1. 

Acting Convul-Qmeral Parks to Sir Edtrard Qrey .— (Received May 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P* Monrovia, May 4 t 1012. 

YtHJB telegram No. 15 of the 3rd May. 

The interest on the Liberian loan of 1 ST! lias been paid. 


[2 m d— 5 ] 
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[May 15.j 


Section L 


[20665] No. ]. 

Acting Co7tsu I-General Parks to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 15 .) 
ft’o. 33. Africa.) 

'■* -rr, T m Tr p Monrovia, April 28, 1912. 

mil(; nii TOfopenco tn your telegram Xo. 13, dated the 24th April, and in 

»'t mine, > 12* id the 27th. instant,, I have tlac honour to report that 

Mi. ' ? hnr PJ and myself are of the opinion that ono receiver should he stationed at 
all oi the receivers are resident in Liberia ; but when onlv two of the 
so ah S T ai ?' in Tl:,is c - nunl, T< being away on leave of absence, which would be for 

one jv * tlrtU=% ll ' at the receiver should be able to manage single*hamled, as 

^Pmdsioi^ al ° IU wouUl 1,e i,ls « m cieat to cope with the outputs' and frontier 

robi? Ir ^ linr ^ an{ ^ ,1, 3 faelfare ' fl ko oF the opinion that the receivers should act in 
Safin*#° r tl,e £ enoral receiver whilst he is on leave of absence* no single period of 
of three months, and that the receivership should decide all oncstions 

Mjorhuice before the departure of I he general receiver. 
i[ r k 1 i’atgi- Clark, I learn, iioltls the same views on these two subjects as 

tb> t,w pG nn<[ m . vsplf > and says that ho will certainly require assistance from one of 
tceivera for some time at Monrovia. 

^, n rH * s desirous of harmony existing amongst the 

■ ** which he will at all limes endeavour to encourage. 

X have, <&c, 

M. Y. II. PARKS. 


j^EST AFRICA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 


[241)3 p -—1 ] 
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[19348] No. 1. 

Foreign Office to Acting Consul-General Parks* 

Wt 18.) 

Foreign Office t Mag IS, 191 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 27 oE the 3Qlk March, 1 am directed by 
^cretnry Sir E. Grey fo transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from, tlio 
tkdaniat Office respecting the situation on the Liber in-Sierra Leone boundary.* 

You will observe from the enclosed correspondence that on the 29th April 
Messrs. Lomax find. Cooper had not yet left the frontier. You should, therefore, 
Inform the Liberian Government that 11 is Majesty 1 * Government have learnt that this 
the case, and that they will eventually have to claim from tire Liberian Government 
|Lc expenses to which His Majesty 1 * Government have been put, ami must still be put, 
1,5 ®ongcqucnce of the behaviour of those officials and of the resultant delay in the 
^-tiuiration of the boundary. 

I mn, &o. 

LOUIS MALLET. 


[May 1S.1 
Suction 2, 


[2493 *—2J 


Cukmiiil Uflice, Mat 6, ID 12. 
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Section 1, 


[22055] No. 1. 

Acting Consul-General Parka to Sir Edward Grry .—(Received 23 ) 

(No. 16,) 

ffelmaphio,) P, Afaftrd&ia, Matt 23, 1012. 

YOU It telegram No. 16 of the 20th May. 

I learn from President of the Republic that Liberian Government intend to 
appoint Major Ballard, a negro, who has recently arrived from the United States, as 
their representative on the Boundary Commission. 

By ^surveyors 1 should be understood the Liberian representatives on the 
Boundary Commission, 


[2493 2-1] 
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22717] No. I. 

Acting Consul-General Parks to Sir Edirard Greg.—{Received May 28 .) 

^0,37. Africa*) 

Mr ’ Monrovia* May 7 , 1912 , 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch S’o. 0, dated 
March, transmitting to me cop) of a letter of the 21st March which had 
^cl received from the Colonial Office, containing* Sir E. Merc wether’s observations in 
^despatch No. 81, Confidential, of the 11th December last relative to the disturbances 
have occurred on the Anglo-Liberian boundary. 

Firstly, I much regret that Sir E. Mere wether should have thought for one 
J^nteul that I was reporting against Major le Heaurierb conduct of affairs on the 
^uidary Cotumtssion, as I have no knowledge oT that officer's duties on the frontier, 
^ of hi$ attitude in Isis dealings with the Liberian officials; but the Major. I may 
^rk, although we have not yet met, has always had my silent sympathy in having 
^rsonally to deal with such Liberian people like Messrs. Lomas, Cooper, and 
Honi Sh 

. Secondly, with reference to paragraph 8 of Sir E. Mere wet hers despatch of the 
^ March to the Colonial Office, I wish it to be plainly understood that In reporting 
Preside at Barclay’s language to you, 1 was certainly not repeating it in the souse 
. siting myself responsible for any of his remarks, hut only with the desire to keep 
^closely informed, which I intend always to do so long as I am resident in this 
J^try, of any of the Liberian Government's grievances or Impressions upon general 
^Ucrss whenever they arc disposed to acquaint mo with them or when I End them 
^ Myself, in order that when they are in the wrong some remedy may be considered 
pessary to disillusion them of such ideas formed out of their prejudice against the 
^pean in general. 

Thirdly, knowing that I am directly responsible to you in all matters respecting 
, lt administration of allairs of Ifls Majesty’s consulate-general at Monrovia, I 
LkK 0pb do not consider that 1 have the right to impart the impressions of I he 
%rian Government, when given to mo in eonEdencc, to anyone else but yourself, 
11 f am directed by you to do so, 

j. In conclusion, it Is a pity, in my opinion, that the impression exists, as l gather 
^ Joes fnj m paragraph 7 of the Governor's letter under reply, that the Liberian 
JP'Jmmcnl a« retaliating in anyway for having been obliged to recall their principal 
Jueigjs from the frontier, as the president is determined to punish them for their 

lawful acts. The Liberian Government are also considering whether Colonel 

jjv 


jjJJ'j* oHenccs reported to have been committed by him whilst lie lias been on the 

II, Had Messrs. Lomax, Cooper, and Morris still remained at the frontier against the 
Orders of the president the Liberian Government were prepared to outlaw them, 
i® lc h decision on their pari they communicated to me as well as to Dr. (’rum, the 
^lerjoau Minister, and there is little doubt that their action would have been 
IJlNvod had they carried it nut by the Liberian people, who .ore si ill greatly incensed 
the three above-mentioned officials for bringing their country into such 
and disgrace, 

I learn from Dr, Crura that on the return to Monrovia of Secretary of State, Mr. 

rlu- president so severely censured him for his reported attitude in connection 
the boundary disturbances that it was thought likely Mr. King would return from 

ihu Messrs. Lomax, Cooper, and Morris are now due to arrive at Monrovia from the 


on kb arrival at Monrovia, should not be charged with murder amongst 


ee 


-] 

















I am confident that the president, and all the members of his Cabinet are real 
serious in their desires to bring about a better state of things in Liberia, and that t)j< 
will support the suggested reforms in every way they possibly can. 

President Howard is showing himself to be a strong man, lie is thorough 
independent in character, and appears to be straightforward and frank in all li 
actions, If he b properly supported there is little doubt that he will probably pro’ 
himself to be in the near future the ablest president this country has ever had. 

I have, &c. 

M. Y. IL PARKS, 
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[229991 Wo. I- 

Mr, WhiUtaw Reid to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received May 30.) 

Sir, American Embassy, London, May 29, 1912. 

I .BID not fail to oomnutiucate to my Government by cable the* substance of your 
note of the tiih instant, in whicli you were good enough to inform me of the suggestion 
of the French Government that the post of customs receiver at Monrovia should be 
held by each of the three receivers in rotation for n limited period, and to advise me 
that lfjs Majesty's Government have expressed llicir concurrence in this proposal to 
the French Government. 

Under instructions from my Government 1 have the honour to enclose, for your 
Hftfidemial information, a op; of a note dated the 15th May which the Secretary of 
State addressed lo the IVnch*Ambassador in Washington, which contains the views 
of my Government on this subject 

I have, &e. 

WIUTELAW REID. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 

Mr, Wilson to jL Jusserand* 

(Confidential.) 

®®Ce$.lcncy, May 15, 1912. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note upon a point 
smected with the Joan contract between the Republic of Liberia and a group of 
Ante rio&u bankers, and British, French, and German bankers, which your Excellency 
addressed to the Secretary of State the 30th March, and which lias been receiving 
1J| °M careful consideration! as I had the honour to indicate to your Excellency in 
Conversation on the Dili instant* in connection with other considerations entering into 
Liberian arrangement which the Government of the United States has so much at 

he&rt. 

As your Excellency points out, the contract provides for nomination of a general 
toceiver of customs by the Government of the United States, and of three receivers of 
Customs, one each by tlm Governments of France, Germany, and Great Britain* and 
provide also that during the absence or inability to act ot the general receiver* or 
during a vacancy, the receiver located at or nearest Monrovia shall act ns general 
Reiver. Your Excellency then communicutes the suggestion of the Government of 
franco that this incidental duty be given in turn and fora fixed period iu each of the 
Jhree receivers of customs, at the same time expressing the view of your Government 
that smell an understanding would contribute to a regime of complete equality amongst 
Urn interest affected by tin* question thus raided. 

As your Excellency is well aware, the earnest aim of the Government of the 
-tilted States has been Lbc discharge of its historic obligations to the Republic of 
Iberia-—a moral purpose to the accomplish incut of which it bus been willing to give, 
Ri'haps, disproportion^! i-lVur!^. It Inn- W<-n | h n' 1 1 1 ] ni 1 1.y u ratifying to have in this 
^tirk the co-operation of British and French bankers* and of two Governments whose 
^ighbourlng territorial interests have made their assistance <o valuable. The 
^ipeiation of Germany, whose commercial interests undoubtedly predominate at the 
tjtesent time, was likewise welcome, and it is a cause of much satisfaction to the 
Suited States to contemplate the success of this whole plan as now so nearly 

thieved * 

. As your Excellency is aware, the negotiations of the past two years have not 
’teen without difficulties. It has been the steadfast purpose of this Government to 
fhrsim perfect equality of consideration among the Governments and the nationals 

[2493 m— 2] 
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whose co-operation we so highly value. To this end, Tor example, when lh £ 
Government of France made the settlement of its boundary controversy with Liberia 
a condition precedent to its approval of the contract t ami imposed the additional 
condition that the French surgeon in the employ of Liberia should he retained, the 
Government of the United States, as is well known, used Us good offices, both directly 
and indirect!v, to cause Liberia to meet the demands *>i France, Similarly this 
Government, brought Liberia to nettle the north-west boundary dispute with Great 
Britain in accordance with the desires of thsit. Government. 1 

It will be recalled that when the Government oF the United States initiated the 
steps which have led to the present arrangement, there was on Fool, and not without 
some prospect of consummation, a plan for the relief of Liberia through a financial 
reorganisation under German auspices, which would incidentally have given a 
particularly advantageous position to the German interests m that country, . hen 
the arrangement proposed by the United States was brought forward, this earlier plan 
was no longer pressed, hut it was evidently felt that German interests, being purely 
commercial and largely centred at Monrovia, should in turn riiccivc a certain measure 
of special consideration, the more so,, no doubt, because the Imperial German 
(iovernment, after timely acquiescence in the abandonment of the plans of the German 
bankers, and In accepting hi general terms the proposition of the United States, had. 
ufter a full interchange of views, relinquished a number of points which il originally 
deemed of importance, and yielded to the views of the l ruled States on matters which 
the American Government deemed essential in the plans in w hich the Governments of 
France and Great Britain had already joined their efforts to our own. 

The general receiver of customs, although, of course, an official of Liberia, i* 
nominated by the Government of the United States, and so is without doubt 
measurably under the influence of this Government . According to the loan contrail 
the three? receivers ore to act under the direction of the general receiver. Doubtless 
having in mind these provisions, the Imperial German Government, in July 1911. ij 1 
approving the draft loan agreement, expressed the expectation that owing to Germany s 
large share of the trade of Liberia, the general receiver would place the (atoffflM 
receiver fit Monrovia. 

Recognising the retail ycIv greater centreing at Monrovia of the, at preseat 
preponderant commercial interests of the Germ an Empire in Liberia, and reflecting 
upon the whole course of these negotiations, your Excellency can hardly be surprised 
that the Government of the United State* was not unimpressed by the equity ot _ t Hi*; 
sug " 'tioin Apar e from the fact T substitution in the ahsen ce of tho geneml rcceivcfc 
the post iaf receiver At Monrovia mig! I he regarded a* less desirable in many respect* 
than those at other port a. Fur example, that- officer would have Jess scope W* 
independent action. Mug more directly under the supervision of the general receiver- 
The Government of the United States would always expect the general recm it to w 
guided In the exercise of Ids authorities by all equitable considerations, bu* 
appreciating the fact that in the first instance tho general receiver would not. W 
Cognisant of all the circumstances, the Government of the United States did no' 1 
hesitati- to express ihe opinion that, under present conditions, it woukl he equitftM 
and proper that the German receiver should be designated For the post at Monrovia* 
I may add that the propriety of such a course seemed to he accentuated by the tru- 1 
that in approving at this? time this slight preference to the representative of th fl 
German Government, in so,far as the action of the general receiver is concerned, l-hj 
Government of the I nited Status was availing of the only opportunity which lilt \ 
occurred for any spec in t consideration of Germany, w her* vis other occasions had bet? 1 * 
offered and availed of ill which this Government was able t.u manifest its eon siderotic® 1 
in matters more intimately concerning the Governments of France and Great Britain* 

I am very sensible of the Fact that, looked at apart from the history of tnj 
negotiations, the proposal of your Exec 11 onoy *s Gov«? rn s tunit apt h> rs a pecuIian® 
equitable one, and I think it quite possible that til some laVer date conditions may bf 
so altered as to lead te nnnihor arraugemcm. Still, in the present circumstance*, 
must adhere to the view that it is not unfair that the Gorman receiver be assigned t 
the post at Monrovia. ^ J 

As to another point which I had the honour to discus? with your Excellent 1 }' 1^ 
Thursday, 1 take this opportunity to reiterate my concurrence in the view of you 
Excel teury’s Government that in objecting to the German consul as a rcceiver tn 
Lilierian Government should have the support of the other Governments concern^ 
and i might add that instructions in this sense have been sent to the legation * 
Monrovia. 


Having thus elaborated and supplemented what I sought to explain to your 
Excellency iu the course of our conversation, I permit myself in conclusion to express 
the confident hope that the Government of the United States, which baa tso much at 
heart the success of the Liberian plan, may count upon the collaboration of the French 
Government in meeting these really not very important quest ions, and in certainly 
preventing them from alTcciing the success of it project upon winch we have go 
^access fully cooperated. 

Accept* &C. 

HUNTINGTON WILSON, 

Acting Secretory of State, 
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No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Acting Consul-Central Parks „ 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Foreign Office, June 1, lit] 2. 

SI E U RA LEON E-LIBERIAN boundary. 

Your despatch No, 37 of the 7 III May. 

In my despatch No. G of the 80th March, paragraph 2, you were instructed to 
address a note to the Liberian Government repudiating aspersions east by the president 
* Jrj Major le Mesurier. 

Have these instruct ions been carried out ? 
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[23399j No. 1. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office .— (Received .June L) 

^ Downing Street, May 31, ll.il 3. 

1\ ITI3 reference t<5 your letter r>f the 21st. March, I rtni directed by Mr. Secretary 
llareourt to transmit to you, to l>e laid before Secretary Sir Edward Grey, a enpy of ;t 
^spatch from the Governor of Sierra Leone regarding the attempt of Thorns Williams 
* (J recruit labour for Fernando Po, 

Tlic report by the commissioner of police and the communications from Mjo 
^lumander of the steam-ship " Sapele," which are enclosed in this despatch, are the 
as those which have been forwarded to tlm chairman of Elder, Dempster, and On,, 
3l - the letter from this department of tci-dav s date* A copy of that letter h being 
s ® 1Jt to the Foreign Office under cover Of the reply from this department to your letter 
tffte 4th May* 

} am, &e. 

EL -T. BEAU* 


Enclosure 1 in No. 1, 

Governor Sir E. Mtreitielher to Mr. Httrcotirt. 

j. N " L59-) 

lr ’ Sierra Lerme, April 23 . 1912 , 

, I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your ile&pateli of 
y- 26th ultimo, on the subject of the recruiting of natives of Sierra Leone fur 
<r uamlo Po. 

2. In reply, I have the honour to transmit, for your information, :i copy of a 
by tlic commissioner of police on the subject, from which Er appears that ntu> 

,e stives recruited was a native of Sierra Leone and the other a native *>f Liberia. 
t 'b There seems to be no doubt that Thomas Williams {alias ’‘Tummy ") was gent 
/ J “&ma by bis employers, the "Ambus Bay Trading Company (Limited ), ,T to rccrtiil 
'Wjiircra, but 1 am not aware whether it is an offence against the law of the rmmtrv 
rj Recruit labourers at Boma* 

4 As regards the recruiting of labourers in this colony, paragraphs a to s 
a l he commissioner of police's report explains the steps which arc taken by the 
r0TB *iuneiit. 

I have, Ac. 

E* M. ME BE WET 11 ElL 


Enclosure 2 in No* 1. 

Rcjrtrt by Commissioner of Police, Sierra Leone. 

Colonial Secretary, 

l|,j, 0Ji l,| e 6tU March last, on the arrival of the steam-ship t4 Sapelc” in this port, 
faster, J. Johnson, handed over to the police the man Thomas Williams and the 
h , r ln ‘ Uvo men referred to in ilis Majesty's consul s letter (Sandy and Vandi), with a 
stating lie had been verbally i ns t moled to do so by ilis MajestyV consul at 

bn* men were detained fit the police station, and, hi the absence of any letter 

(i!i 11 f requested the master to give me a more detailed report, which 1m 

011 the following day. 

hr,, J \ f ^cloee statements from Thomas Williams (who signs himself Tommy) and 
l,JJ Handy and Vandi, and Tommy states that lie was employed ns a carpenter by (lie 
[2523 a—2] ‘ B 
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Anita* Bar Trailing Fompimv, Limit.rl t of Fernando Po; and that In February la# 

he west to Boinfl in visit his brother; that the agent of the above company, lhomp«f 

bv 
» 

pasture 

of passports* which gave Sierra Leone ns their destination. 

4. Having taken the statements of Tommy and the two men tutor red to, aim 
there bffltf no grounds on which I could detain the former, he was released, or rntl^j 
ho was taken from ihe police station to the colonial hospital incontinence of ilmess* 
and he is still an in-patient in the hospital ; A audi and Sandy were allowed to go, llh 4 
stated their intention of staying in Sierra Leone. 

5, f may state for the information of the Secretary of State that for many year* 
;l 11 south coast steamers calling at tlds port have been kept under close obscryalio# 
with a view to preventing any breach of the Foreign Enlistment Ordinance, ships sj 
kept tinder observation are the Belgian Congo steamers, the monthly Spanish steamti® 
and the south coast Ik Kits of Messrs. Elder, "Dempster, and Co. 

i;, Immediately on arrival of one of these steamers in port a poIIeo-ser_ r caiil is 1 U, J 
,ui hoard to kce|/observation and see that no infringement of the aboveiuitm'-l 

ordinance takes place. „ , T j 

7. Tit ere were two prosecutions for o I Yen cos under the ordinance in l\u L l 
t he first, a man named Abu Btikari, a Sierra Leonean residing at Fernando Po, engage 
twelve labourers in Freetown for work at Fernando Po; he was arrested, prosecuted 
emivietcd, ami fined 25L* nr six months 1 hard Labour; the line was not paid. 

v In iii second case, which occurred on tho 27th April, one K&tfnIUh, a Sierii 
Leonean, owning a farm at Fernando Po, engaged sixteen labourers to go and 
there : lie xm prosecuted, convicted, and fined 10k, or three months' Imrd labour; tto 
Einv was mU pi^d. There lias been no prosecution this year. ^ jjlUXlKS 


April 17. 1912. 


Enclosure 3 In No. 1, 

Mnufrr of the “ Sapele ” to Commissioner of Police, Sierra Leone. 

l^ ar Sir Steamship + * Stipele” Sierra Leone, March (1, 1012. 

' I \ accordance with instructions from IIL Majesty's consul at Lomuiu, I V* 
handing over to you three natives, one a Liberian, and the other two Sierra Lco^ 
j ^ j enclose for y<> ur perusal .copies of the letters 1 sent to hath ills Mnjcssf) 
v.msnU at Bourn and Luanda. The latter dooming it a suspicious case for investi^J 
t, u, and as we were not long in the port, authorised me to detain them on hoard, am 1 
haul Them m-ei to the authorities here; also that 1 must refer you to him at Loand ; 
if necessary. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. JOHNSON* 


Enclosure f in No. 1. 

Master of the ° Sap tie " to Consul Lament (Boom), 


to procure boy> for Fernando Po. This we only found out after leaving Boom, on 
piratutii 
nativ 

Bourn* n . ■ .. —-— --- -- —.- . « 

thev were going to Fernando Po for, and no doubt yon are well aware both Sn2 fP 
Lei me hovs and Kmo hoys object to going to that island. I intend to ask Uie con* 1 ! 
:ii Lormcb.if possible, what J am to do with them, as they have no money of tin'- 
own to pay their passage to Sierra Leone, From w hat I can make out* they 


u ting an* order for ihe passage of hoy a up to -0; for himself and two hey’ 
lives wfSierra U'Ontx The jiftssporte for these two boys from the authorities ! 
i in, give Sierra Leone as their destination. They themselves did not know wk : 


JFitiently been obtained under false pretences. I am only reporting iMs to you and 

, w i r, ' r l t ' ul a * ,. 0Ilds *’ J . u °r (Ier to aVoid ]x ' in - a prty to anything not straightforward, 
ne haa wilfully deceived yon and myself over the matter, the truth 'lwine only 

\<TV'\ }t !' y ^; cident - Hoping you will excTisc Ml© liberty 1 have taken in writing 
r h as [ thought you ought to be informed. 

T remain, Ac. 

J. JOHNSON. 


Enclosure 5 in No* L 

Master of the M Sapele 11 to Consol Drummond Hay {Lou u da). 

E H 4 

. Steam-skip “ Sapele” iwwrffl, February 4,1013* 

^ A CLOSED is the copy of my letter to the consul at I kuna. 1 will eerbiinlv do 
Mt.mnst io land at Sierra Leone, using your name [o the authorities there for 
fining them, Hr. Harris will give you fuller details than I gave you, as he knows 

trrmiu 1 l(! ™k T™* liad ti,( - bc> P b ^rehim. No doubt I will experience a liUJo 
u ^du-ullv at Fernando Po, hui jl so, will advise them at Sierra Leone, or 

commander of the *■ JJwarf," if I should happen to mee t her. 

X remain, Ac. 

J. JOHNSON. 

Enclosure 6 In No, 1, 

Mastcr of the tl Sapele ,r to Commissioner of Police, Sierra Leone. 

Sh 

1 T Steamship £t Supelef* Sierra Leone, A farch 7, 1912. 

IN aeeordaucft witli my promise of yesterday to furnish you with fuller details 
i^cenviog the three men 1 handed over to you* I send you the following ; The man 
sh?*^ ^ iHhon Thomas joined this shipasa deck passenger at Fernando Fo for Buma, 
, lI) S r hat he was a native of Liberia, Upon the ship's arrival at Bnum* lie not being 
a Lr Ct ^ contract to work or being able to produce 201, was denied permission by tlm 
for there to land, lie gave as his reason for going there that he was looking 

and that Ins cousin was living at Eornu. The chief of prdice gave him 
J]ii 1] H[ssioTt to go and find hh cousin but to leave Ills baggage, Ac., on board holding 
IP responsible for Ins not being left there. About Wo hours after wards I 
krr>| V | ll,)te consul, and the accompanying note In 

riW u,!, b giving him permission lo kind and stay at Boma whilst the ship was in the 
•\ih ‘ P on our Jretui ‘ n IVom up-river he earn© on board and reported himself tn me. 
leaving Boma, upon mustering the passengers, he produced an order for his 
nnt | the two boys for Fernando Po. Being in doubts us to the lawfulness of 
rj| dTing ibear* boys to be taken to Fernando Po, and they t hemselves n r .;t making 
j ■J l "nes not knowing what or for whom they were going except the promise ?o work, 
Tj a j Cl p d .to report to the consuls at Boma and Loaudo and ask the latter for advice. 

* did, us I had information that one or two of our ships hud had some trouble 
h ^ a Similar matter, and J did not wish to do anything likely r., cause any trouble* 
h ' vlu ' w after considerable trouble and diilicuity I obtained an Interview 

fl ip' . Co W 1 l Loanda in company with the itev, Mr, on<l Mrs, Harris, and ho 
Jrisrd ,tlc them to Sierra Lennc and band them over to the authorities. I 

. %5jC - 1».. ■ ‘ j * ■ ■ ■■■ - ■ * 



^'-^phumtion will meet w 


being 

i ih your requirements. 


I remain. 


[2523 a—2] 


Ac. 

J. JOHNSON 
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Enclosure 7 in No. I. 

Consul Lament to District Commissioner, Llama. 

^ Roam, January29,. 191^1 

tub bearer U a Sierra Leone man-a British subjeet-wlio desires to bmlli* 
for a few (lavs ; lie returns to Sierra Leone by 1 he steam-sinir Sapele *pow m lmrl>oM 
, , a | ias deposited with me as security for his return by that steamer the sum m 
’Will you therefore kindly permit him to land for the few days u t”l 
returns from Matadi f ^ 

' 1 W + J. LA MONT. 


Enclosure S in No. 1. 

Statement by t( Tommy, 

TOMM Y states ns follows :— 

«I am a Mendi man. I was at Fernando I’o Working aa a cariienter for 
\mloss l!:iv Company,awl onr agent’s name is 51r. Thompson. 1 Iiiive a > ^ 

w,.nt o work at Hnmn (in the Congo). Sometime in February last t lert i eniamio 
t„ -0 and see me brother at the Congo. When 1 was going, my master, Mr. Miomm- 

d me to find mm I'ovs for him there, and he gave me passage orders for tin 

winch I should show to the captain of any ship when l got the boys—Jthe lsoya w- 
do Swat work. 1 went to Boms and engaged two Ihi.vs— \ nndt nnd to go . , 

me to Fernando Po to work for my master. 3! told them what they were to do.JJ I 
u -i.,...... ,l,er were "oing to. They agreed. \\ lien we got on hoard the steamer I ga 

the captain the passage order, hut the ship did not stop at Fernando Po, hut mnwu^ 
us to Sierra Leone, and since 1 came I was *usk, and they took me to the police■ sta. , 

J did not force the two men, they said they had no work and would go vitt. nto *1 

Fernando Po to work. TOMMY, his x mark. 

Police St at ion, Freetown* 


Enclosure l\ In No. 1, 

Statement by “ Sandy.’' 

SAN T>Y states as follows :— 

- } rnmc from Horn a to-day in the steam-ship 6t Sfcpele/* 1 was tlscrc working* 
n fuivnmi in a launch. About four months ago, 1 went from Sierra Leone ris deck • 
ju t , Hi earner to Roma. I was sick when J got there, and 1 was sent to the hosyw* 
afier I got better I began to work in the launch, Sometime afterwards a man mW 
Tommy emnf to Bourn, and told me lie was picking men to go and work at FernfUL 
[V, j'i e did not tell me wind kind of work to do. lie did say where we shah 
working, hut he said if we get to Fernando Po his master will pay us 2L a-month^ 
agreed to go with him —l with another boy. two of us. Vandi is the Other b l J? 
name. AYe went on hoard the steamer to go to Fernando Po. The captain of V 
vessel naked us for our passage money. Tommy said he was responsible, The uttp tL1 j 
natd i must go back on shore, for Tommy wants to go and sell us, and afterward- 
said lie will take us to the OovernmeDt At Freetown, I said alright, and weeatne 
the ship and the captain brought us here, f am a Mendi from ivotifunk. 

1 1 SANDY, his X mark 

Potter Station^ Frtetown t 

March 6, 1012. 


lbiclosure li) in No. 1, 


Statement btj “ Vantii." 

VAN \H states as follows :— 

2 came from Boraa with Sandy. We arrived here to-day in the 14 SapeleP’ 1 
was at, Bema for ten months doing ordinary labourer work. I was at -Uavomba 
working. Tommy came to no tlioiv and odd me that my brother Mourn was calling 
me ‘i[ jjoma, l then wool with him hi Bonm, 1 did not meet my brother; then 
luinmv said he himself wants me, and that he has come from Fernando Po to find 
gWj* labourers to go and work. I asked him what kind of work to do. tie said to 
h ‘ boatmen. 1 agreed, hut told him 1 bare no money to pay my passage. He said 
M bo responsible for my passage. I wem w,i tl/him ori board the vesseL The 
^ptoin asktxl us I or our passage money. Tummy said be was responsible. The 
SPhiin said Tommy was taking us to sell us as glares at Fernando Fo. I belongs to 
Monrovia, J am a Vi uuutV' 

.. ^ . VANDI, his X mark. 

Pat tee >7 ution, Frectotrn, 

March (5 f ltd] 1 


Enclosure 11 in No. 1. 

Pmmtje Order, 

she Captain of any English steamer calling at Fernando Po: 

Lear Sir, Fernando Po, December *11* T>11. 

PLEASE give deck passage to bearer and any number of labourers up to twenty 
toy tea) from any Congo port to Fernando Po. 

Passages will fie paid on arrival on delivery of the boys to our representative on 
^fd your steamer. 

Yours Faithfully, 

{ Per pro, the Ambus Bay Trading Company, Limited). 

L F 0 
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23373] 


No. 1. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—{Received June l.) 


' lr ' Downing Street^ May 31* 1912* 

1 * directed by Mr. Secretary Ilarcourt to acknowledge the receipt of your 

^ ter of the till May on the subject of the revival of an illicit traffic in labourers on 


the 


'vest coast of Africa. 


2. Mr. Harcouit lias already received from the Admiralty a copy of the report 
jimished by the commander or Ilis Majesty* ship ts Dwarf," and I am to enclose for 
rt J e 1 ^formation of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, a copy of a despatch which he 
_[[pressed on the 3rd May to the Governments of the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, and 
‘"outliern Nigeria, urging the necessity of immediate and drastic action by the West 
Governments acting in concert to suppress all traffic of this nature. I am also 
^ eric |ose a copy of a letter which has been addressed to Elder, Dempster, and Co, on 


subject; 

3. 


A -Mr. Uarconrt entirely concurs in the proposal put forward for 

‘ P^niBh and Portuguese Governments of the suspected revival of stave 
lor lMY'U:.,.. 4 1 . _.a- ■ ■ 


warning 


the 

■ witnuuiiiiwuit nil- auajmsivu U{ S1£I V &- trad LUfr, ftTld 

0r inviting their co-operation in its suppression. 

L No report lias as yet been received from the Government of Southern Nigeria 
( m ltl(i yisit which Mr, Bed well was to make in February last to Fernando Po f but a 
^py will he furnished as soon us the report is received. 

, fi. In view of the unsatisfactory state of affairs now disclosed, Mr. Ilarcourt is of 
Jimon tlrnt the appointment of a paid British consular officer to reside at Fernando 
rti? 1S a proposal which should be favourably considered bv Ilis MaiestGs Government 


Th 


favourably considered by Ilis Majesty*s Government 
provincial commissioner of the eastern province, 
j’l'aTtiern Nigeria, is ex ajficio consul fen- the Spanish possessions in the Gulf of 
guinea was made in 15108, largely on the representations of the Southern Nigeria 
^'eminent. At the time i here was a British consular agem resident at Fernando 
i wlun the ocw arrangement was brought into force the consular agency was 
. Pushed (see Foreign Office letter of the 27th October, 190S), and apparently there 
British otter resident there. I t seems clear that a provincial commissioner 
t Southern Nigeria cannot efficiently carry out consular duties in Fernando Po, if 
jJSjJ duties entail more than an occasional visit, without neglecting his work in 
^tliem Nigeria, and it is probable that n consular officer resident in the island 
lj"dd be able to effect more towards the prevention of illicit introduction of non-free 
‘ *m m - s than could possibly be accomplished by the West African Governments 
.bug in their own respective territories, unsupported by tiernmnent local action in 


J am, Ac. 

ii, J* 


READ. 


Enclosure ] in No. 1. 

Mr, fhircourt to the Officer administering the Government ot the Gold Cmst* 

^nficlential.) 

* ^ Downing Street, May 3, 1912* 

* JIAI E (lie honour to transmit to you the enclosed copy of a report from the 
officer of His Majesty’s ship 11 Dwarf," from which you will observe that 
°®£cr Males confidently that slave-trading exists at present between ports on the 
wasl or Africa and the islands of Fernando Fo, San Thome, and Principe. 

[g the Officer* at] mi a i sirring this (tOVi of jjiemi Leone and SouUivhj Nigeria, mutuu- 

[2523 n—j] 



















2 


2 - The state of affairs disclosed by this report h one which 1 regard as 1110 $' 
serious, and, in my opinion, it is urgently necessary that immediate and drastic oetaesi 
should be taken by the West African Governments acting in concert to prevent, s' 
far as British territory is concerned, any possible repetition of occurrences such ^ 
those described by Lieutenant Strong. 

3 , I have to request, therefore, that you will take immediate steps to conUr 
TOth the Governments of Sierra Leone and Southern Nigeria, to whom a simibr 
despatch has been addressed, with a view to formulating joint proposals ftf 
dealing with the matter m such a way as to prevent any future possibility of a ira®< 
in slaves—or recruitment of labour in conditions approximating to slavery—betwer ' 1 
West African Colonies and Fernando Vo or other islands. The leconimendaticB- 
upon which you may finally agree should be submitted to me with the least possible 
delay. 

[To South Nigeria only :— 

1 ., I should be glad to receive a return showing the number of visits wJiiel 
Mr. Fosbtty has made to Fernando To since the visit reported in Sir W. Bgertoq 
despatch No. 550 of the 16th October, 1909, together with copies ol any furtltf 1 
reports which he may have made to your Government thereon.] 

I am, &c. 

L, 1IAH 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1 . 

Colon!al Office to Metef*. Elder , Dempster, and Co. 

Gentlemen, Doming Street, May 31, 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Har court to inform you tlmt from a reccf 1 ,; 
report furnished to the Admiralty by the commander of His Majesty's ship "Dwarf, 
it appears that an illicit traffic in labourers is being carried on, though apparent I? 
on a small scale, between certain ports on the west coast of Africa and the islands 0 
Fernando To, Principe, and San Thomd. In this connection I am to encloseift coff 
of a report by the Commissioner id' Pol ice. Sierra Leone, forwarding communication] 
from Mr J* Johnson, commander of the steam ship "Sapele , 1 in which the latte- 
states: "There has of late been a good deal of this traffic going on, to Fernando i* 
and 1 myself was asked when there on the 27th February ( if I had any boys, behj? 
offered money for them . 1 " .Ur. Harcourt has noted with satisfaction the manner w 
which Mr. .Johnson lias acted in this matter, and ho trusts that lie may rely on ttf 
other masters of vessels in the service of the company adopting the same attitude 
and thus assisting in the suppression of this disgraceful traffic. 

I am, &c. 

n. J. BEAD- 















\ 



ghis Document ia the Property of His Britannic Maiastv’s 6^^ ] 


WEST AF RICA. 

^N’VIDEN'TJ A!j . 

124091] 


[J UllC ti.j 


SEraos 1, 


No, 1. 


Monrovia^ May 15, 1912. 
m a confidential despatch dated the 


Adimj Consul-Gtntral Parks to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 0 .) 

^9- Africa. Confidential,) 
g*r f 

J HAVE the honour to report, that 

-j[ b Apni received from the Government of Sierra Leone, I am informed that a 
’/■ IL Mason, a native of Sierra Leone, has been appointed by the Liberian 
.penmmiit to succeed Mr. J. E. Barnes, as the Liberian representative cn the 
^Undary Commission, and that after the Governor** careful enquiries he lias 
j./-ertaincd that Mr, Mason has been employed as a platelayer on (he Sierra Ijcone 
jovernrmmt Jistilivny, and lias also worked on the extension of the railway which is 
under construction. The resident, engineer of the latter reports, that although 
Mason h is some idea of survey work, lie eau hardly he termed a qualified 
' Ul '^yor. Under these circumstances the Governor states that he is not prepared to 
amend that Mr, Mason should be accepted ns the principal representative of the 
^erian Government on the Boundary Commission, and that the Governor had so 
vi "tan*I the S^eretarv of Stab* for flic Colonies, and I fully endorse the Governor 1 * 
eus On this important subject 

i s 'Hie Governor further adds Hint he does not consider Mr. Mason’s social position 
t ^\i as m justify his being appointed to serve on the Boundary Commission with 
ol HU Majesty ’s Army, in which respect l am of the same opinion. 

\\ J rt m y interview with President Howard on the subject, ho informed me that 
jr ' Alas ^i had been highly recoin i non tied to him* lie would not admit by whom, but 
il”: P Cr ^nally ho was unacquainted with him r After pointing out to the President 
1 ? wm :in uuFortunate incident to have occurred just at the present lime when 
m ji Jury matters should claim the most serious attention of his Government, to have 
Mnson Ulltlt?r {hti circumstitnees mentioned, the President then 
kV. fl ’ admitted that lie hud no one else qualified for the post, ami pressed me to 
Of - llLr l ElCt C " * 1 . is Majesty s Govern incut with his o quest that the Government 
| . n - United States ol America he asked to appoint a qualified surveyor to represent 
OH the Boundary Commission, wlueh l consented to tin, in accordance with 


uonfirnuLtiou of mv telegram of the 3rd instant. 


t; 1 te*ni from the American Minister Resident, Ul\ Crum, t lint the Liberian 
' n,j runrient had previously asked Ids support in this matter, and to forward u similar 
to his Govcruraen , and fie informs me that no reply on the subject his vet 
'bed I lira from the United States Government, 
r I ke American Minister Resident suggests as a way out of the difficulty that 
u'Jt' 111 Young (an American negro}, his newly arrived military attach A be 
* for the post, and the Minister would like to know whether such an 

i^^ntment would be acceptable to the Governments or England and Franco, He 
me that Captain Young is fully qualilied to represent Liberia in carrying 
B'e demarcation of the boundary. 


I have, Ac. 

M. V* IE PARKS. 


[3523/— I] 
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Section 2. 


' 24090 ] 


No. 1. 


Acting Consul-General Parks to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 6 .) 

3D, Africa.} 

JS 1 ] i p 

’ v - rT4Vl , tl . u Monrovia, May 15 , 1912 , 

t i UA \ L the honour to inform you that on the receipt of the enclosed copv of a 
i - nim from the Government of Sierra Leone respecting the movements of Colonel 
Air, Cooper, J at once addressed a note on the subject to the Liberian 
t in reply to which I send you herewith a copy of their answer. 

I beg to state that lieutenant Morris arrived at Monrovia on the 10th instant. 

1 have, h&c. 

M, Y. IJ, PAEXS. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 1, 


Captain Le Mesurier to Colonial Secretary. 

r ( .|„ Ji . AVE “ »P°« o® very reliable authority that Colonel Lomax so far from 
to m b' to Monrovia is staying behind at a town named Zigjfilln, three days march 

1{ east of L’oya, m Tengea, engaged in collection of tax ; Cooper being reported at 

. lj ru s town to the south-east of 3'ova, where he has been stopping’ for sometime 
u 1|Rs made! no attempt to return to Monrovia. 

■1% 6 r 11)12. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 










Sip, 

t Ti t i t' Monrovia, May 11, 1912. 

a,,,] UAV 5» tlic honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of ve&tordav 
eitv $ay m that Lieutenant Morris, who official! v reported his arrival in this 
ii Jr I on yesterday, informs the Govnrument that he left Colonel Lomax at Lormn jrt 
fej Wila country, on his way down to Monrovia, and Commissioner Cooler at Zui a 
-! '. cht! <,da]l ^ccUon of the country, who was also cm his wav down. From the 
C Jm . of Lieutenant Atoms it is quite evident that Colonel Lomax mil 

&rc. llf , C ° a P cr fl f e at P reset,t nni onl ? tar away from the English border, hut 

fet nf M 11 " "P®?? 1 * f ho ^ there fore, to be able within n row days hence to inform 
the arrival in Monrovia of these two officials of Government' 

'cfb^nce to the work of the Hmndavy Commission ljeing postponed until 
Vxi,],. , L ? m f x Mr * Coopers arrival in Monrovia become quite certain, the 
his. ILl lllsSr hCt5 me to say that while he is most anxious to do everything within 
SvLT ! n n ' |lir , n : c l llu; t ; xl > till S unplcrt^aut condition cialfairs on the .Vn-h,-Uhcrirm 
fetes* ™ to which end be has and is still most strenuously working, vet he must 
***,:' a ^ u, l st '}'* Ppstjjonemunt of the work of the Boundary Cmmiussion at the 
K t ,\ nl fbe Li lie nan {government alone until 


ir ‘ C ' lj3 l KTiau Government alone until “it is certain that Mr. Cooper 
and Lieutenant Alorris have actually arrived fit Monrovia ” 

Hthu f e 1 * Ca !’ be showfl that Colonel Lomax and Mr, Cooper, although oil* the 
t ' rj vyrl L>St ara &uil obstructing the work of the delimitation, the Liberian 

mettt dt>es not consider it proper that tho Boundary Commission should he 

[2523/—2] 













prohibited from proceeding on with its work by the British Governments especial!) 
when it is suggested that the postpone men t of the work of the commissi do will be a* 
the expense of the Liberian Government, It is hoped, therefore^ that Ills Majesty' 
Government will endorse this view of the Liberum Government in. order that iW 
Delimitation Commission will bo able to resume its work at an early date. 

I have, &<?, 

c, d, a Kino. 
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124571] No.1, 

Sir E. Goachen to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received June 10.) 

32. Africa.) 

§]f t Berlin, June 7, 1912. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you Herewith copy and translation of a not? 
ttrfotfe from the Herman Government in reply to the communication which 1 addressed 
to thorn on receipt 4f your despatch No. 36, Africa, of I lie 6th ultimo in regard to the 
post of customs receiver at Monrovia. 

In E his communist ion the Herman Government state that they are unable to 
accept the proposal put forward hy IIMajesty's Government, that, the post should In: 
held by each of the three receivers in rotation for a limited period, since the United 
States Government had given an as&uranoe, previous to the conclusion of the loan 
agreement that they would move the receiver-gen era I to appoint the German receiver 
to the post at Monrovia, and this arrangement formed an essential condition for the 
participation of German firms in the loan. 

1 hove, «c. 

W, E. GOSCHBN. 


Enclosure in No. 1* 

Nate Verbal* communicated in Sir &, Goschen by (be German Foreign Office, June G T 191 


(Translation.) . , . . *. 

Tin; Foreign Office has the honour to inform the British Embassy, m reply to its 
Hate verbalv of the 13th ultimo, that under the Liberum Loan Agreement of the 
Ttii March Inst, (article 1' ", paragraph 3, sentence 1) the receiver-general to be 
apjKdnted hy America is to direct the customs collection service, and consequently also 
to determine the local distribution of the receivers. 

I he United States Government gave an assurance to the I mperial Government at 
the time before the conclusion of the loan agreement* that m consideration of the 
Preponderating importance of German trade in Liberia they would move 
('Seranlasson”) the receiver-general to station the German receiver permanently 
at Monrovia The claim therein established of the German customs receiver to the 
post at Monrovia and the right'of repreaentatLfm involved therein imder the treaty 
tronstitut'-s furlbe German banking arid commercial circles interested in the lam an 
^snutial condition h r their participation in the business, and cannot be now abandoned 
V the Imperial Government. 

The Imperial Government arc therefore, to thdr regret, not m a position to assent 
to tho proiKiKal of the British Government communicated to them by the British 
timha&y, to tin; effect that the customs receivers of the States cOnGemad should be 
rationed in turn at Monrovia fora limited period. 


2523 k l] 
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Section L 


125804 : No, 1. 

Cohmtti Office to Foreign Office.— (Received June 17.) 

Donning Street t June 15, 1912. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, to lx; 
kid before Secretory Sir Edward Grey, with reference to letter from the Colonial Office 
the 31st May, a copy of a letter from Messrs* Elder, Dempster, and Co. (Limited), 
011 the subject of the store traffic off the West Coast of Africa, 

I am, &e. 

JOHN ANDERSON. 


" EST AFRICA. 
'OXFIDEXTIAL. 


Enclosure in No, 1. 

Messrs. Elder t Dempster^ and Co , to Colonial Office. 

Water Street, Liverpool, June 3, 1912, 

WE hare the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
Jygetl ler with correspondence dealing with the detention of a passenger from the 
Mjiigo handed over to the police at Sierra Leone by ihe master of our stetim-ship 
l $apde” for illegally recruiting Labour at Boiua for Fernando Po, and note the 
Jfttiarks as to the prevailing traffic in labourers between certain ports on the West 
of Africa and Fernando Po, Principe, and San Tliom£, 

We thorougly endorse the notion of Captain Johnson, and will immediately issue 
ll *structions to the effect that all Kroo labourers received on board our steamers, 
Jpociftlly at Liberian and Congo ports, should be made aware of their ports of 
w&tiuaticm, and signify their willingness to proceed to those ports* 

The masters of our south coast steamers which serve the [sorts in question do 
^casionallv receive applications at Liberian ports for the conveyance of labourers to 
-‘■-toartdo Po and Rio del Roy on passage omen authorising the same. We will draw 
special attention of those masters to the position, and ask them to assist in 
oppressing traffic which in any way appears contrary to the law by exercising the 
SN&test care when receiving passengers on board at the various ports on the coast, 
3lt |d satisfy themselves that the passengers are free agents in the matter and know 
h ”ere they arc intended for. 

We have, &e 

(For Elder, Dempster and Co- (Limited)), 

J* CRAIG, 

► Liverpool Managing Director. 


[2523 r—I] 
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frKST AFRICA. 

CONFLU i: NTIAL. 

>229991 


[Juno 21.] 


Sf.otiqn 1 , 


No, L 

S'?r Kdumrtt Gray (o Kir. JVhitvltitr Reid. 


If ^MjxcFlIenFy, Foreign Office, June 2! t 15)12. 

. *- | ' ^ N honour to acknowlerige tlie receipt of your Excellency's note of the 
_ h ultimo regarding the ^suggestion of the French Government that the post of 
g^toms receiver at Monrovia should ]>f hole! by each of the throe receivers in imitation 
\y. f- period. From the note addressed to the f’leneh Ambassador at 

Hshingtno on the 15th May hy the American Secretary of State, a copy of which 
.'mi* excellency was good enough to enclose, and from n subsequent communication 
^■fivi'd from the German Government. I gather that the United States Government 
^«l already settled this matter by an arrangement with the German Government 
-Ore the condiisinn of the loan agreement, but had not thought it necessary to 
oriq Uie British and French Governments. 

Nevertheless, X would still make certain observations on behalf of JLis Majesty*® 
uvernment in regard to tbo arguments used hy Mr. lluntinglon Wilson to 
(^uwemnd, in order to justify tlie specially advantageous position given to 
Grin any at Monrovia under the arrangement hi question* Mr. Wilson looks upon 
ws concession is analogous to the good offices lent hy the United States Government 


M, a M v 1 s *■ uma imurucu iiie 

questions did not concern more than the single Power interested in each 
f.t o’ rint * 1 ! 1 no ' va * y prejudiced the inti rests of any third Power, whereas the question 
lejo receivership of customs at Monrovia interests all three Powers equally* The 
i Gst ion is not therefore to he regarded as pari maUrrtl 

Si J }" s however * he matter would not. in the Hghi of the American Secretary of 
I 1 l 's remarks to M. J ussorand, seem to be of very great importancct and as his 
I ' W Honey staltrs that there is tin? possibility of another arrangement at a Inter date, 
{ } lc honour to inform your Excellency that it is not the intention of IIis 
' l jesiv s Government to raise the question at t he present time. 

i hare, &c, 

F* OBEY, 


[2523 
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SBCTXOIf 2, 


1258231 No. 1. 

Sir Edward Grey to Acting Consul-*lateral Parks . 

w. £7. Africa.) 

Pfe ^ Fwff'j/n June 2 (\ KI12, 

WITH reference to your despatch No* #7 Africa, of the 7th ultimo on the subject 
^ the Anglo-Libcrian boundary disturbances, I am directed by Secretary Sir E* Grey 
^ transmit to you herewith copy of it letter from the Colonial Cilice enclosing a 
'Mpatch from the Government of Sierra Leone covering a report from Captain Le 
^■asnrier and a letter from Sir K, M, Me rowel her, giving certain details as to the 
Sieged recurrences at Kohdmn. 

The statements enclosed in the letter from Sir FL Metewether of the 3rd -Tune 
^in to show ilial Mr, Lomax was actively concerned in the murder of the eight natives 
Kolahnn, and E am to instruct yon to communicate them to the Liberian Government, 
''ho, as E underhand from your despatch to which reference hay already been made, 
considering whether Mr, Lomax should, on his arrival at Monrovia, be charged with 
to,j nler among other offences, and to whom the information contained in the statements 
1||:1 y lie of assistance, 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[2523 bb—2] 
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[B] 

WEST AFRICA . 

confidential. 


[June 27.] 


Section 1. 


[279601 ■ No. 1. 

Sr> Edvard Grey to Mr. Mitchell Innefr 

(No. 9. Africa.) 

Sir, Forrttjti Office, June 27, 1912. 

1 OBSERVED to the United States Ambassador to~d*y that, as it w$s apparently 
a vmi\ mattes', and in deference to the wish of his Government that Use point should 
not }*e pressed, 1 would not urge that the receiver-general in Liberia should appoint a 
^■presentative of each Power in turn as his deputy. The United Stales Government, 
W conceded to Germany that the deputy should he a German, and they regarded this 
concession as a set-off against accepting certain conditions of our* about our frontier 
of the French about their frontier. But I wished to point out I hat the condit ions 
our respective frontiers were things which concerned us alone, while this 
^tetion of the deputy of the receiver-general concerned every one. I was sorry, 
therefore, that the United States Government had not informed us at the time when 
l Kv made the promise to Germany. 

The Ambassador said that had he known of it at the time he would certainly 
have informed us. lie imagined that the concession was made in somewhat of a hurry 
Washington to smooth over difficulties at the last, moment. As he felt that our 
v 'cu wins quite natural, ho had already reported to his Government that we thought 
^at we should have been informed. "lie was of Opinion, however, that it ought to he 
^ado ch ar that the point was really a trivial one. Lie understood tlmt the appoint- 
j?ent of a German deputy was not a permanent, but a temporary, arrangement. A 
Gutman would he appointed for the first vacation of the American receiver-general, 
not permanently on every vacation. 

I asked whether he meant that, when the receiver-general look his. lirsl leave, say, 
m 1913, he would appoint the German representative as Ins deputy; but, when he 
,lK >k his leave on a subsequent occasion, say in 191 A, lie would appoint as deputy a 
^pTisentiitivc of one of the other Powers. 

The Ambassador said that this was what he understood the arrangement to be, 
1 expressed satisfaction. 

I am, &e* 
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West africa. 


[July 1.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Section 1. 


(277061 No. 1. 

Sir hi, Goschm to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1 4 ) 

Wo. 39, Africa-} 

r Berlin, June 20, 191 2, 

} HAVE the honour to report that the 11 Xorddeutache Allgemeine Zeitung-' 
Published last night a telegram from 1 [amlmrg, stating that as a result of negotiations 
^tween the representatives of German firms and the American consul-general at 
tamhur^, acting on behalf of the Liberian Government, an agreement has been 
^aoheil between the German creditors and that Government which is considered 
^Mshictojy for both parties. Under this agreement the German creditors will receive 
approximately the same percentage on their claims as that at which the kinks are to 
ike over the new 5 per cent. Liberian Bonds, This arrangement, the telegram states, 
‘. u#i !je regarded as very satisfactory in view of the extremely embarrassed finuncm] 
i'Uatiou in which Liberia would have found herself had the reorganisation loan not 
3f en negotiated, It adds that the Imperial Foreign Office co operated in a most 
hp rgetic and praiseworthy manner in the conduct of the negotiations, 

X have, Ac. 

IV, E> G05CHEN. 


[2553 a —1] 
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WEST AFRI CA. 

confidential. 


[July 2 .J 
Section 1. 


[28057] 


Nn. 1. 


Mr. IVhUcfow Rtid to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2 .) 


S ' r ’ t titti p -I x , American Emkttmy, London. July L 1912* 

1 /°*, com SS lllc ? t ? to m > r ^Wonumt by cable the fact that I hud 
1 ' Ai ‘ ° f tlm 2bih tiftimo, transmitting copier of documents which you 

r f r ™ ^governor of Sierm Leone relating to the execution ofS 
]. i■' k ^ J berinn officials at Kolahim, and saying that you had good grounds for 

hcving that cruel and cold-blooded murder Jmd been committed there. 

nf s tit mUn ' m t! ' at | 4111 to-day in receipt of a telegram from the Seeietarv 

> B *« inst,u.to,l the American Mister at MomSv 
«Me to bring the natter immediately to the attention of the Liberian Government 

^riin- H’ri' h t !|'' Government of the United States lliat the reports 

. g iig the Liberian officials will receive a searching investigation, and if found to 
* true to any degree, that the guilty parties will be dealt with aeeordh^ to law. 

I have, &c. 

w ii Tin law reid. 


[2553 ft— I] 
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^'EST AFRICA. 

COKFIDENTIAL. 

— _ 


[ Jul r 4.] 

Section L 


‘279371 


Ko. I. 


hYr Edward Gveij to Acting Cfm&td-Qeneral Parks, 

Foreign Office, July h 1912* 


o. 21 + ) 

W%raphk.) R 

RECEIVERS of Litiermu customs. 


Our support has been asked for hy the French Government, who are requesting 
l 6 ’ 0 **®! States Government to allow the post nearest the French frontier to be held 
V the Frondi receiver* They offer to give their support to a similar request if made 

7 Us, 


Please ascertain and telegraph Mr. Sharpe's views. 

. 1 he United States Government have agreed to the receivership at Monrovia being 

m by a German. ' “ 


[2553 d—l] 
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TOST AFRICA, 


[July 10.] 


confidential. 


Suction 3. 


:29325] No. L 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received July 10.) 

■Sir, Dawning Street, July 0* 3JP1’2, 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary liar court to acknowledge the receipt of your 
h'tte-r of tli g 28th June, forwarding a copy of a despatch from the acting consul- 
fftTOftal at Monrovia, reporting the appointment of Major Ballard of the United. States 
f| rmy ns (he Liberian representative cm the Houiulary torn mission, and to transmit to 
Jgo, to Ik? laid before Sir E. Grey, a copy of a despatch from the acting governor of 
Sierra Leone dealing with the same subject It will he* observed that Air. Iladdon- 
^tolth understands that Major Ballard will not be permitted to accept liis appointment. 
an d lam tu enquire whether any further Information on the subject has reached 
E. Grey. 

2. I am also to enclose a enpy of a telegram, dated the 28th June, reporting that 
i-ctnix and Cooper have arrived at Monrovia. 

I am, vtc. 

II. J. BEAU 


Enclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Acting Governor Smith to Mr. HaremrL 

f Confidential.) 

Freettum, Sierra Leanr, June 6 , 11 ) 12 . 

I HATE the honour to transmit copy of correspondence between the acting 
British consul-general at Monrovia and myself relative to matters pertaining to the 
d 'ig] o- Li berian hounda ry, 

2. With reference to the Major Ballard referred to in paragraph 3 of Mr, Parks's 
jitter of the 2Jth May, I am informed that the American finauoial couiniiaskmer at 
. mvia has declined*to allow Major Ballard to accept the appointment and has 
^^imcd the President of Liberia that there Is not sufficient money in the Treasury 
to enable the Liberian Government to give to Major Ballard a guarantee that lie 
Hf ndd receive bis salary. 

1 I iave + Ac. 

Q. R MADDOX SMITH. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1, 

Acting Governor South te Acting Consul-General Parks. 

^fidential.) 

Fr ret turn, Srtfrra Lronc, Mag G, 1912, 

L> _ W|TH reference to Sir Edward M A r<? re wet hors confidential despatch of the 
March, l have tlic honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
^Wian Government, a copy of a telegram from Captain Lc Mcsfarier, acting district 
^mmissioner of the railway district in the protectorate, intimating that neither 
h Cooper nor Colonel Lomax is continuing his journey to Monrovia, and to inform 
™ l that I have communicated this (di gram to the Secretary of State'for the Colonies^ 

* 8. I may mention that the Honourable C. D, B. King, Secretary of State for 
j| Wrin, when on his way to Monrovia Iasi month had informed his Excellency the 

pernor that Air. Cooper and Colonel Lomax had left the north-west boundary, imd 
stated to be on their way to Monrovia, it would now appear that both these 
j ai ^trs have simply removed to a convenient distance from the frontier, and have not 

* ^yed the orders for their recall. 

[2653 h— 3] 
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3. Voder the eircurmtar res ihc work of the Boundary Commission, as you bnv 
already been in formed in paragraph 2 of tire despatch under reference, will not b# 
resumed until it is certain that Mr. Cooper and Colonel Lomax have actually arrival 
at Monrovia, 

I have, tfecp 

G. B. II AD DON SMI HI- 


jbnrrica tn assist in remodelling the Liberian frontier force is about io be appointed 
Uk ‘ Liberian Government ns their representative on the Boundary Commission, as 
* *tite that the major h fully qualified for the position 

I have, »tc- 

M. V, 11, PARKS. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

Acting Consul-General Parks to Acting Governor Smith, 

Sir, Monrovia. May 24, 11)12. J 

WR’ll reference to your Excellency's Confidential commi ideation of tltf 
fh!i iustant, transmitting, for the information of the Liberian Government, a eojtf 
of a 1 -h'irram rev ived from the acting district eomnaassinner of the railway district & 
Sierra Lwuu 1 inti mating that neither NTr. Cooper nor Colonel Lomax is continuing Uc 
journey to Monrovia, and that under the eireumstinces the work of the Boundar? 
ConimLdnu. as already stated in paragraph 2 of the confidential despatch of the 2 j C!: 
March from Sir Edward M. Mere wether, will not he resumed until it- is certain tlrf 
Mr Cooper and Colonel Lomax have actually arrived at Monrovia, of which I IiM l ' 
taken due note. 

In aeconlnnee with your ExcelloncyL request I have informed the Liberian J 
Government of the contents of the telegram alluded to, and I have again dwelt on tltf 
gravity of the situation lining still continued by the extraordinary proceedings ot tin* 
two mentioned Liberian officials. In reply, the Liberian Government state ths* 

“ Lb utciiaiM Morrk who officially reported his arrival in this city yesterday (l 01 * 1 
Mayj, informs the Government that he left Colonel Lomax at Lorma, in the Bell® 
country, on Iits wav down to Monrovia, and Commissioner Cooper at Zui, a town 
the (in)ah section of the country, who was also on Ids way down. From the abovv 
statement o]‘ Lieutenant Morris il is quite evident that. Colonel Lomax fti*“ 
Comnussioirer Cooper are at present not only faraway from the English border b ,lC 
are nearing Monrovia. I hope therefore to be aide within a few days hence to infon 11 
you of the arrival in Monrovia of these two officials of Government/* Since .1 received- 
this communication from the Liberian Government I have learnt that Colonel Lorn- 1 * 
and Mr. Cooper are reported to bo nearing Monrovia, but fearing the punishment th fl 
President Howard is determined t»i give them they arc lingering on the wuy. Tli® 
President, to show how much in earnest be is, 1ms in the mean while dispatched ttf® 
of his senior Government officials to go into the interior to meet. Colonel Lomax aP l1 
Mr Cooper and to hasten by any incans their return to Monrovia. 

I bare, 

M. Y. 1L PARKS. 


Enclosure £ in No. L 

Acting Ctmeul-Geaeral Parks to Acting Governor Smith. 

Sir, Monrovia, Mat/ 24, 191 2, _ 

S HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency s 
despatch. Confidential, dated April 25th, with reference to your telegram respecter 
the appointment of Mr. G. Mason, u Sierra Ijeone native, to replace Mr. R-umes i' !1 
the AngloOJbcj i in Boundary Commission! and that Mr. Barnes, I Understand, is M 
considered fully qualified for the post* . 

In repress iiting the matter to his Excellency the President of Liberia, I nientioiira 
tin* fact that ir was somewhat unfortunate just at the present time that snub 
selection should have been made by the Liberian Government, when he staled that h 1 ' 
was not personally acquainted with Mr. Mason, who had been hi gtdy recoin mended 
by ;i friend as being qualified to represent Liberia on the 1‘onndary Commission 
l hi i President finally admitted that he had no one else qualified to appoint in M r 
Barnes's place, and the matter is now having the attention of His Majesty s Govemmep r 
In the menu while it may be of interest to your Excellency to leant that n Maj [n 
Ballard, a negro, who has ie:ently arrived at Monrovia from the United States ^ 


Enclosure o in No. 1. 

Acting Governor South to Acting (Aoniftti-General Parks. 

hlf 

* frretomi. Sierra Leone, Mag 31, 1912. 

I r 1 HA\ K the honour to acknowledge tlm receipt of your letter of the 21th instant 
-wuuiig me of the action which 1ms hern taken by the President to expedite (he 
u rn of Colonel Lomax and Mr. Cooper to Monrovia. 

Llr.v * ri ^ r . 0t ' hi form you that in view of the unfriendly notion on the part of the 
^rmn oflieials in destroying three cairns which had been erected by the boundary 
tTUssioners, 1 have, in accordance with Instructions received from the Right 
wiirahle the Secretary of Stair, terminated elm work of the lioundarv Commission 
^^recalled the British boundary commissioners. I have also taken steps which I 
li *. 1 -}' nwssary to ensure respect for the provisional boundary and protection of 
lights of British subjects on Dio frontier- 

I have, Ac. 

<L JL 11 ADDON SMITH. 


Enclosure 0 in No- L 

Acting Governor Smith to Acting ConmGGeneral Parks, 

Ife 

j t Freetown, Sierra Leone, Mug 31, 1912. 

i Jt ji E the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Jkh iu>tanl 

H*?* A ttc of the intention of hk Excellency the President of the Liberian Republic 
P ' I'h'/uji a Major Lai lard to represent the Liberian Government on the Boundary 
^Qfissioii. 

q 1 

o.jj '* u Ul > r letter No. (I til even date I have advised you of the recall of the boundary 
■JJ'sahuicrs and the termination of the work nf the "commission. 

L ns You prill no doubt inform the President of the Republic of tin; decision which 
arrived at by His Majesty\s Government, 

I have, Ac. 

G. B, HADDON SMITH. 


tfcfc 


Enclosure 7 in No. 1, 

Acting Governor Smith to Mr, Har court. 

MM , .. , ,, , [flw.W Jiittc 26. 1912,] 

1 o u R reWgram Sitli Mnreh. 

^tnaxajid Cooper arrived at Monrovia 26tb June All quiet on the frontier. 
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E^MDEHTIAL. 

SECTION I. 

31184] 

No* 1. 

Adlitg Corwd-Oeneral Parks to Sir Edttard Grey, —(Received July 2'A) 


$ Qi Africa ) 

fir. 1 Monrovia .tunc 27, m,± 

v I RATE the honour to Confirm my telegram No. lb, reporting the arrival at 

; M,r 'r ..I,,- ^uh instant of Colonel Lomax and Commissioner Coopr, and 1 beg 

U ^ttskse herewith copy of a com muni cation from Urn President of the Republic, 
through his secretary, to the same effect, 

M Korn. tli6 coiiiinUiiicHtSoli r^ftirod tu p it will tn? observed n stated tfi^t 

y^hiiQi LumA* was in no condition for rapid travel when Secretary Morris reached 
; u 'Ut LiblaWi, as he was then confined to his bed with rheumatism, cmisequently lie 
^ to |jfi brought in hammocks sib the way* t uUmel Ixjmax was a\eiy sifk man wlien 

here yesterday." ' , , , 

Ileum that ( olonJ I ,omux and Commissioaei Cppr were both placed under 
'knfciou after they had ivjiorted them arrival to President Howard, and that their 
of Home fifty" men nf the I Iberian frontier force were immediately disarmed and 
P«etl into camp. 

1 have, Ac. 

AL Y. II. PARKS, 


Enclosure in No- 1. 

Mr. II idkf r to Ad toy Conxid-dtwrai Park*. 

- * Monrovia, June 27, IiM5h 

j . 1 A M directed by his Excellency the President to inform you that Secretary 
j * Miirris arrived at Monrovia yesterday ut 3 o’clock with Colonel Lomax and Cont- 
I ^' iier Cooper, also t’aptttin Gwfge C. Freeman. They immediately reported to his 
the President at the executive Mansion and to the war department as well. 

^ .1 might add, lor your information that Colonel Lomax w-an in no condition for 
i^' ! 1 Lt * vel when Secretary Morns reached him at Labkbu, as his was then confined to 
^ Wdv ith rheumatism ; consequently he hud to be brought in Juuumocks adl the 
Cot me I Lomax was a very sick man when he reached here yeaU-itky. 

I have, &u, 

WALTER F. WALKER, 


[S5ij:i s—Ij 
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AFRICA. 


[July 23, 


|:<) NFIDENTIA Jj, 


Section 2. 


131192 j No. 1. 

Acting Consul-General Parks to -Sir Edward Greg,—{Recetred July 23.) 

Africa.) 

Monrovia, July 8* 1912. 

WITH reference tq my telegram Xo. 19* dated the 7th hist ant. I have the 
°" JI iour to inform you that the enclosed copy of a letter of the fitli instant, 
waived from Mr. It. Slinrpe* chief inspector of customs, respecting the subject of the 
tlv,w, h aid British receivers being placed on the frontiers, having only reached me 
■Werclav, allows of no time for making copies of h, I regret to say, for this mail, 
frE *ich (Joses to-day, as it is important that this letter should reach vou as soon as 
P*$sibte. 

« 1 beg to stale that i hold the same views on the subject of the receiver ship ns 

expressed in Mr. Sharpe's letter referred to above. 

I have* &e r 

M. Y. H, PARKS. 


Enclosure in No. L 


Chief hi spec tor of Customs to Acting Consul-Generaf Parks. 


\ 


Monrovia, July fi r 1912. 

IN connection with your enquiries respecting my views as to the placing of the 
fivers of customs under the new regime, I have the honour to indicate tike grounds 
1^11 which was based my approval of the placing of the British and French receivers 
^pcetivdy on the Anglo-Liberum and Fraaco-Liberhin boundaries, provided the 
1111 receivers acted in rotation for the general receiver. 

, This proviso seems obviously io be necessary if the iwiivets are in practice to 
* T , e equal status, otherwise I he continued presence of the German receiver at the 
would give him precedence by reason of bis right repeatedly to act for the 
receiver, since he would generally lie <l the receiver nearest Monrovia/ 
u. Hie preponderance of the interests of the banking-houses nf Kiilin, Lock and 
, ,r £ iti 11n- new loan, together with their intimate business relations, will 
( provide ;i strong argument from the bankers*' point of view for the presence 
^ Monrovia of the German receiver identified with Messrs, Wnl burg's intcreate- in 
i^^uy, of cou rar, with the general receiver directly representing Messrs. kiiliu, 
and Co. Additional strength for this argument will be claimed for the fact 
^^ rttlan trade interests easily predominate in the republic. It may therefore lie 
.. b^ult to arrange for the Gorman receiver to lie stationed at may considerable 
^Qcc from Monrovia until! the new regime has been thoroughly established and 
i/ 6 hitarests of bondholders secured by the active operation of the clauses of the 
n agreement. 

I f the foregoing be granted ns an approximately correct rdsumu of the present 
. Nation ( then 1 am of the opinion llmt the best position lor the British receiver, for 
I^Nards of a year at least, would he upon the Anglo Liberian boundary. In this position 
‘sWuld lii‘ able to save the Liberian Government from a recurrence of many oi the 
Y ri ^ns dtfBcultics that have beset its feeble administration of the north-west frontier 
(j nr *af recent years. As chief inspector of customs, 1 have repeatedly assured the 
| J ' Vl 'riim t nt that the only way in which the malpractices of Liberian onicer* on the 
^<hiry enn he effectually prevented is by the appointment of a European official to 
and control at least the custom* service in the north-west districts. I regret 
IL to the urgent demands cm Monrovia, I have not been able to proceed to 

boundary myself, in accordance with a suggestion of the Cabinet, that as soon as 
‘Mmstauccs permitted, 1 should do so. 1 have, however, been able to obtain the 
statute of bis Excellency the President of the Executive order prohibiting the 
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collection of customs, duties by unauthorised officers, which is already having 
effect upon the conduct of commissioners and military officers on the frontier. 

It may he expected that the Liberian Government will protest against the placid 
of the French receiver on the Franco-Liberian boundary. To be consistent, 11* 
Government may also protest against the placing of the British receiver cm the Ab$M 
Liberian boundary. But since the Government, appears to object to the retention $ 
Monrovia of the German receiver, its disapproval of the allocation of districts * 
indicated herein, is likely to he general. His Excellency the President has intimate 
tome that after I had spent some time with the general receiver at Monrovia* t v - 
thought that I might be stationed at Grand Bas*a f the largest port near Honrfff 3 
tliat the Freuds receiver should be placed at Since, and the German receiver ai Cap 
Palmas, Since, however* the placing of tbe receivers will not, m all probability, 0 
left to the Government, its views on the subject may not materially affect the ultiia 8 * 1 
allocation of districts, 

f need not point out that the votes of the British receiver and the French receb 2 
upon questions required to be decided by the receivership will have no practical elft* 
if the receiver-general and the German receiver vote together. Iam disposed to tliin 
that, owing to the identity of interest between the two banking houses, the ld [3 
officials represent there may not be many occasions when any vital differentia J 
opinion will appear between them on receivership questions. If thh should prove J 
hr the case, the placing of the British and French receivers on the boundaries will ^ 
seriously affect their weight, on the receivership. They would always, I presume, ^ 
at liberty to make representations to their respective Governments if oecasi 
demanded, 

1 have, &c. 

RICHARD SHARPE 



— ■ 
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W|ST AFRICA, [July 29,] 


PSFIDENTIAL. ' Section 3, 


[32071] Na l. 

Act'tnq Contitt Hon our! to Sir Kdaxini Grey,—(Received July 29 .) 

gfe&) 

mt f Calabar, July 5 , 1912 . 

I HAVE lh© honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch Xo, 1, Africa, 
dufed the 29th May, 1912, and, tn reply thereto, to forward yon herew ith copy of 
Bed well's report on lbs last visit to Fernando I ! o. 

2, With regard lo your request for in formal ion relative to the existence of a trade 
jb slates to that island, I beg to state that there are no such cases. In this connection 
} enclose copy of a letter aiddressed to the Honourable Colonial Secretary, Lagos, which 
ts the only instance that may he referred to, 

I have, Ac* 

A. J. 1L HARCOURT. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 1. 

Cauxut BvdtcrU to the Colonial Secretary, Lagos. 

Sir, Calabar, Jum L», 1912. 

BV instructions of His Excellency the Governor, 1 left liagns on the J Jsr January, 
for Fernando Po. calling first- at Bonny on special duty. T arrived at 
lfir Qando Po on the llth February, 1912. There were a considerable number of 
Otters to put before the Government 

& 2, I found on my arrival that a now Governor General, Seiior Dob Angel 

Barrera y Luanda, hud been appointed since my Inst visit. 

3, the manner in which matters were dealt with showed a very marked contrast 
*? that experienced by myself or Mv. Ensign before, Even’ assistance was rendered 
JJJ-i and a good many matters were completed. I enclose a lint of those dealt with. 
^ particular subject of discussion was that of the illicit importation of labour from 
m West African Colonies, with special reference to Southern Nigeria, as conducted by 
%nts 0 r firms and individuals interested in the cocoa plantations of the colony. On 
1 have already submitted a special report, and I therefore do not propose to go 
QVet the ground again here. 

i. There was one serious case, however, which might Ihc referred to, I he case was 
alleged murder by a Spaniard which was put forward by two natives of Abeoknta 
Ho were residing m l ernaiido Po. This complaint was in reference to a brother 
granted by a Mr. B. ftoij, of San Carlos. This brother was alleged to have been 
[f] gged to death with on iron bar by a Spanish clerk in charge when he was working 
M mn Garbs with other labourers on a Spanish steamer. I brought this to tho 
Caution of both the Chief Justice of the colony and his Excellency the Governor. 1 
H 8 promised a full and complete enquiry, ami his Excellency stated that be would 
5% inform me of tin- refill. 1 have m>t yet received any further communication in 
matter. 

5. j might also refer how u\ your letter of the 15th September, 191b relative to 
question of deeping sickness alleged to have been introduced into Fernando l*o 
Nn the Congo, In my letter of the Uth December, 1911» I forwarded you the 
formation sent by the Spanish Government. I took the opportunity of asking bis 

f?Ml*mcy whether tins disease had been lb . . in Fernando IV I understood from 

p 1 ? that it had not, but that it was supposed to be very bad ;U San 1 home and 
fjiiiei i>e, especially the latter. I could not discover that the Colonial Government 
*" J k nay special precautions in cornicetion with this disease. 

h . . 0. 1 again brought before his Excellency my difficulty W obtaining statistics of 
interest in connection with trade and shipping, and he kindly promised that 
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they should he sent to me when published. 1 have not yel received these, and nntill 
do it is finite impossible to draft a further annual report il the latter is to he of 
value at alb 

7. f enclose a copy of my itinerary in the Spanish possessions- 

1 have, &C- 

H- BlDWELLv 


Enclosure 2 in No- h 

List of Matters enquired into at Fernando J’o during Consul Bedwell e \ isit hi 

February 1912, 


Na of File, 

Foreign Office. 

1/1311 

MiftcelUneOufl. 

2,1312 

Miscellaneous. 

idiaoi' 

Mi*cvllit*eous. 

1,1900 

MiKiallmenim, if 1 [• I l 
i jovgroar-Getieral. 15/190$ 

tf taeelldiiecui-. 

15/1910 

Consul, Luanda. 

2/1309 

ifOverna^^Geneml. $1 1 ^O* 1 

Miscellaneous. 

5/1311 

Misc^llaiieou!'. 

1 1011 

llov^rTvof-Ocneml, 19/1312 

Miscellaneous 

5 1912 


Subject- 


femfidential.) 


Enclosure 1 in No. i. 

< Jamal fltuhccU to tin Colonial Secretary, La/jus. 


Consul Beecrofr. Claim, of tin* gnqjtldiiugfhtcra 
gf Lu [tn eitate be^ioved upon ’him by the 
.^pwibh CoviTsuiM'Pt- 

Harriett fSy&mba mid Amber, of Lyaxulm House, 
Calabar. Return of loCalahir From Fernando 
Pth, Kl-[!IHSt6. 

Luev Moses, of Eyaniba Honpc, Ilfs Britannic 
Majesty a ConstiTs notes of coraplauitfl by. 
Luceny Alffl'a plant atiritiu ItefirivntlOD of by out* 
lion Tom H Capmany. ki re. 
i'jttncer v, DavitBk In the matt ex of, 

Luceuy (Mr.). Thomas, Junior, Complaint by 
against a Mr. K !!(%, mortgagee. Regarding- 
Ml** Harriett EyamtKi* of KyamUi Hottao- 
Calabar. Ctaimbg tslflie of her decoawii step¬ 
father from n Luts Loll. ft\ rt. 

Mr. -Tohn W\ ssctut, deceased, Investigation* 
a* [odlHjJOsal of the estate of- Ifcrjuerted. 
E^-anc June#. Wages and personal effects of. 
Eegarding. 

Tea, deceased labourer in the employ of Mr- F, W, 
Knox. The effect* and wage* of, 

Frederick Eli ^tagg. Death of. Kcporte and 
persona] effects uf. 

Fernando Po, Labourers in engaged from neigb- 
bonrhotxl of Calabar. On t he subject of. 
iajiLb-^, deceased labourer from I-ago?-- Murder 
committed on by one Don Mauruel Perce (a 
T^paniard J. A \ I-*gn■ ! by Tijn and K:i>uinu. 


t 'alnhur, April 0, 1912, 

IN reference to your coded telegram of the 4th April, i have the honour to inform 
f* il ihat on my return to Calabar I asked the commissioner cl' policewhat slops had 
Ct'U taken in the way of procuring further evidence and with what result. 

2- In my former letter to you of the 15th December, 1911, I forwarded as an 
-Dcloaure thereto a report by the acting deputy inspector-general of police, in 
^graph L2 of which that officer suggested that evidence might be obtained later in 
Jl h. r ard to possible charges of slave-dealing, 

3, I now enclose a copy of a minute by Mr. Moore, acting commissioner of 
on the matter* It will be noted that in his view il is not possible in any of the 
^ known at present to establish a charge of slave-doaling- 

I have, &c. 

R BSOWELL, 

l Vo tin cm l L 'em m i ss toner* 


Enclosure 3 in No. I. 

Statement of Particulars connected with the Travelling Claim of Consul Bed well- 


Departure#* 

Arrival#. 


Haro, I Date. 

I lour. 

Place, 

Dole. 

Flour- 

Bon si v 

Fernando Po 

Kkibay - - - « 

Mho 

Fubt II, 1012 

n « 

-1 20, 1+ + * 

th 21P H ■ - 

A A.H. 

0 I\M. 

0 A.X. 

0 A.K. 

FeraaxKlo Po 

Elobey 

Coriftco 

Feb- 11. 1012 

■t 1 j, ,+ - * 

,f 20, M 

6 ! .#■ 

4 iMf- 
11 A.tf- 


l certify the above itinerary is correct. 


El. RED WELL* 

JVocjmc ial i ’omm issionrr- 


Enclosure 5 in No* 1. 

Minute by Mr. Moore. 
arable Provincial Governor, 

POLICE, Lagos and central province, district commissioners at ports, and 
^iii up-country stations have been communicated with. Special party of police 
JJ? J® to investigate these operations, and certain other enquiries have been made, 
* it is inexpedient to detail herein, but which 1 will communicate to you orally if 

*ish. 

All these enquiries tend to show that all Reis and Thompson's enterprises were 
1 Jpeted in exactly the same way, and have failed to discover any facts which could 
a charge of slave-dealing, to constitute which offence it is necessary to show 
Persons have been either— 

0;) Taken by force; 

Purchased outright; or 

That the principal parlies knew that their victims were to be treated as skives. 

^ As far as it is possible to determine here, none of the above factors exist, nor 
there seem to bo any reason why these labour agents should have adopted the 
me, expensive, and dangerous occupation of slave'dealing when they could 
Mi income so much more easily by the course they actually followed- Moreover, 
^ lr Private papers indicate that the remuneration they received, though liberal, was 
' ^Hiciently so to enable them to pay the price of a slave, 
j. 1 The offence appears to me to be precisely one of those with which the Native 
Ordinance was intended to deal. 




We/* 21 r 1012. 


0. MOORE, 

, [ i:i id Commissioner of Police , 


Calakor, Vorch 1, 1012. 
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^EST AFRICA, 

WXPIDENT1AL. 


[August 19,] 


SixrtoN 1, 


■ 35035 ] 


No. L 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—(Received August 19.) 


& 


r < Dormiing Street, August IT, 1912. 

1 AM directed by .Mr, Secretary Hareourt to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
Jljie 1st. August on the subject of the illicit, importation of labourers from the West 
Jf r,ca ji coast to Fernando Po, and to enclose copies of two despatches from Southern 
? J Ieria which contain the only reports by Mr. Bed well regarding this question which 
,Av been received by the Colonial Office. 

1 am, &o. 

HENRY RAMBERT. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Acting Governor James to Mr* UarcouH. 


(^afidonlial.) a.Y. “ Ivy," Snpdr, timthern Km, via, 

■ .. . April 28, 19IE. 

. M ITif reference to your despatch, Confidential, of the 23rd -la mi an and previous 
I ^ G ; s i>midcn<\\ E have the honour to Iran emit herewith two reports from Mr. Bed well. 


-iciitl Commissioner of the Eastern Provinces who, on Sir Walter Egeriorfs 
^ fictions, proceeded to Fernando Po to make enquiries, as far as possible, regarding 
tease of Jabez Linette, and also as regards the other people from Calabar supposed 
jq ^ living in ihot island, according to the Rev, J, H. Harris’s report to the Ann 
mid Aborigines' Protection Society, for the purpose of escaping the operations 
native House Rule Ordinance, 

jj p ^ As regards Jabez Lijietto, otherwise Sampson Odoh, (he enclosures to 
Bed well’s letter of the 23rd March, consisting of a very clear report written 
q. Mr, Punch, District Commissioner, Calabar, statements marked u A*’and " B " bv 
Rip .* Ekfinem Fasten, rind further statements taken hy Mr. Punch, sluov conclusively, 
■i.V- IJ ‘^* w ^ lBt S re A L exaggeration has been attached to this affair, an exaggeration, 1 uln 
J/'.'h on n'pnr with previously lughly-coloured complain is concerning matters in this 
,,‘ Jj|JJJ i^traiii.in sent to you and your predocessors during the last few years from the 
^tary of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines' Protection Society. 

’■ -Mr. Jk j dwell's second letter of the 23rd March, in which he deals with 
^Statements made by the Rev. J. II. Harris and the Rev. It. Banhnm, the latter a 
Sll!2? ar - V Primitive. Methodist Mission in Fernando Po, respecting the natives 
^inborn Nigeria who, as they allege, have taken refuge In Fernando Po under the 
♦w£. ls I L , lhig [o escape 11 to o 3 A i gat ions of the I louse Rule 0rdi rlAnce, is also, 1 subn dt, 
facing. 

, 4. rjj 0 recent eom^pondence which has been addressed to you in Sir Walter 

■ ,j \[ 1 1 m > t i es pa te 1 \ of the Tth Ft ■ I > rus try w i lh respee t to the * i I legal reer u i t j ng 
For Fernando Po is of interest in dealing with tills matter. 

P will lie noticed in Mr* lledwe-HY letter of the 23rd March that it is 
I'^'d tlcaE nuisl. uf the natives of Southern Nigeria come from the Wjirri and Niger 
% » die statements in the correspondence already referred to are therefore 
V\f 1U "'^ L% ^ '^dic.ate, 1 venture to say, the very cursory nature of the enquiry made 
' '’[■ Hums when in Fernando Po. 

I ho facto elicited hy Mr. Red well are hardly consistent with the extract, quoted 
lh-v. If. Ban ham's tailor in Mr, Travers Buxtons letter to the Colonial Office 
q. j , 2 ' Mie 1 1 ih January, 1912. The number of natives, stated to tie about 200, has 


-vyh , ' *■■ T —- ---* -X. W ,.MWUX ^W, Utlfl now 

l; t ], “Scortamal to 1)6 between 50 mu] 60, unless we ore to believe that hi, 
fleecy the Ltovernor-Geoeml has taken the trouble to mislead Mr. Dedweli I feel 
||L^Gd in my own mind that the natives of Southern Nigeria at present working in 
^‘dc, p,> are either of the class that inav be described as escaped criminals, or 
[2C0r> /—J] B 



























3 


wmiEi'il in*'ii or natives who have been illegally recruited and taken to Fernand n I q4 
* . * , * * . 1 .1 . .1° -i* -f ri^-i—ii*- —has & 


lil? 

the 


labourers. I am also glad to think that the result nf Mr. BedwelPe enquiries 
fully borne out tht> opinion held by Sir Walter Eger Ion and laid before you 
despatch, Confidential, dated the l Stb October last* 

T. Returning to the case oF -labez Li nolle, alias Sampson Odok, under tji 
jiTiii mling ordinance forwarded to you in Sir Walter Tiger t on a despatch So. I II nflMj 
i id, February, 1912, this man can of remise now redeem himself, but, I do not consa^j 
that the GalWiient* by Mr. Frank Wilson and others in ibis case have reeem^ 
millicieut confirmation ns to allow of this man freeing himself without any^ money po¥" 
men! P life house, as is suggested in paragraph 2 of Sir Walter Egerton's despalri^ 
Confidej.tial, of the 31st January might be done under certain circumstances. j 

8. Tn conclusion, 1 have the honour to in form you„ with respect to the requflfc 
contained in paragraph 1 of your despatch under reply, that instruct ions had alr&a 1 ) 
be. n issued load political officers not to take action to secure the return of memWiJ 
of a house tn a house when- thee have been ill-treated, or where there Is reason to 
that they may ho ill-treated on their return, and after the receipt of your despu^ 
instructions to that effect have again been issued to all district am missions ra ; buJJ 
should like to mention that I have not heard of a ©a®& where a political officer I*?’ 
ret 11 rued a member of a house to a itoii&s when* there has been any reason to ealerts* 
a fear that, there may tie possible ill-treat tueut on Ins return. 

9. 1 am also addressing Mr. Ihdwell with the view of his rendering the neces . 
assistance to the Soxi them NigitBrian labourers now in Fernando Do to re I urn to lb®* 
homes on the expiration of the contracts they may have been induced to enter into. 

I have, &o. 

K S> JAMES- 



4, 1 have no doubt in my mind that if the Spanish Goveruftieiit,elected to give all 
il ‘* e hoys freedom from their contracts they would with hardly an exception be 
'%r to return. 

i, l discussed this subject with the native traders, European traders, and 
® r -lianlmm t he ^ missionary, and also with various Govern mem officials. They one 
v i at I agreed with my opinion that some twelve to fifteen years ago 1 lie majority of 
j l ^rian natives from the central and eastern provinces, especially lire eastern, then in 
^island were for the most pari either escaped criminals or boys who were afraid of 
F&i&hnront by their houses for some misdemeanour committed.. They one and nil 
. ®rincd me mat this state of affairs no longer exists, though there may bo one or 
f* 0 “uhvidiials still who are afraid to return, not on account of the house rule, bur 
frSQme wrong act committed and through fear of punishment for such net by the law 
J * liy their houses. 

a &• I can find no evidence whatever of any British subject socking liberty under 
^ Spanish flag at Fernando Do. The question of how labour is obtained there turns 
1 Xi [entirely different point on which I am shortly addressing Government. 

i- In conclusion, J cannot discover from either official or unofficial sources the 
evidence in support, of the general state men l made in the extracts referred i>. 

I have, Ac. 

li. B E DWELL, Provi n nV Co w mum to n cr , 


Enclosure 2 in No. L 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

^tracf from Letter front the Anti-Slavery ami Aborigines' Protection 

Mr. Harp on rt. doted June 20, li)lL 


Society to 


Mr. lfadwell to Colonial Secretary , f agent. 

(Confidenthil) _ , J 

Sir, Calabar f Southern Nigcruti March 23, UHi-jj 

UNDER ©over of your letter. Confidential, of the Oth September, yon forward®! 
htc m extract from a letter addressed to the Secretary of State hy the Anti-Slavery 
Aborigines' Protection Society. L 

2, Su fur ha this extract affects one Jabez Linette 1 have reported in n , 
letter* It ia in reference to the paragraphs marked 2 and 5 of the extract (copy 1 
which t enclose} that 1 wish to refer in this letter. 

3* Op my recent tour in the Spanish possessions, I at once took steps on w| 
arrival at Furnaudu Do to see ns many workers from the plantations as i could, 
found ii very difficult, however, to trace labourers from Southern Nigeria other ti ,3 J 
Lagos people. 1 inter viewed between fifty and sixty labourers during my ri# 
there, their Biasters having consented to send for them* Out of this number I fo^L 
nineteen from the protectorate, where the bouse rule applies* 1 asked each fG 
individually and separately whether he was afraid to ret urn to his country. In each co¬ 
llie reply was " uo. 1 ' They mie and ah of them expressed a great anxiety In retnyj 
and the fact that l had sent fur them had raised false hopes in tIda respect. 'H ie 
only complaint was that they had been taken to Fernando Po under false prolong 
All comp him d that they Imcf to serve in the plantations for tw.i in four year* iiceuixW 
to their contracts before they were able to lea ve the island. Most of these boys came 
the Warn and Niger district*. 1 was also assisted in this enquiry by life Excellency d 
(iovemur- General I applied to bis Excellency to know the number id Southern Nig c ^ 
natives registered under Government as labourers in the plantations. No hlnnii^j 
avc allowed on the plantations without being registered. His 
me that the number anniented to between fifty and sixty, so that ...... 

si third of ihe number* I could only obtain the presence of those who were w |tJl . 
reasonable miking distance. It is therefore a matter of some surprise to mu 
and how Mr. Hams met with the confirmation of the "evils attending the workbj# 


1 1 L { j I.. . ■ fillfu E I rdin:nice in the island > <1 f ■ ; :i:.:. ‘ 1 'n, or where Ik- ubi ;d n-'d W 

infonuatiou that there were 10O to 2lKl natives of tin; rastern and central pravii ,( 
living in that islaiul of whom n proportion were there to escape the operation of 
ordinance, or for bar of being enslaved if they returned to their country. 


■ MEANWHILE, my comnnltce desire to inform you that Mr. Harris has met 
(jJ au unexpected confirmation of the evils attending the working of the House Rule 

1 ■ tl ffh i i ? i ■%. T 1.V rf L. V- - . - l_ -] _ jT . _ _ —I - ft f 1 " 1 1 1 , I Pil.!l 

month. 


are 

provinces of Southern 
proportion arc aaid to be there 


V f T Ui eseape. the operation of the ordinance or from fear that they may become 
Hav ed " under it in case of their return. 




! 1A reasol]al>ie suppose that a further enquiry in territories adjacent to the 
5 and central provinces would probably revival the presence of u large number of 
^B 8 ; l>^t even if Fernando Po stands alone in this respect, I am respectfully to 
that it is contrary to British traditions of liberty and dr rogatory to British 
! J Ia ^ I * 1 or der to enjoy personal freedom, British subjects of good character 
be compelled * ' • * - 


to seek their liberty umler the Spanish or any other foreign flag, 

TRAVERS BUXTON, Secretary. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 1 


define Governor James to Mr. HarcourL 

Lagos. Southern Xign-ia, June 20. BH2. 


J r tMijvif, auMfctrni ^wjerw, *tunc HflJL. 

Ir 'h i J ^ 5t hon ? u T acknowledge the receipt of yon r despatch, Conjideuti-d, of 
, May ( transmitting a copy of a report from the commanding officer of 11G 


s s Jdp ** Dwarf, in which that officer states that he is of the opinion that slnvt 
^ cxtais at present between ports on the West Coast of Africa and the islands of 
g tl# |° Do* San Thome, and Principe* 

um of the opinion that the transactions referred to cannot be described as 


° r although they appear to be akin to the common law 

^^ n PP^ n Kt or stealing a person out of his country, and, of course, they 
> ilrary to chapter 120 of Southern Nigeria Laws. 

^iv,J l:iv,; idt'vady issued instmctionti fur the estuary of the Calabar and Cross 
be patrolled by a police launch with a view to stopping, as far as possible, any 
fJ l illegally recruited la hour being taken to Fernando Du* 

[2605 t —I] B o 
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- . 

4. Orders have also been given for a police patrol lo be Stationed in the ' J Pl^ 1 

readies of the <ross River fur the purpose of patrolling the waterway from Ifcom to tJf 
German boundary- t J 

5, 1 am advised by the Attorney-General that the police have power to search 
ships, and I have accordingly given instructions that all ships should be siiarolWj' 
the ports of Southern Nigeria for the purpose of taking action under the law foT^f 
prevention of any Infringement of the Native Labour (Recruiting for Foreign 8S viCf 
Ordinance. 

6, 1 am also causing the agents of the shipping companies to be addressed «t |J5 
view to the captains of their vessels being warned so that they du not unwittingly 8*®* 
In any infringement of the provisions of this ordinance* 

7, I am of the opinion that legislation should be uniform on the question of® 
illegal recruitment of labour in the West African colonies. At present each cojjjjj 
has its own law* and there are wide divergencies in the penalties inflicted under tWj 
laws ; for instance* under the Southern Nigeria law the penalty is six months’ 

moot or 100k fine, on the Gold Coast two years or I EM. line* At present we cat lE r 
demand extradition for fugitive offenders against our foreign recruiting laws ^ 
escape to the Gold Coast, while the Gold Coast can do so for fugitive offender? 
escape to Southern Nigeria* * am 

8. i am accordingly having prepared a model ordinance dealing with this 
which 1 irust to be able to submit to the Governors of the Gold Coast and Sierra WS 
and I trust that, the several governors will, as soon as possible, be in a positiofl 
submit their pant proposals to you as asked in paragraph 3 of your despatch * 3ttl1 
reply. 

9. In connection with the last paragraph of your despatch under reply, 1 
been in communication with -Mr. Bedwell, who informs me that Mr* Fosbury y^ L V 
Fernando Po in hie capacity as consul in January 1910; no report on that visit 
however, ?enl in. Mu Bedwell appears to have visited Fernando Po in June h 
and, alt hough no report was received from him at the time, ! now forward a 
together with its enclosures, from that officer* dated the 8th June, 1012* iu^whieJm 
seifs forth the several matters that engaged his attention on that occasion* Tito 
why Mr, Fosbery did not visit Fernando Po in 1911 was given in Sir Vv alter Eger 
ilc-?patch dated the 7th February. Mr. Red well, who subsequently took over <jj 
duties of provincial commissioner, was unable to spare the time to visit Fernando 
until in February of tins year, and a report of his visit and the result of Ids 

into the Jacob [•«] Liiiette ease was forwarded to you under cover of my dvs|* 1 | 
i tmfiduniud, dated the 28th April. lam strongly of the opinion that the proving 
• oinmissioiier of the eastern province has not the time to carryout the duties o£ B r3C jj. 
consul to tie Spanish possessions in the Gulf of Guinea, and I am suggesting 
1 fovernments of Sierra Ijeohe and the Child Coast the advisability of recommit 
to you that a resident consul should be appointed at Fernando Pa 

- I have, &c. „ 

!•’. S. -JAMt> 


wworei 1 , from I he fact linn the country lieliimi ilwm luis never U-eu opeiind nn. Hint 
& tins connection 1 enclose a copy of a letter addressed to the Board of trade, in reply 
^^KpiirittB^itkiJL dint di pnrUmml, which gives the impression made on mymindnt 
lifetime of my visit. 

3. I find i,he grwiiesl difficulty in obtaining statistics oillicr useful or inlureatiiig, 
ln Connection with the trade in this colony. The local Government publishes piece- 
]| ^h arid oidy (Kx'asioually a lew figures relative to shipping and 1 rude, and I had tu 
''"pud primdjtally oneOdversai ions with officials and those uf mercantile community 
fe geneml in format ion. For this reason, as explained to the Foreign Office, my 
j^wal report lias such few figures of value. I forward three copies of it in case none 
l:u Ins.Mi sent to you* 1 emrlosea list ol the number of niultcrs enquired into during 

hy v ; S j U 

H- BEDWTSLL, His Britannic Majesty 1 & I'vhhmL 


a 


Enclosure 5 in No. 1. 

Mi\ Bed well to Colonial Secretary, Lugot*. 

f^ir. Calabar, June ft, 

THE first consular trip to Fernando Po made by me personally was in 1910- 
the 19th June in that year 1 lefL Calabar and arrived at Fernanda Po on the 
, iiclose n copy of my itinerary of that journey and also of my handing-over U'y 
tu Mr. Bobbery, showing whai action had been taken on matters outstanding front , 
previous vkit. At tin- (inn-? of my visit the colony was awaiting the appointment^ 
governor, anti Sefmr Don Lttis Dntam was acting in that capacity. Though 1 iv> 
every courtesy and politeness, 1 found it extremely difficult to get any definite . 
taken by the colon ini Government on any of the matters put before l hem, and my { \ 
wa-s chiefly occupied in personally interviewing the acting governor over matters 
! i:: = I already gone before .Mr, Fishery, There were practically no new complaints h* 
to me on that visit. , ] 

2, From Fernando Po I proceeded to Sail Carlo* This place Is situated t 
beautiful bay, but Is unimportant either commercially or politically. F.lobey and 
an (tie principal -ports of im porta ace in the colony after Fernando Bo, Both s Ll 
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West Africa. [August 21 ] 


CONFIDENTIAL. Auction 3. 


[35442] No. 1. 

Acting ConsuWJcncral Park# to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. G4. Africa.) 

Sir, Monrovia t July 25, 1912. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of jour despatch No. 27 dated the 
*k\i June, respecting the AngloLiberi&n boundary disturbances, and enclosing copies 
correspondence on die subject together with copies of sworn statements (the latter, as 
Instructed, are returned herewith), in connection with the recent occurrences at iColahun 
Liberia. In reply I beg to state that the contents of the sworn statements were 
y communicated to the Liberian Government, who, in acknowledging receipt of 
copies thereof, desire their thanks conveyed to His Britannic Majesty's Government 
k<r Llit- information given in those statements, and 1 enclose a copy of their letter. 

E understand that the Liberian Government have already deprived Colonel Lomas 
*ud Lieutenant anti Commissioner Cooper of their military rank, and that they are 
^ longer connected with the military forces of Liberia. 

i have, Ac. 

M. V, a PARKS. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 

\h\ King to Acfuifl Consul-General Park*, 

Sir, Monrovia, July 19,1915. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 46 of 
1 ^ I Gib instant, transmitting, by direction of your Government, copies of sworn 
Aments of witnesses in connection with the alleged recent occurrences at Kolahnn- 
> You will please convey to your Government the thanks of til© Lilreriau Government 
i'" the information contained in the documents thus furnished, which will no doubt 
^ of great aid and assistance to us in the investigation of the matters to which they 
Net, 

The Government of Liberia deem it expedient that the greatest amount of 
]' P| Xauitii>u should be exercised in the handling of a matter of such grave importance, 
hj that the ends of justice may not be defeated, and are therefore acting accordingly. 

With the assurance, Ac. 

C. a B. KING, 

Secretary of Slate. 


[2605 y— 3] 
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^ESTAKRICa. 

to.WlllE.Vi'LAL. 


[September 3.J 


Section I. 


!3?l77j 


No. 1. 


w, 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office* —{ Received September 3.) 

* Downing Street, September 2 , 1912 , 

IN continuation of the letter lit)™ this department of the 1 7th August, on lhe 
of the alleged illicit importation of labourers into Fernando Po and other 
jf^as, I am directed by .Mr. Secretary Harconrt to transmit to vou T to be laid before 
?! ^ rev ' *] ie *ftoloeed copy of a despatch from the acting governor of the 
'Pd Coast dealing with the question as concerning that colony. 

I ana, &c. 

(For the Under Secretary of State), 

H J, READ* 


udentfal.) 


Enclosure 1 in No, L 
Acting Governor Bryan to Mr, Harcourt. 



Government j?m, Accra, July 30, 1912. 

1 Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential despatch of 
^ g| d May, relative to a report by the commander of His Majesty's ship L ‘ Dwarf, 11 on 
;'jbj ( >ct of slave-trading between ports on the West Coast of Africa and the islands 
^ejnando Po, San Thome, and Principe. 

Plus serious matter had already engaged my attention, and formed the subject 
despondence with the Government of Southern Nigeria in March this year, when 
tested the acting governor to move (he commissioner of the eastern province of 
em Nigeria to approach the Spanish authorities at Fernando Po. with a view to 
" fcpmnation of certain British subjects* 

f I attach, for your information, a copy of a letter from the acting governor 
lt ]fliree enclosures from the commissioner of the eastern province, from which 
m be observed that further enquiries are being made. 

I have to report, alao, that three Gold Coast natives have recently been 
uted to conviction in the courts of the colony in connection with the illegal 
w 0rj teuf of laboorera for Fernando Po, One of these men *' Benjamin, 7 is referred 
for. ' hotter of the Sfitli April from the commission of police at t. ‘aluhar, which 
^ Lite enclosure to sub-^ a closure 2 to enclosure 1 of this despatch. 

^ 1' I am in communication with the officers administering the Governments of 
i[j ; ^ r ’ 1 Leone and Southern Nigeria with intent to concerted action to suppress this 
4'^ tR dlh\ and Mr, James informs me that lie wifi shortly transmit, for consideration, 
draft of a model ordinance with a view to its enactment in our respective 
^trations. 

J'j. 1 have to report, also, that on the 9th April last, actingota information received, 

^cted the acting commissioner of police at Accra to visit and inspect the native 
Hit 011 t ^ e steam-ship 11 Emanga," ’ which railed here on the 13th of that month, 
for your information, a copy of Mr. BnttiugtoiFs report, which discloses that 
w ^ ;i dv <36 in question were engaged at Sinbe, Liberia, and that no British subjects 
iiiuong them, 

^ , ^ also attach a copy of a letter from the local agcnT of Messrs. Elder, Dempster, 
wliicli that gentleman protected against my action in delaying llie steamer. 

” hh regard to the incident of the steam-ship " Glenda," mentioned in Mr. Fraser’s 
or* I am not. rirnnaiwi to endome Iris KinteTrtflni thut tlin master of the Vessel was 

r respondent* w i tli 
circumstances as very 
though I was advised by the acting attorney-general that the evidence was 
H te(mg enough to warrant proceedings in the courts* 
ijja Lave little doubt that the illicit trade, which is no doubt very profitable, is 
1,1 i ai by souk- of the musters of these British vessels, and I should like to secure a 
c -l] B 
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conviction against ?me or more of ihoin. Meesr^. Elder, Dempster, and Co. have bee* 
approached m the matter, and their managing director reported on the 3rd 1 uno htf 
that they were issuing special instructions on the subject to alt masters and pul 
1 consider that a letter addressed to ike chairman of the company from the Col 
Office would have a good effect in strengthening the hands of local Governments. 

6. I venture to endorse a suggestion made by the acting governor of South 
Nigeria that a British consul, under the Foreign Office, should be appointed 
Fenian do Po in the interests of British subjects. 

7. In the meantime, the police have received instructions to pay surprise visi^ tJ 
vessels calling at Gold Coast ports en route to Fernando Po. 

I have, 1 

H. BRYAN. 


doveriiment with the names as taken down by the police officer, ami I 'find that the 
rtlfJ c - oast ilst is incorrect in respect of Nos. 1, ami 7, No, 4, namelv T Kwaku A ikon 
not known to these men and they state it is a repetition of the headmans name, No. 6, 
oosna Ingwam, and No. 7, Ivwessie Kwaw, were members of the gang recently 
^-turned to the Hold Coast and dealt with in the letter from this office, Confidential, 
the dOtli rfanuary, 1912. The correct names replacing these three are: Asafua, 
^wesaic Lrebo, and Howa. 

1 5* I enclose 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 

Acttlto Governor James to the Governor, Gold Cog at, Accra. 


Sir, 


Lagos y May 31, 191-- 

IN continuation of tny despatch dated the 16th March, 1 have the honour , 
forward copies of three letters which I Save received from the provincial commissi^ 11 ® 
of the eastern province on the subject of the natives of the Gold Coast referred to * 
your letter of the 11th March. . J 

2, 1 have called for a further report tern the provincial com mi esi oner on his Jet*** 
of the 29th March, on receipt of which 1 will address you again on the subject, 

[ have, &c, . 

F. S. J£MF> 


copy of the list for easy reference as sent bv the Gold Coast 
wemment, and I also send an amended list showing the names as given by these 
men in question. 

0. J have forwarded a copy of their complaint to the Governor-General, Fernando 
", asking lus Excellency to be good enough to enquire into the alleged ill-treatment 
die gang under their Spanish muster. I have no doubt whatever, if their state* 
| true, that this man will be severely dealt with by the Fernando Po Government, 

i on J 1 ire P m *i n in c U^tion are being returned to Sekondi by the mail leaving 
unday the 5th May, 1912, and I have the honour to request, if you consider it 
pessary* that a refund should lie asked for the amount of their passage from the Gold 
Government. 


I have, Ac. 

H. BED WELL 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

Provincial Commit lone r Eastern Province to the Colonial Secretanj, Lagos, 

(Confidential.) . 

Calabar. March 29, liH-; 

IN reply to your letter, Confidential, of the 21st March, 1912, 1 am m&k 1 
enquiries as requested in reference to paragraph 4 of the enclosure bo your letter. 

2. I am afraid die repatriation of Gold Coast natives from I'Wuaudo Po is 
Impossible provided that all on the list have, as it is presumed they have, been n* 
to enter into contracts on their arrival at Fernando Pa They would then, as rctf* 
that colony, be legally employed for the period of their contracts which vary from 

to four rears. J 

3. \ will, however, forward the mimes sent to mo to Fernando Po, and oM'b 
from that Government to the possibility of any or all of them being returned to 
Gold Coast. 

I have, Ac. _ 

H, REDWFhb 




Enclosure 5 m No. L 

Commissbnur of Police to the Provincial Commissioner. Eastern Province. 
ish) 


r diw i v , Calabar , April 26, 1912. 

k A IiAV b t!>e honour to attach copy of a statement made at this office yesterday 
<&?* c PerS0D f (^ doo named Ananka, Kwamina Kuuie, and Asalua, natives of the 
} Coast, relative to their being engaged with twelve others about nine months 
j? J jy one Benjamin under false pretences and taken to Fernanda Pa t from whence, 
j consequence of ill-treatment, the three above-mentioned escaped to Victoria, 
and eventually to Calabar, arriving on the 21&t instant, 
in,] 7i Aa you, are aware there arc previous confidential papers on this illicit recruiting, 
'HvnZ ™ lknjamm liaH Wq refem,d to before; bis description is also recorded 


er papers. 


it,.. did not nccomptmy t.lie party further than Elmina, but the Lagos man 

(C“? the whole way and engaged in work in the town of Fernando Po, while the 
luli i . Guast men were sent to work on a farm some two miles distant. No 
| information as to the Lugos man can be elicited 

■T Th *f dnfe men mentioned are remaining in Calabar, where they intend to 
n Wt >rk and await ike escape of the remainder of the party. 

1 have, &c. 

* (For Commissioner of Police), 

J. L R. PARRY. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 3. 

ProiwiVd t 'ommwimcr Pattern Province, to the Colonial Secretary. Layw* 

^Confidential.) CnWmr, April 2 !), 

' IN reference to my Confidential Utter of the 29th March, 1912. 1 have the lio^l [ 
to enclose copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Police rvhmve to tin osraf 
three native* of tic Gold Coast from Fernando Po. , 

2. It will Ite observed that according-to their statement they were auraote^ 
the usual way by offers of work at high price* at Gnlabar. Tlmy belong, accordifll 
their statement, to a gang of fifteen people under n headman t ailed Kwow Akim 

3, This gang formed the second List nf the enclosure to vnur letter,. Conhdeflfl 

of the 21 at March, 1912. ■ 4 

V. I have questioned the men and compared the mum s as gi veil by the Uoiuv , 


Enclosure 6 in No. 1. 

Statement* made by Three Xatircs of the Gold Coust. 

A N A N K \Y A stu tea .— 

, "*J ,ve <>r Anw&f™. in Second*?. About nine months ago, one, Benjamin, 

i •vhh m " rfn ' "V* 1 “ >l !f d ®“* Kw “ kM “’ *<* get Mm Mm. U.v* to take to (iibt.ar 
■j ^rteln f mau> ' V | 10 ,T d ? re<1 A m t0 set Cfln0B *"‘ l lwy«. Kwakua eollecUid 
' ilir| hi’. , a ”' a „ lei1 f “ Mmx-'If. making fifteen. \f 0 nil went to Reiijauiin 

t,," k lie on lie said kwakun s j.av as a headman will Iw -JO,, per month, 

U1.C feh! i'if 11 ahi'-Ii i ..i S" idfa^inf L ILh Li.Gi. . . I_ J i » 


per month. Benjamin asked us to accompany him to 
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arrived 

Calabar 


Ehmmi, We did so. After a week ai Elmma steam-ship Bakana 
Benjamin gave us in charge of a Lagos man ami said he should take us to ( a (a bar 
We went on board the steamer and she left the port, After nffie days we armi 
Fernando Po. The Lagos man took us ashore and handed us to one, Bikitana, 
Spaniard. Bikitana took us to his cocoa farm and gave us mate bets and set us■ ® 
work at the farm. He gave us two cups rice each weekly, and some salted tali, 
work For four months but no pay was given us. He used to flog us every day. It 
about 2 miles from die town to the farm wo were working. As we could not end _ 
the ill-treatment my further, myself. Kwanmia Kunm, and Asatoa ran away ^ jw. 
night and came to town (Fernando Vo) and them took a canoe and escaped to Victon* 
We reported ourselves to the governor of Victoria, and he took the canoe we hroug 
from us* The governor ask us if we have any money to pay our passages._ We ** ■ 
no. He gave us work. After four months and two weeta work U Victoria vve J ■ 
sufficient money and paid our passages to Rio del Key, per steam-skip kantee- 
our arrival them the Government detained us for ten days. After theten day* 
Government sent us to Ikang- We arrived Ikang on the 20tb April, BL. aud thea^l 

to Calabar on the 21$t April, L91i^ , , „ 

The following are the names of the twelve who are still at Fernando i o 

Hour, 


K wr k u n (headraan). 
Cudjoe. 

Qkeku, 

Quassu Frebe. 

Quesi B»nto, 
Nvnnkue- 


Coffee Mensah. 

Codjoe Emu 
Kwaku Bosanku. 

Quassi Efu. 

Cudjoe Meusah- 

ANANKWA, hi a X murk. 
KWAMINA KUMK, his x 
ASAFL t A, his x mark. 


m 


ark- 


Kwnmma Kume anti Asafua continued the above* , - 

Thr statement having been read over by me and interpreted by on®, Qnesi L ^ 
to the deponents, they set their marks us having been correctly token by me, 

lhas, E* 

Inspector of PqU& 


Amended List. 

* 

Labourers said to have been sent to Fernando Po by Benjamin. 


Hubs. 

From whom Recruited. 

Time Sent 

L K wow A turn 
i. Kujo ftaioft) 

\-ji:icjf(s[ ii] Sccoudee district 

►I 

About July 19 11 

3v Aqtmiko . 

t+ * - 


4. Askfu* ,, 

Tt - * 


&, Awn Kwow 



& Qunusi Frc-bc 



7. Ilowii ,, ,, * . 

FT Winning. Aiknm* . . 

11 ** 


y. Kojn Menftih 

1C, K wfesaie lifi-pQii 

11, Kiita Yarikuri .. + , 

« 


\ 2. Kwokti tJiiHimcbi.. 



13. Kwesi ( Rok-hiiit i) ,* 



14* K'oje Ainoo 



ift* Kii|] Mfisn&b 

Mi . « ‘ 



Hone of these men have returned. 


Enclosure S In No. L 

Vrurhiciut * 'nmmtx.'ii.nticr, faint* n< to ri'r Aon nil Secretary t Iakjq#. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 1. 


ufi&ential.) 

Calabar, May 6, 1912. 

IN continuation of my letter, OunMential, of the 29th April, 1912 t and with 
^oreuce to paragraph 7 thereof, 1 have the honour to inform you that two out of the 
men referred to, ;.t\, Anankwo and Kwamuna Ukama were granted passage 
by the Government to Seoondi by the mail of the 5th instant. The third man* 
Spurn* has elected to stay behind, the Commissioner of Police informs he having 
billed employment 


List as received from tlu Gold Coast Government. 
Labourers said to have been sent to Fernando Po by Benjamin. 


Nil me, 

From where Recruited. 

Time Sent, 

1, Kwow Akum 

Amanful in rieccindev dijifriert ** 

About July 1911. 

2. Kojo Stfoe .. ■ * 

i* 

H 

3. AiJtu Arko .« 

t. 

ft 

| T Kwiiku AiktMi 

W* 

tl 

Amin Kwo* 

** ** 

ti 

fl, Knbinw Idvwwji .. 

Tt ** 

fl 

7. Kweimic kwiw 

1. * * 

PI 

s, Kwamma Aikutii , - 

H 

*! 

y, Koja Met»%h 

M * 

II 

JO Kfooti 

If ' * 

IP 

11. Kofi Yiikitu , * 

If ' * 

tl 

12. Kw'ykn ifri'jimiclji .. . + 

fl * * 

II 

IH, Kw*-*i llousbhifiC 

It •** 

14 

i i Koji> AldiNJ . > 

0 

■*r 

1*^. Kofi IfemAh *. 

i +. 

i f 


T have, Ac. 

(For Provincial Commissioner), 

AJ* B, HARCUHRT. 


fc 


Enclosure 9 in No. L 

Adilvtg Cirm^nissionir of Police to the Colonial Secretary, Lagos, 

,r > April 15. 1002. 

L GN the 9th instant his honour the deputy governor showed me a telegram, copy 
^bed, and instructed me to make the necessary enquiries. 

L *• The steam-ship M Batang* ' WUB expected ill at daybreak on the 10th instant 
v ‘ r bd not arrive until the morning of the 13th, when action was taken as shown in 
copies of correspondence* 

The “Bruce" referred to is con wasted with another case* From information 
v ed on the 13th instant ! am given to understand he is now at Fernando Po. 


None of iliesi men have returned. 


I am deabag with paragraph $ or my instructions to Mr. Adams under a 
rarate cov^r as that has also nothing to do with this ease* 

D. BETT1NGTGN, 


[2630 c 1 I 







































Enclosure 10 in No. 1, 

Mr. Gatlin to Colonial Secretary , Ateem. 

(Telegraphic,) Dixcove, 

ON board “ Butanga " are 150 boys to Fernando Po without agreement ; pie®* 
order for disembarkation at Accra. Please reply Ebuina. 



Enclosure 11 in No* 1* 

Memorandum from the Acting of Police to Mr, Adam#, 

(Jommissloner of Police, dated 9M April, 101 2, 

PLEASE go on board the steam-ship ts Bfitanga lf on her arrival at Accra 
inform the captain that ir is reported that lot' boys are on board proceeding 
Fernando Po contrary to the provisions of tlie li Master and servant and Fore*#^ 
Employment Ordinance No. 5 of 1S932' 

2. Ask him to fall in all the deckers. 

3. Ascertain if there are auy boys going to Fernando Po* 

4. Ascertain if they are Gold Coast boys. 

5* If the answer to (3) is in the affirmative and (!) is in the negative, just ta® 

statements from a couple for information and report if necessary* 

0. If the answer to (4) is in the affirmative, and they have not agreement* ^ 
laid down by law, explain to them the result of previous boys' experiences, audA 
the agents who enlisted them are aboard and refuse to bring the boys before aj 
district commissioner (who cannot act without his Excellency's consent in writing-/; 
and get a couple of boys to come on shore ; if they agree, arrest their agent and 1 ^ 
the party to the police station. .. 

7. fi no one will gome off get statements, from the boys, and bring them to 
police station. 

■S, As regards any labour leaving die colony be guided by rules 1 2 t 13, 14, 

960 and 907, volume I* 

Tf 4£ Bruce” is on board arrest him for contravening sections I and 10 of N 0, 
of LS93. Warrant of arrest is at Gape Coast. His description herewith. 

T>. BETTINGTON- 


Knelosure 13 in No, 1. 

Statements of <teld Count hrLmrcrx, 

Solomon states:— 

* T J ®p hret heiidman of a gang of boys on board the steam-ship 14 Ratanoa ” ] ain 

^ Mbenau and live Sinoo, * 

I wa* with others recruited to go to Fernando Po, No. 95A and three women. 
rv mpu] G recnate “ by au Englishman named Farleigh of the Liberian Rubber 

e all know that we arc going to Fernando Po* 

■ o are all Liberians. There are no British subjects amongst us. 
e arc all under agreement to work at Fernando Po* 

^rmuid j P ^ l3a ^ a ®^ w ^h the conditions under which we arc going to 



^ Weses— 
W. R 


SOLOMON, hi s X m,irk, 


Caley, Master* 

J* W. W eir, Chief Often-. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 1. 

Atmistant Commissioner of Polite to Acting Commissioner, Accra. 


Si i 


I 


C&sher Fort, Accra, April 1 3, l£H- 
proceeded on board the st©ani'^ lj 


IN accordance with your instructions 
“Batauga to enquire into the above matter* 

1 arrived on board at S' 3D a_m. arid ini mediately saw I he master, Captain - . 

who rendered me every possible assistance* At my desire be mustered all the /L 
for Fernando Po. I interrogated them and found they were all Liberians from Swral 
there were no British subjects among them. They all knew their destination tc 
Fernando Po, and they are all under agreement to work for tin? Ain has Bay TraW 
Company for one year or more if they desire to do so. They are paid every tbn. 
months, and in the event of any of thorn getting ill they are to be returned fit ^ 
to Sinoe. They all stated they wore quite satisfied with the terms of their agreeiW aJ ?| 
I Attach the statements taken by me and also a copy of each headman's 
to the Ambus Bay Trading Company which shortly sets forth the terms of 
agreement 

A sealed packet of papers wjik opened by the master in my presence and ^ 
by mo. This packet contained a list of the? boys and duly attested agreemcnt^l 
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m order. Other papers in the packet more business letters and schedule of exp 
such as head money, Ae. 

I gave the master :tcertificate tn the effect that the packet was opened if. r 
presence and at my desire to enable me to verify the fact that these boys wen? Li bed®* 5 
and that agreements did exist* 

I have. dc. 

C* H. AJ)A^> 


t* Statement taken bv 
day of April, 1912/ 


me on board steam-ship 11 Baumga,” Accra Roads, this 

C* H. ADAMS, 

^■1 t lavnmixxkmer of Police. 


Jack 


states: — 


of H headman of a gang of thirty one labourers recruited at Shoe by Farleigh 
** J- J-ibenan Rubber Company. 4 * 

W Since and all my gang live at Shoe, 

’Vpaji ^ ali reCr " ite<t *° fi0 t0 Feru:1,llio I’° to work for the Ainbas Bay Trading 

w* ! ' re -‘U nnder agreement to work for one year or more if we desire to do so. 

.ire quite satisfied with the conditions of our agreement 
0 ur ^ going with the knowledge of the Liberian government. 

^blesses— JACK, his X mark. 

W V R. ('alxYj Master. 
b A . \\ eie, Chief Officer. 


y S 

* *»y .‘,rA'pSj“ , 191» b> me 0,11> ' )ara liUK “ u ' t)hi P “ Sa tonga” in Accra Roads, this 13th 


C. II. ADAMS. 

(A.otimixxuou r of Police. 


Enclosure 14 in No* 1. 

I In- British and African Steam Navigation Company to the Amb&s }j n if 
l radmg Company, Santa tnaoeht 


Sim, 

Fuji 


Sinoe. Liberia, 


March 30* 1912. 

work for 


7 " l ,r - 1 ® !• nu: 

Tbf* Company (Limited), to work as directed, 

thr+ M engage mo in is for one year from time of arrival at Fernando Po— 
°° JS ami headman are agreeable to remain for a longer period* Boys to 




















he paid every three months. Any boy or boys ill are to lie returned to Sinoe if 
ordered by doctor. 

JACK, his X mark. 
THOMAS J. FElGilERY. 


iSSL jocament is the Property of His Britannic Majesty s Government] 


Enclosure 15 in No, I, 

West African Lighterage and Tran?part Company to tin Cdrmiai Secretary, Accra* 

Hear Si r r Accra, West A frica * April 15, 191—- 

^'E have a very serious complaint to bring before you. The stoaneslii] 

" fiataugn " arrived I cere on Saturday morning for the south coast, specially called i ]i 
to take deck passengers down to the Congo, On tier arrival the police went off and 
hoarded her, imd all the deck passengers were examined and their notes certifying 
dial they wore cog-aged were also examined, and after the examination of their papeff 
everything was found to be in order, j 

rhrnugh this action of the police it means a matter of 100L expenses to i.Jic sbif 
fw delay caused here. It. appear, though we are hardly in a position to say as vt 
havt- lint seen the telegram, that a telegram was scut up the coast advislug ■ 
i mvcnmient tha< there were a large number of deckers being taken down the coasM 
the Congo and Fernando j'o, and that practically they were going to lie sold and use*! 

slaves. It was through this telegram that, the police took action, evidently acting 
on your instructions. Hie man who sent this wire is in the town, ami we think $ 
only right that you should help us to take action against him, 

A similar instance happened with the ,l Glenda." Accusations wore made again 5 * 
the captain of slave dealing. We went, to endless trouble io find out the whys ^ 
wherefores* but the us plain was quite in order, 

\\ e should like you to give this matter your kind consideration, and would b* 
very much obliged if you would grant the writer an interview to see you on tk’ 
subject. If you would telephone tis first thing in the morning and fix an hour, tk f 
writer will fje very pleased to be with you at your own convenience. 

If n similar action happens again it means a very serious and costly matter ^ 
Elder, Dempster* and Co,, and in their interests we must ask you to give this y$9 
full consideration. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Yours, Ac. 

W, F, FRASER, Agent 


W3T AFRICA. 

^WPinBNlTAL. 
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[September 1th] 
Section 1, 


No. !. 


Acting GamuWmcral Park* to Sir Edvard Gr&j.—tRcMical September 16*) 

l^ti. 7 L, Africa,) 

Sir, Monrovia, August 25* 1012. 

WITH reference to vour despatch No. 32, dated the 22nd July, requesting me to 
'nfFjimt the Liberian Government that the work of the Boundary Commission cannot be 
'' ^lamented until the end of the present wet season* 1 have the honour to inform you 
’tot vour instructions have been duly carried out, 

1 beg to state that in order to assist in preventing any unnecessary delay on the 
\ m 1 of the Liberian Government, when the time arrives, at the end of the wet season, 
for the Boundary Commiroiun to meet, l have asked the Libel tan Government if they 
could advise me as to whether it is still their intention to definitely appoint Major 
Alford the Liberian representative on the commission, and in reply the Secretary of 
%e has informed me that: “Owing to the work of reorganisation of the Liberian 
frontier force in which Major Ballard h nt present most actively engaged, his appoint- 
on the Boundary Commission 1ms not yet been definitely decided upon." 
Arrangements arc being made, however, for an alternative to Major Ballard, should it 
1h found impossible for the major to serve on the (commission. As soon as such 
^tongt-menls are effected I shall immediately comma nit ate the same to ycm for the 
111 format ion of your Government, 

I have also reminded the Liberian Government that for demarcation purposes it 
u mu Essential for ilieir re present ativo to bo efficiently equipped with the necessary 
keying instruments, a suitable camp outfit, and that he should be pi ov hied with 
Nfieient f imt ] s lx;fore leaving Monrovia, to enable him to meet his expenses whenever 
Fl *torred during the operations of the Boundary ( om miss ion. 

^resident Howard has intimated tome that be has no knowledge of what. ts actually 
paired for such work in l he way of instruments or their coot, ami (hat he doubts if 
% of ids officials have either. As to funds, it appears to me that the president does 
tj< t vet grasp the important fact that the expenses of an official ui connection with a 
^^iidary CoiumisBioii are usually heavier than one’s ordinary daily expenses would be 
^■ where ; but of course he makes allowance for the cost of earners, though not as 
Ll uieh aw a European would for such la I Ham 

1 have, «C» 

M. Y. H. PARKS. 


r 


[2630 j*—1] ■ 





















H JfersrTrn*, 

[Tina Document Ls the Proparty of His Britannic Majesty's Government] 


'VEST AFRICA. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 

’[382681 No, l * 

}fr, Whitelaw Herd to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 18.) 

£ir, American Embassy t London* September Hi* 1912, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that [ duly communicated to mv Government 
Jotar notea of (lie gflth July and the 22nd August respectively regarding the Erenclt 
M German receivers of customs in Liberia, and am now in receipt of the views of the 
f secretary of State, 

It appears that the department has informed the French charge d attires in 
Washington that if the plan to have the French receiver at a post nearest the Franco- 
Sberhm frontier meets with the acquiescence of the other Governments concerned 
l|J| i gives rise to no valid objection now unforeseen on the part of Liberia or tlu>ao 
^POnfiibte for the receivership, the Government of the i idled States will lend its 
^Pport. 

The Department of State has also informed the German charge d T aff»iree m 
Washington that, the general receiver and the receivers of customs Wing alike officers 
] Liberia, the unwillingness of Liberia to recognise in that capacity persons holding 
hi* dual position of receiver of customs and consular officer would be so reasonable as 
£ enlist the moral support of the United States, and that my Government will find it 
^nicalt to ask the Government of Liberia to depart from the principle for which it is 
^tending. The Secretmy of State understands that Liberia haft informed the 
-’t-rnum Government that Mr. Lange is perfectly acceptable either as consular officer 
0r as receiver, but not as both, 

I have, $c. 

WHITELAW REID, 


[September IS.] 


Section L 


[2030 *-l] 























































is Doeumeat is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.] 


"'EST AFRICA. 


[September IS. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


[39251] 


Section 2* 


N~a. L 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office,—(Received September LS.) 

■ * Downing Street, September 17 * 1912 . 

IN' continuation of the letter from this department of the 2nd September on the 
p of the importation of labourers from the mainland of West Africa into Fernando 
^ arid other islands, 1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Harcourt to transmit to you, to 
laid be fore Sir E, Grey, the enclosed copies of despatches from the acting governors 
® the Gold Coast and of Sierra Leone respecting the measures to lie adopted in cider 
” prevent illegal recruiting. 

1 mu, &c. 

H. W. JUST, 


Enclosure 1 In No, I. 

tf, ^ Acting Governor of Gold Coast to Mr, TJarcourt. 

S^^hdentiaJ,) 

* Accra, August 6 , 1912 , 

IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 30th July relative to a report 
by the commander of His Majesty’s slop " Dwarf" on the subject of slave dealing 
j. West Coast of Africa, I have t he honour to acquaint yon that I have this day 
fussed the situation with that officer, and to transmit* for your information, copies of 
6 OnderHvientioned correspondence in connection therewith :—- 

j . *■ Acting governor to His Britannic Majesty’s consul for Fernando Po, Calabar, 
the Gth August, 1912. 

ig “* Acting governor to acting governor, Southern Nigeria, dated the 6th August* 
^ y Acting governor to the commander of His Majesty’s ship * Dwarf/ dated the 


August, 1912. 


I have* &c. 

EL BRYAN. 


Enclosure 2 In Not 1. 

Act ing Governor of Gold Coast to British Consul at Fernando Pa, 


Accra , August (>, 1.91 £. 


j^fidwiial.) 

f^j W* E III nfiwHW t» jfmir ( ‘nnfidential letter of the 39th March JLlnweil t«* the 
r i ^ f p ]|i ^ fiecreUiry, Southern Nigeria, of which a copy has been transmitted to mo by 
Ji-y. ^ Ct lIon 7 ^ ie acting governor* l have the honour to inform you that 1 have to-day 
w . Commander Strong, His Majesty’s ship " Dwarf the question of means 
w hf :tl ^ on cai1 forthwith be taken to repatriate the labourers, British subjects, 
engage n vent at Fernando Po formed the subject-matter of your letter under 

The commander of His Majesty t h ship “Dwarf” has on board one of the men, 
Krawf who escaped from Fernando Po via Victoria, and it is, I suggest, 
>le that* if possible, you should proceed to FernamL > Po on the “Dwarf” 
! Jt v jcw to enquire into the conditions under which the rum tuning eleven men, who 
% A . to be still working on the cocoa plantations, are living, and whether they 
^dished with their pay, treatment, food, &e r 
ivj,[J C lii probable that “ KwassL Kraw ” will he able to point out t he plantation from 
Gj 1 be esca]xd, and so afford a clue to the present whereabouts of the other Gold 
* Natives who Jeft Elmina about July 1911. 
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3. I shall be greatly obliged if you will be good enough to vender to Commands 
Strong all possible distance in his endeavours to secure the repatriation of tittle 
BritisTi subjects, and to put a stop to tins illicit traffic, 

] am sending a copy of tlii-S letter to the acting governor of Southern Nigeria to* 
his Excellency's information. 

1 have* &Cl 

H. Bit VAN. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

jlcii ng Governor of Gold Coast to Acting Governor of Southern hhjerui. 

fConfidential) 4 

glr K Accra, Auptutt 6 , 1912 * 

IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 30th July, i have the honour 
to transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter which 1 have this da? 
addressed to the consul for Fernando Po at Calabar. 

2, I trust that my action in requesting the active co-operation of the consul 111 
assisting the mmmamler of His Majesty a ship 11 Dwarf" to suppress the illicit trfltfa 
referred to in the previous correspondence meets with your concurrence. 

o. The commander of His Majesty's ship “ Dwarf * expects to arrive at CalftW 
about the I-lth instant, and I shall Ijc obliged if you will telegraph to the commissioned 
of the eastern province to this effect. 

1 h ive T && 

H. BRYAN- 1 


Enclosure 1 In No. I. 


Acting Governor of Gold Const to Commands of the ** Dwarf 
(Confident ial) 

gj Xj .-iccra, August 6, 1012- _ 

WITH reference to our discussion this morning relative to the Illicit traffic^ 
labourers ciigagini :it West African ports (British and foreign) for service m Fernand 
p 0> ailc l re tor ring in particular to the Case of certain natives of tin? Gold Coast who w ' l>pl 
taken irom Elmma a bait July 1 01 1, T have the honour to enclose herewith, for 
information, copy of a letter which I have addressed to the British consul (hr Fernand 

Po at Calabar, , | 

1 trust that this officer will be able to accompany you to Fernando Fo, &n<* 
have no doubt, that lie will energetically co-operate with you in taking meas#®J 
to secure the preservation of the rights and liberties of British subjects in for^F 
possessions, 

1 have, &c* 

II. BRYAN* 


Enclosure fj in No, I, 

Acting Governor of Fierro Taotic to Mr. HanourL 

(Confidential,) _ 

gj r ^ Frectoum, August 2 0, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yvur Conficlentiiil desp«d*5 



the 

sf Acting under your instructions in paragraph 3 your despatch, 1 at ^ 
communicated with the governors of the Gold Coast and Southern Nigeria. At j . 
same time I appointed a committee composed of the collector of customs, the «-"'A 
magistrate, and the commissioner of police, who ix hIko acting ax harWur-maatei . ,l , 
instructed them to make enquiries and fumiah me with their recommendations ^ 
attach a copy of the committcob report, dated the 29th May, and copy of an exU* 
from a minute of the commissioner of police, dated the 17th April, 1912. 
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3. From the report, it will be observed that the committee considers that the 
^sures adopted by the police for enforcing the provisions of "The Foreign Service 
buiiloytnent Ordinance, 1903," and the rules made thereunder, are sufficient so far as 

colony is concerned, ami makes certain recommendations as regards passengers who 
Pf their own passages. 

4. For mmty years a strict watch lias 1>een kept on passengers embarking at 
tow Li, but the difficulty in detecting violators of the law occurs in cases whore the 

finger p&ys his own passage. Steps have, however, already been taken to meat 
^ Cases, in accordance with the recommendations made In paragraphs 7 and B of the 

fcp&H. 

5. The committee's recommendations, however, affect only Freetown, But there 
7 Mother means by which the law is evadedj and which I suspect is much used—1 refer 
^Ihe Mu no River, which forms the boundary between the Sierra Drone Protectorate 

liberia. i believe many natives cross this river near Mauo Salija and go over to 
^' eria, and are thence taken to the Spanish or Portuguese colonies on the coast From 
; t|J ^ to time, rumours have reached me that the men in the protectorate are induced to 
^ livi-rii t! 10 Guilinas country to Liberia as labourers. On arriving there they are then 
5 %^cd by a German firm, and eventually shipped to some port on the south-west 
0j 9«h U ti fortu nately* these rumours, when enquired into, have not been verified. 

<>■ The district commissioner of the Northern Sherbro district has been instructed 
y have a more careful watch kept, so as to find out a tty agents who may be employed 
* entice men over from British to Liberian territory, and the chiefs have also been 
r r 'd to co-operate with the district commissioner with a view to preventing their men 
^iL leaving their chief’i loins for service in Liberia or elsewhere without the knowledge 
01 the district commissioner. 

.,k The Acting Governor of Southern Nigeria, in reply to my despatch on this 
jjoject, suggests that legislation in regard to illegal recruiting should be uniform in 
Gold Coast, and Sierra Leone, arid informs me that he Ls having a model 
^y n aticf prepared, which he will submit to me at an early date. Mr. James also 
f^poiinends that a British consul should be permanently stationed at Fernando Po. 
recommendation is supported by Major Bryan, the Acting Governor of the Gold 
in his reply to my despatch. 

i. 8. I agree with both these officers ax regards the advisability of n British consul 
:|l,i g stationed at Fernando P >, 

1 have, Ac. 

G. B. HADDON SMITH. 


Enclosure fi in No. 1. 

Joint Letter addressed to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

ti 

Colonial Secretary, 

h , IN accordance with his Excellency 1 * instructions, we have considered the subject 

^tlnl 

to in these papers, and beg to report- as folio wb 
* k Wy are of opinion that the present measures adopted by the police for enforcing 
FforinonB'..of * 4 The Foreign Service Employment Ordinance, 1903,” and the rules 
^guladons made thereunder, are sufficient so far m Sierra Leone is concerned, 
q. ** This ordinance makes provision for the return to the colony of all labourers 
i; A'-gerj for service outside the colony, with the exception of those engaged to serve 
ijf- x Voyage on board ships; such voyage to be complete on return of snip to the port 
^gagomeiil. 

^ L As regards those persons who come within the scope of the ordinance, sufficient 
igj'^iaids til ready exist against the possibility of their being sold as slaves. See Civil 
^ p :L "/h'der marked "A' 1 ' attached. Also extract from a minute by the Commissioner 
f> hoe, dated 17th April, 1912, marked M B,” 

U 5* Respecting the krximen and natives of Freetown, who form the class of 
•f!S» who work cargoes uu board ships, we are convinced that from their knowledge 
legal rights and privileges mid well-known litigious characteristics, they are 
l|jb *tble to protect, themselves against any condition approximating slavery, either by 
* own ettorta or through the assistance of their friends and relations 
ct J?' Full laeilities exist iu Siena Leone tor fidging ctunplaiiits ugaiinat ehlpmasters 
■ lj cers oj' ships for any offence, or supposed uiteiice, and with the notorious prone- 
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liras of the natives to ventilate their grievances before the police or in the police eow^ 
we are Screed to the conclusion that had any Mnr.lt ca-sos occurred aa referred to in «* 
Secretary of State s despatch* they would have, without doubt, been brought to now 
by fhe friends or relatives of the persons so disposed of 

7. In order to prevent smy attempt at trafficking in skives a* regards |>ass6i^ 
who pay their own passages* and are thus outside the above-quoted laws and rsgul 
tions, we would suggest that the agents of the shipping companies, who grant dnj 
past^Lgo tickets to such passengers, Ih* compelled by legal authority to furnish to w* 
Colonial Secretary a statement giving the names of such passengers* their destin^H 
and the nature of the work they intend to be engaged in at the port of destinat 
This statement could be forwarded to His Britannic Majesty's consul at Kerin 1 
Po, who could take the necessary steps to protect such persons if any occasion to dol 
arose, 

8. As a further safeguard to the existing arrangements, we would reeo. 
that all labourers engaged on steamers calling at south coast ports he registered by ^ 
police in a record to lie kept for the purpose. Phis record to be signet! by the roaster* 
the ship before he leaves the port, Such a provision will enable m effective check tv* 
made on the persons so engaged on the return of the ship to this port, 

A* Ik VIliET, t'otlector of Customs. 

JL J. BEATTY, Police Maghtmte. 

GEO* L. BROOKS, (ammiteioner of P»U<' 

Frcdmen T Sierra Leone, May 20 , 1012 . 


G, Immediately on arrival of one of these steamers in port a police sergeant is put 
ft board to keep observation, and see that no infringement of the above-named 
finance takes place. 

7, There were two prosecutions lor offences under the ordinance in 1911. hi the first 
,'^ui named Abu Bckari, a Sierra Leonean residing at Fernando Pn, engaged twelve 
fillers in Freetown for work at Fernando Po; he was arrested, prosecuted* convictetl, 
Waited 251. or six months' hard labour. The fine was not paid. 

» *■ In the second case, which occurred on the 27th April, one Kalfidkh, a Siena 

owning a fiinn at Fernando Po, engaged sixteen labourers to go and work 
, lt!pe i he was prosecuted, convicted* and fined lQt or three months’ hard labour. The 
Lrjl -' was not paid. 

fhe re has Wen no prosecution this year* 

(jEQ. L. BROOKS. Commissioner <*f Police. 

April 17 , 1012 . 


Enclosure 7 in No. !. 

Cirii Police Orders by Superintendent of Police , 

(A.) — 

IN future* or until further orders Station-Sergeant Kingston will board 
outward-bound regular mail steamer, that is, the weekly mail steamer, and all outwsj. 
bound steamers to Congo {known as the Villo boats), also the regular German and Sp*^ 
steamers, and he will remain on board until the vessel leaves. Should there be W® 
these vessels in harbour at the same time, he will report the same to the Mm’gennt-u^ll'j 
and the latter will arrange to send 'another sergeant to the second ship, Serf* 



infringement takes place. 
from time to time be given verbally to him by the superintendent or other officer in eh ;,T V 
This order is riot intended to interfere in any way with the orders given to v 
sergeant and constables employed on harbour duty* j| j{ 

All irregular steamers not named in the foregoing order will still lx j under 1 
personal supervision of Sergeant dole. 

Sergeant Kingston will make a short entey in the order book on landing from 
vessel he boards, and very social attention is to he paid to vessels arriving >° i 
harbour in the evening and Wring at night, mid both Sergeants Kingston and ^ 
will remain cm duty until the vcwel leaves, ,j 

These orders and all other orders cm the name subject are to be fully explain^ 
all the men, especially those on water-side baits* 

GEO. L. BROOKS, Superintendent of Pd#* 

Freetown, July '12, 1UG3, 


RncWure 8 in No. L 

Extract of u Minute, dated April 17 , 1012 , from the (\ymmhtsioner of Police to& 

l {imo u m hie ('ohmia ( -See ret a rip 

(B.) J 

5, I may state, for the information of the Secretary of State, that for many fk f 
all south coast steamers calling at this purt have been kept under eWa observationf ^ 
a view to preventing any breach of the Foreign Enlistment Ordinance. Ships w ^ 
under observation are the Belgian ( Vmgo steamers* the monthly Spanish steam* 1 *' 
the south const boats of Messrs. E, lb and Co, 
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Section 2. 


40368] No. 1 

Admiralty to Foreign 0 tTe'e .— (Received September 20.J 

pifidentiiL) 

p£> Admiralty, September 2J, 1912. 

. I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward 
Jj freivitli for the information of tile Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs copy of a 
^I’art dated the 5th ultimo, with enclose res,* from the commanding officer of His 
^ajesty’s ah ip “ Dwarf/ 1 relative to the proceedings of that ship on the West Coast of 
Africa with special reference to slave-trade matters. 

1 am, &e. 

a MURRAY. 


Enclosure in Xo. 1. 

t'poft by Lieutenant. Strong on the Exjwytahon a) Native Labour from Liberia to 

Fernando Do, 


[Ill continuation of letter of April 3, 1912, re Slave Trade,] 

f r, Hitt Majesty's /ihip " Dwarf," at SekondL 

^fidentiaL) ‘ August 5, 1012. 

THE following information was obtained mostly from: 




1 Mr, Parker His Britannic Majesty's acting consul-general at Monrovia. 

2 Mr. Sharpe, the British receiver of customs for the Liberian Government at 
tin. 


3, Mr, G. Von Hiuisden, agent for the Elder; Dempster tympany at Since. 
r M “b Mr Reeve, of Woodin and Co., an agent for Elder, Dempster Com pan vat Cape 
r *hnaa. 

5- Mr, C Weber, agent for Woermann Line tit ( ape Palmas. 


ii L 'The shipping of labour is carried on with the full knowledge and sanction of 
■ Liberian Government, who make a revenue out of it* 

'Lo carry on the business of shipping “ boys/' a licence must be obtained at a price 
' a *0 dnUai-s. 

Head-money of HU. Sd. must ha paid to the Government for each a hoy" shipped. 
,. r Abend must be signed by a Liberian of property for 150 dollars it> ensure his 


'til 


r| Note, -Any Liberian owning a small plot of ground is entitled to sign a 
f], T a f& all open to bribery. It is nobody^ business to see that the “ boys ** 


bond, and 
return nr 


of their agreements, which are supposed to lit 1 for one year,and it is a fact that 
£5* which go to Fernando Pp are always kept over that time—two or three years at 


^ * There are many Firms and individuals engaged in this traffic, among them 

Major Mat bay Mackny (late Cadell), late of the British Army, now Ca rally 
River Trading Company. 

Woermann's agent at Sinoe. 

Weieher and Holm's agent at Since. 

Mr. Pejghery, of the Liberian Rubber Company at Since. 

Wood in and Co/s agent at Cape Palmas. 

The Amhasbay Trading Company at I'ape Palmas. 

• Sot prftUxl, 
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Nelson and Morritz* Fernando Po, 

John Holt and Company. 

3 + The method of carrying out the business is as follows : J. j 

There are always two brandies to each linn, one on the coast and one at I eiunJldo 

Po—the " sender” and the iC receiver/ 1 

The methods of each of these two parties are equally ecaudalom 

The sender” sends out a “ronner, 1 ’ a partly educated native, to the surround^ 
connin' to recruit “bays” from among the Kroomen* Basso Boys mid Ore to 
41 runners” are often supplied with letters from the Liberian Government to the chic^ 
the villages telling them to render nil assistance in supplying the number rcqui„ 
They also take with them a cask of nun as a bribe for the chiefs, and toll the bopj 
that'limy mvgniiig r- tin- (fold On* • > uihern Nigeria. Anolher trick appears^ 
In- to tell them thev are going to San Carlos, which is a town in the south of fern 
Po, but sounds sufficiently like Koreados (Southern Nigeria) to deceive the naU 
These methods an- mreosary to tlm success of the enterprise* as Fernando 1 o has _ 

such a bad name among tfie tribes that no " boys would agree to go if they kiu.u . 

were h.-Ln^ taken tharc. Having recruited as many as possible I lie runners 
t)u>in into the town, where they arc kept am! fed until the arrival of the steamer. 

Stir.— Mr. Reave, of Woodin and Co., Cape Palmas, assured me that »«.*! 
•• I,(.vs ” 1.0 seal were asked on hoard the Steamer if they knew where they were $o»«£ 
Imt'Mr. Welii-r, agrllt for the Woermanu Line, Cape I’alinas, declined that it *• 
itupoeaible for him to get anv “ boys ” for Eerwwdo Po, although he wanted them. J 
III,, reason that he always told them where they were going to. Ihi* gemlcnum ;\ 
me that he wished the labour traffic could be stopped altogether* as it was having a - 
effect nn ordinary trade. 

The *' receivers 1 at Fernando Po wiE pay 5£- for each * boy lauded, l h*/ 
mostly cocoa shippers, and their method appears to be to make an agreement \\i t 
• tu receive all their produce, ift reinrn for utai they SUppl> , % 

with the il lx?ys‘ they require. This $L % plus 115s. Rd. head-money, pins 1/, <«■ Ik*- 1 
passage by steamer, plus the cost of their food on transit., is all deducted 1 j..,, 

' 11 boys' ’ paw 1 tmJi'Tstuiu! they are paid -hi. si-day, and surnuso that tin* !f * ^ 
balance of the full wages, which is probably one peseta inky* so that d._ca'i 
calculated how long it will take to pay off this debt which each “ boy starts wild. 

4, Keeping the 11 boys’ 1 in debt seems to be a most efficient way of retain^, 
them iti die island, and I have In-cn informed ‘that when then term of a g ,r <. J - 
( \piri r s they are often lent money (which* of course, they quickly spend) for ihu. 

purpose. . 

6. “ Bovs” who have returned complain nf the following 

t L) Being put in prison. 

(2.) Being flogged. B ... R ajjr 

(,X) Receiving nn regular meals, but being told to go into the banana- L 

and feed themselves. 

(4.) Being paid in Spanish money. - 

s..l.% They think a peseta is a fthilluig; mid if tlmy try to change the Sp#^ 
money in Fernando Po lhey must puy u heavy discount* and , if thc k v change ii ia 
own country they can Only get 6dL for a peseta. , r . $ 

After working two years, a " boy, oh return, will have only a few shun p 

show for it. 

Tin 1 small cocoa fanners before mentioned* who arc mostly half-bred mulatto 
probably the chief offenders in ill-treating the “ boys. 1 

ti. At 1; rarni * 'ess numbers of “boys 11 were seen to jump overboard from a 
on ii rumour getting round thai they were going to Fernando Bo. 

7. Major Alackav Aha-kay sent ID u boys H to San Thome by the steam- 
1 Roth oral/' aud told" them they were going to I -ago*. Jfe is looking for 0H«. 

5, Since last October about MX) have been sent to Fernando Po by Mr. Fol? 

in Elder, Dempster Bteaaaeril i (V 

!J. It is staled that the Liberian Government owe Mesars. Aoermann ani ^ 
70JHK! dollars, and that nil the head-money for the 11 I toys 11 sent in their steamer* b 
towards paying oCf this debt. 


tin* following steamers I know l.i have carried " boy*to Fernando Pot- 



^Bakana/'ijf the British and African Steam Navigation Co. (Limited) ; 

“ Balaugu/ 1 „ „ P1 

•‘Bathurst/ 1 ,, „ „ 

f * Olemh” 


Togo/ 1 nf W (richer and Helm ; 

pndmhly all tlm intermcdiati; ateamera do m. 
t 11. r riic steam-ship BakanrC' was snipped Tor two day* at Accra 
%il, HI I/, (jiving in a bdegrauii received from lbs Cove. 


on the 

boy# 


13th 

from 


^ ..JR . .. |p _ _ She had loll 

blierin on boartl, but her papers appeared in order aiui she was allowed to proceed 
EiielusEife Xo. 10, p. l i *)- 

It has been suggested to me by an offiem- oti liu 1 Cold ( !imt, who is tborougljly 
Ppiainted with Krontucts, Oait it wnuid In* a maHer of impossibility to keep them in 
J 6 ) 1 place agaiupt tlieir will, a* they are notiibly a clever and independent race; but, 
f i|[ i enquiries which I tnude at hVniaudo Po uu my last visit m November 3 011. 1 
'•" J( i3il say that it would be impassible lo cstjape frotn the island except in a canoe all 
| lv way lo the mainland* as no boats arc allowed to appnxu-li any whore tear the 
*k^uiftrs winch may be in the port. 

, lo. With reference to Admiralty letter of ilie I "ah duly, forwarding a ctipy of a 
•'her received from Hi* Britannic AlajestyX acting consul-genera I ai Monrovia, 1 
Pertained while at Monrovia that thi? special commission mmitinued in this letter has 
been sent* nor does there appear to be any likelihood of ii being sent in tlie near 

|FJ| Urc. 

14. Note to paragraph 1 L of this letter : — 

. ^ it.fi reference to pp. lo and 111 of Enclosure No, 10,* 1 consider it possible that 

^statements of the headman “Solomon 51 and l *Jack” <lo not voice the whole, as I 
i 18 informed by a shipper of labour at (Jape Palmas that he persoiirdly always sent a 
T^ttian in the steamers who did not remain in Fernando IV but returned by the lirsi. 
unity. 

i have* Ac, 

F. E. K. STRONG. 


c; 


N' t ]iHnin). 
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Acting Consul Harcourt to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 14.) 

JHo, B, Confidential.) 

Sip, Calabar , September 16, 1912. 

IN continuation of my letter No. fi, acknowledging tbe receipt of your despatch 
V b Africa, of the 29th May last, I have the honour to inform yon that, in accordance 
*ith the request expressed by his Excellency the Acting Governor of the GSold Coast, 

Under the jnstrujetiom of his Excellency the Anting Governor of Southern Nigeria, 

■ took the opportunity of visiting Fernando Pu on board Hia Majesty s. ship “ Dwarf, ’ 
b ' J enquire into the conditions generally under which labourers were serving in that 
pud, and now beg to submit to you a copy of my report thereon addressed to the 
Secret my, Southern Nigeria, 

2. Fnnn this report it will be observed that the conditions under which labourers 
^rve in Fernando Po leave much to be desired* This is attributable to the fact that 
though tbe laws are very comprehensive they are not, in uiy opinion, from the 
fifthnatlon 1 received, by any means properly carried out; but the conditions of 
‘'h.-ur do not, however, constitute a trade in slaves within the meaning ol the law. 

3. I would ask to lx= permitted to draw your attention to panigrarb 2 of my 
Jeering letter No. 9, Confidential, of the 14th September, 1912, to the Colonial 
^telary. 

( have, «fec. 

A. B. HABCOUBT. 


Enclosure I in No, 1. 


Acting Consul liar court to Colonial Secretary, Southern Niger in* 

{p^dentiaL \ 

■ hj CalalHiTy September 14* 1912* 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for his Excellency's information, my report on my 
S^nt visit to the island of Fernando Po in my capacity as acting consul icr the 
i^iuah possessions hi the Gulf of Guinea, 

y y% In drawing up this report the statements made therein have been mainly 
'^dved from the information received from various sources that came to hand, and 1 
j " ^d aak that it- be understood that 1 am not in a position to substantiate them, as 
ll - time at rny disposal did not permit of my proving up to the hilt the information 
phtreii [ fim alluding to the system I behave is prevailing generally in the adminia- 
^bon of the laws regarding labour, 

3, Should you think tit, I would ask that copies of my report may 1)6 sent to their 
^enciee the Governors of Sierra Leone and Gold Coast respectively. 

I have, <fce, 

A. li. HAItOOURT. 


1 ; 


Enclosure 2 in No. I, 

Acting Consul liar court fo Colonial Secretary, Southern Nigeria, 

It^fidcntiaL) 

J Calabar, September 12,,'1912 

r|f IN accordance with the request expressed by his Excellency the Acting Governor 
J tli e Gold Coast in his Confidential letter of the 6th August, 1912, addressed 
0 * ^.vKidf as His Britannic Majesty's consul for the Spanish possessions in the 
^ of Guinea, and in accordance with the instructions received from hi* Excellency 
Acting < invemor conveyed in hiy telegram ui the 9th August, l have the honour to 

B 
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inform you, for bis Excellency's information, that I prooeeded to Fernando Po on U>- r 
HL Majesty's ship "Dwarf" on the 24th August* returning to Calabar on tltf 
31st idem* 

2; After paying my respects to his Excellency the Deputy Governor-General (n* 
Excellency the Governor-General being unavoidably abec-nt from the island). ^ 
conjunction with Commander Strong, 1 then proceeded to inform bis Excellency. ^b« 
had tull powers to act for his Excellency the Governor-General, of the main object 
my visit to the island, and requested him to render me every facility posable h*’ 
prosecuting my enquiries. This l t>eg to report Ins Excellency most kindly did. 

3. The books of the curador, also known as colonial guardian (overseer), were of* 
for my inspection, this officer being reapffii&ibfo for the contract of all labour. I 11 
through the books and checked the lists which had been forwarded to me by k 
Excellency the Govemor-Gencrub These l found to correspond with the books, 

1. It may, perhap. make it clearer if I furnish an outline of the procedure iu>* 
obtaining generally in obtaining labour for Fernando Po„ The procedure L 1 
follows i-— 


to nati^ 
hv tfor 


to 


;t'"h 


5, La lour being impossible to procure locally, it lias, consequent1 y, to be recrutk® 
from outside the sdmioiatrition, kljourers are sent down from various colonies 
consigned to certain firms or planters in the island* On arrival at Santa Ipbel, tnjjj 
are taken before the curador. who then contracts them for service with the said plant^ 
or firms for various tonus, in some cases one year and in other cases two or t .< 
years and three months up to four years, 

6, On completion of the period covered by the contract, the labourers are suppo^, 
to be returned to the cun&dor’a office, and if this is not done within & reasonable time t 
is hie duty to notify the employer. 

7, The laws with regard to the contracts are very sound and comprehensive. and jj 
properiv carried out should amply safeguard the rights and wellbeing of the labour^ 

I attach, for your in formation, copy of extracts from “ Regulations relating " " 1 

work (labour), approved in ileal Order No. 411 of the 6 th August, 1906 
Commission," 

3. I attach, for your in for mat ion, a copy of the contract book supplit 
labourer, and held by his employer (who also keeps an account book showing payn^f 1 
to the labourers), in which should be entered all receipts and payments in connect* 

with the contract (article 70). . m 

9, The terms of contract are, as will be observed in the mien at the commeuccii^, 
of the book, that a labourer should receive a wlulesonm and abundant ration, couip 0 ®^ 
of at least S50 grammes of rice, 200 grammes of fish, or 100 grammes of salt meat r 
day (article 61), and pay to bo at the rate of 20 pesetas (about 15$.) per month. 

10, According to the contract, half of this sum only is to be paid to the- kihour 

per mouth, the other half to be retained and .sent to the curador*s office on yoniplri. 
of the contract. It is aUo laid down that if a labourer is sick he is to be sent to J 
hospital at Santa Isabel, for which his employer pay* I peseta (aljqut ^' Ljir 
(articles 63 and 64), J 

11, Corporal punishment under the law* is strictly prohibited, and any empky j 
found guilty of the offence is liable to a fine of IQii pesetas (about 3f. 1 
(article G9), 

12, As previously expressed, the law in itself is excellent, but owing tomelpi’n® 4 ^ 
amongst employers of labour, such as inflicting corporal punisiiment, and the corrupt^ 
of the officials whose duly it is to see that the kw is strictly enforced, it is not to 
wondered at ihat complumts agniaot service in the island are so continuous. 

13, I took the opportunity, with the consent ol ins Excellency the Drp’N 
Governor-General, to visit Sfl uuiiy plantations as time would permit of, and intrrropw _ 
as niauy of the labourers as possible, but although liin Excellency raised no ubjectk 1 ® 
my so doing, it was very imtioeabfe that on vach occasion the owner of the property ^ 
there to receive me, and had undoubtedly been notified of my arrival beforehand. J 

14, Gfo Excellency was extremely reluctant Lo my visiting the plantations wit^^ 

bring ucobmpmiicd by the curador or lus subordinate, and 1 would [joint out I * 
tf shadowedduring the whole duration of my stay in the island. ,,Jj 

li. i Vicg to attach for information of his Excellency the governor cop/ ^ 
communication between the Deputy Governor-General and nivsell to show that^ 
Excellency was not only reluctant to allow me to visit the plantations, but also vi 
against tho action taken by me, vix,, interviewing the labourers (British subject*) 
tbemselvea L-yond the hearing of the curador and the manager ol the plantation- 


3 


f ■^ f - t r r studying the conditions under which the boys were sewing* it is only 
t *' jo remark that the quarters assigned m them were not in any one instance inferior 
ltd mf ‘ ° nP been used to find on the beaches of our merchants. They were of 
^quaty dimensions and watertight, but ihe sanitary conditions were not altogether 
l " Vt ' v 11 f * emrec b None of the labourers imported show any sign of bring 
_ iifed, but at the same time they complained of their rations, hut this is not on 
uncommon thing with this class of men. 

I i. Li addition to t he rations kid down in the laws, they admitted that they were 
& *if d * 1 ° cm * plantains and other food stuffs free, which arc grown in abundance 
ar?ic-] H0 r [ ; r iriUitRlllr “ e supply of alcohol is not compulsory ami is governed by 

in_ t lfi ' ** iere [S n,f shadow of doubt in my mind that the laWirers in tht* majority of 
Sp * ih not »•* wth the proper treatment they showId, hut considering that 
rseers are employed, this is not altogether to ho wondered at, 

i ?"°T te * nstance at “ ^ Esperanya's ' plantation, the property of the 
^rV’T’ ; yr, L ia ■ ■ w ’ aiui s ^ ,ls » which i-s manaued by Setter ilaoLodo, the Portugnoee 
the U y? compkmed of being beaten by the ov«eer within the plantation ; but 
ai,rl VI Ck> ,n , , f!o ^ m « s werft “Wrved though the boys were tumeM, they ms 
Ljftn a Pp^^d, hnwevKT, to be thoroughly cowed* (111is plantation covem over 

Z, [■ aim V. ^ he1 , 1 p kl!j if they had reported the matter they replied in the 
\ u 'f \ Y *' ^ r,vn . J 7 as their reason that if they com plained, m their return to the pfouta- 
a ^ U! : kayo to. submit to corpora] punishment ; this, of course, being 


y H-t variance with article Gtl. 
H is somewhat bard to 


see how these difficulties can be got over, as it 


*litr T swHiuwuat imm to see crow ttieee cuiucuiti^ 

^cult for the owner or manager to be at nil places at once* 

21 Tin* treatment the boys receive undoubtedly has led 
a bad 


]S 


to 


Brace, and possibly others, 
me that they hod been told they were going to Oakbar for 
except in tine euse ot two or throe Hnussaa, who were offered work 

curodor 


, i island gotling 

*>o #pi nRl ? € | : ” e,1€ ' 3 their being inveigled from their homes under kike pretences. 

Wk . r labourers from the Gold Coast who were recruited by one Benjuiuiti + 
Hiifl now un dergomg sentenee in Accra, and by r ‘ T 

informed me that they had been told 

r^oloyment, 

tL Lagos, 

r ^ rt3 L feren 5 e to my remarks anent the Spanish officials^n& mftl y t thf* 

7* Sta ” the officers in whose hands lie the well being of the labourers, us it is 
tbr- / u p . to L n> rt) ‘ tnf l the plantations (vide article 77), interview the h .ys and examine 
peif ft r )m,1 l l:i ® 18 i > w w!]lch liie - v art ‘ serving generally, I rim satisfied thev do not 
^iclJ 11 7 i 6lr j d Ul ieS ?® skould do. Boys complained of by their employers (under 
jiui \ " * , ft , * p' 1 Waen S ‘ J111 to Santa Isabel are herded in the ig etiartd, ’ or prison, and 
■*:tnir' Greets under the municipal council for an indefinite iierioil* this 

*5 re ^ u l a ^ ,onfll - ^- n instance of this was given me with regard to a 
%tou, J Wi| i ployed by dohn Holt* who was arrested by tin- police on a charge of stealing 
btj/ r " J11 ^'Other plantation. This laliomw was "never brought to trial, but, after 
m 5? tCeratel for eight mouths, John llolt^ ngont received an intimation that by 
^ \ PO^etos {about 5L 12& lid.) tn the judge the boy would be released. Thia 

%, P rove to me that such evil existed. This irregular way of punishing 

n juicers is another reaantt why labour in the island is so unpopular, as the time 

Mj- in the cuarfol hivs to b? made up after the term of contract would have 
- 3 uhc finished 

W i th re ^®* ence to Excellency the acting governor 1 * letter, Gold 1 -oast, 
f^ r-wi' i ,, tt,e * 22qc1 A,1 k^ lst - I^dugraphs 2 t 3, and 4 thereof and in reply to 
; Lvt .^led cablegram received whikfc at Santa Iswdiel, I beg to report that during* my 
Stbiiri* l llS Lixcollencv the Deputy Cfovernor-General I referred to the 

\ J ' rortl tf'e Gold l-oast colony that the labourers wen ■ supjiosed to be in 

l ^. ' ... 

? ,LI1C * prepared rithor by the purser of the steamer or by those who recruited 
OU whldl the names ,,f lh « Jiiboure™ were shown. Such lists, the curador 
% r ' ;ii ^turned in all cases to the importer. This statement was made in 

Presence of ihe Deputy Governor-General 

jVV 1 fJ'-Ti.-nco to paragraph 3, n.s to why the labourers sli juitf enter into 
j s U JlEl ] are ®a much below the rate of wages obtainable in their own country, 
Hj ^ K! hdium'ors. contracted at all jg for fht? simple reason, as several of them 
f ' ismselves, that, finding themselves in a strange country and having no nieuns 











of getting back to their homes, they were compelled to contract themselves to eoab^ 
them to five, and, as they were bo utterly and completely in the bands ot the Spams® 
Government, they had no alternative but to contract for such terms as were suggested 

2G, From information received, 1 also understand is is not infrequently the 
that these labourers recontmet. themselves for a further period. Very seldom has mb 
however, l>een done voluntarily. 

27, The cause to which this is mainly attributable is the labourers on complex 

oi' their term of contract, as before stated, are seat down to Santa Isabel there to -i" a ' 
a steamer, which may not possibly arrive for two or even three weeks, 1 hev 
provided by the curador with what is known as certificate of liberty (copy attnenwj 
They arc tlien turned loose in the town mid are not provided with passports to 1^ ■ 
the "island until such time as a steamer arrives. After teing about the town sm 
davs thev are apt to be accosted by the police and asked if they have a master ^ t 
replying in the negative (they having completed their contract), they an: 1 Wen 
police to the prison and kept there until such time as they may be / pulletl. ^ 

means notification b sent to would-be employers, who, for a consideration pud to am 
official* are allowed hi withdraw them from the gaol, when they are t«-oontracked. „ 

28. That the whole system as at present attaining in the island is nothing short ' 
iniquitous, and very nearly akin to slavery, there is not a shadow of doubt ; that- 1116 
such time as the Government has been purged of the class of subordinate ofhcia 1LL 
helping ill the administration, it is difficult to see how the conditions of the 
serving hi the island can be ameliorated. I believe that his Excellency the Go^ ei 11 
General, as also the secretary, are doing their host in ibis direction, and nia hs*' 1 r ' ' 
the Deputy Governor-General so informed me when discussing the question with hijn*£l 
my final interview. During this interview the question of repatriation was discu ^ 
and 1 pointed out that undoubtedly all these boys had been brought to the island ' m ^ 
false pretences. His Excellency expressed himself as being aware of this fiteL :i 
willing to do all in his power with regard to repatriating the labourers so> contrac M 
but pointed out that there arc great difficulties standing in the way of ^mediate rev*' 

at ion, m the harvest which is now coming on would to endangered, it not rwutd t *‘ 
that at the present moment all the plantations are very much undermanned. I mM 
the Deputy Governor-General, however, that the matter would be reported W ^ 
Excellencv the acting governor with a view to steps being taken to see if some am**. 
ment could not to come to, and that those labourers now under contract from Hi ■ 
colonies repatriated cm the expiration ot their terms of contract, and under no cltL , t 
stances should they he re contracted. The Deputy Governor-General informed m ' j 

his Excellency the Governor-General has received pwqr from Madrid to so amend * 
alter the existing laws governing labour as to meet requirements of the British co oi . 
and that he is at any time prepared to meet his Excellency the Governor of bo 
Nigeria with u view to coming to some working arrange men t. a l 

29. Besides loss of harvest, the question of compensation would also ariae f a» _ 
employers would undoubtedly have to be considered on account of the loss sustain^ j 
releasing their boys and the impossibility of procuring others, as the Spa man kfP ^ 
ment have now forbidden importation of toys tram Bata, as baa hitherto wen eo * 
large number being formerly recruited from this part of the Spanish possessions 15 

Gulf of Guinea. , . 

30, Tire tirat atep to be taken, I would suggest, to nut a stop to this n* t.i . 

traffic should be taken by the British colonies from which the toys are recruited, ■^ 
now being done in Southern Nigeria under recent instructions received from tea 
lency, as, considering the difficulty in obtaining labour for Fernando i o, one can ■ j, 
blame the Spanish Government for contracting any lalmurer wlm arrivi-w th. r*\ a 1 ^ 
the Spanish Government is greatly to be blamed for allowing the boya to be di-i re ^ 

!U. There ifi a further curious Government regulation in the island, where . w 
latourer known as to,, who is not contracted to anybody, is not allo^ 

remain at Lrge. The police would enquire from him as to whether lie bin* n m - ^ 
and finding be is so-called if k" will immediately incur cerate him m cu&rtel, when 
curador will sen that he is promptly u pulled and qoutuicted. - 

32. Apart from labourers being recruited from British colonies, 1 find there > s 
traffic being carried on from Litoria, ostensibly, as fw l could gather, with tho L>L . 

of the Liberian Government. With regard to traffic from this country; the i ^ 
Bay Trading Oommuy are mainly responsible. They have European agents in 

who recruit such labour. , . . , . . 

33. As many as 200 have been known to be shipped by one steamer (op 


®i however, a matter Commander Strong, of His Majesty's bffiip " Dwarf is 
Sporting on to the Admiralty. 

* 34. Mr. Robinson, of John Holt and Co., who is also agent for Elder Dempster 

Company, reported to me that he had received a cable from Sierra Leone 
’“brig that seven boys had Ixsn shipped from there bv the u Lucie Woermaim/' and 
^ me what he should do in the matter, I instructed him to cable his agent at 
to retain them pending further instructions, As these boys had no permits 
their Government, I instructed the consular agent at Dunl& to send them back to 
toone, and, fortunately, six have been returned by the same vessel, and one has 
away, The Colonial Secretary lias been cabled to on the subject, so that they may 
'ffeeived on their return. He will doubtless ascertain who is responsible for rind 
' ll - r what condiLons they were shipped, 

■ i regret that the time at my disposal to investigate this deeply interesting and 
yP’-Ttant. question was so short, but more prolonged investigation would only have 
Jph-d in emphasising the general conditions existing os herein reported, I'jslmuld 
^ tore to express the opinion that to further put a stop to this illicit traffic and keep 
*atch over the treatment of the la! tourers employed in the island from British colonies, 

■ *j lL * renditions under which they serve, will toby appointing a resident consul. This 
^yjderstiind from Coiiiinander Strong is already receiving the consideration of the 
BritLali W'efit African colonies. 

^ -b.b I have further to report that a letter lias toco addressed to his Excellency 

* Boveriior-Gtfneral requesting him to furnish me with a full list of all labourers at 
. under contract in the island who belong to British colonies, and, on receipt, 

, Me to forward the list to the colonies to which the men belong* to enable steps 

■ ! taken to ensure their repatriation on expiration of contract. 

You will observe from the foregoing report that from the information gathered 
personal study of the conditions under which the labourers are serving in the 
PJjJJi 1 nm somewhat at variance with paragraphs 7 and 8 of Mr, Bed well’s report 
^ the 29th March, 11)12. 

v 1 have to inform you that a copy of this report will be submitted to the Under- 
jj^tary of Stale for Foreign AHairs in continuation of my letter of the 5th July, 1912, 

. ! U &J S replying to his despatch No. 1, Africa, of the 29tli May, 1912, in which was 
' ISf d & copy of in v Gi-iifidenttal letters of the 6th April* 1912, and tile 8 th June, 1.912, 
ed to your office. 

1 have, <&c. 

A. B. HARCOUET. 


Enclosure 3 in No. I. 


L . 

Uflifi Territories in the Gulf of Guinea'—(Ext racl from Rwpdatwn a relating to 
-Yifrre Work {Labour) apt*tored hi Reel Order So. 411 of August G 1906* by 
hogal Commission .) __ 

Section 1 .—Of the Colonial Guardianship (Overseers). 


e 


: 


Section 2. — ('vntrm-t of Services. 


Section 3 .—Duties of Musters and tfor&mtrn during the Term of Service, 

^ fRTK/L Z 60, Whoever may engage t r already have workmen in their service 
W ^gorvpusly obliged to lodge them in healthy and hygienic dwellings, providing 
inde|>eiulent huildinga or rooniB for the sexes and married couples, 
u Article 61. The master is obliged to give the workman (labourer, servant, Ac.) 
' ^nne ai]d abunduul foot!, which must to composed, at least, of 350 grammes of 
•Uu] 200 offish, or of 1 00 of salt moat per dk™, 

^jArtick 62.. T’he supply of alcoholic beverages, which to date has not been limited, 
^ * reduced to 2 litres per individual per month, the quantity 0 wliicli the master 
*^ke credit for in account. 
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The maiLiniitii quantity is probublv uhaiiL liere. 
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Article 63, The masters are obliged to see that the labourers are attended to wlu* 
ill at their (masters) own expense, including hospital expenses (when the case a## 
and medicines supplied to them on the premises, . 

When u labourer falls ill, the master will send for a doctor or will remote M* 
labourer to a hospital, ad Tiding the office of guardianship of the fact immediate!* 
During the time the labourer may be ill he will not receive any pay, provided t-hjt 
the master will have complied with tin- terms of this article. In those places reinot* 
from hospital and infirmaries, and where more than fifty labourers are employed, there 
must be a drug store, provided with the roasts necessary medicaments, ^ 

Article fi4. The daily hORpital charge for one labourer in this colony shall c# 

l peseta (nlxjut 9d.). . l 

Article Go, The master is obliged to advise the office of guardianship of the dent* 

of any of bis klxnirere. .A 

Article 66* On receiving notification of the death of a “ contracted labourers W 
office of guard in nship will oblige the master to submit, to that office u siatyment 
the affairs of the deceased, so that what may be due to him may lie given to his thuMp 
To this end the officer of guardianship will make tin- nctosory investigations, and 
their result is unsatis&ctory the money > will lie taken charge of by the office for tWj 
purposes referred to in article 19, J 

‘Article 67, Work will he given according to the age. strength, and state ® 
health of tlit.* labourer. The usual hour shall ta? : six, hours per <lay for minors up _ 

and ten hod** 


xcif 


Lionel 


15 years of age; eight hours per day up to 16 years, and women; 
for others. 

Article 63. Sunday rest for labourers is to be strictly observed, except in »£& 
il circumstances and with the previous permission of the office of guardianship* * 
Article GO. ft is absolutely prohibited to indict corporal punishment of any ki& 
on any workman, labourer, or servant of any description, I 

A master, in whose service a workman, labourer* nr servant may have suth -! \ 
corporal punishment, contrary to the terms of tins article, will pay a tine of 100 p* eV * 
{alxmt 3L 15*,), without prejudicing the penalty which the application of the law nA 

inflict on him. J| 

Article 70. The master will keep an account book showing payment® to ^ 
labourers, which book will te* according to model N<>. 1, aud may l>e examined by ^ 
office >>f guardianship or its agents, at any moment they may consider convent^, 
and the entries in this book must agree with those in the “contract book ' of 1 
labourers. For every breach of this rule a fine of 50 pesetas (about t L 17*. 6 d. will 
imposed. 

Article 71. The lubrmrrr must in diligent at his work, obedient to the conuu^ 1 
of his master, peaceful in lain relations with Ids fellow -labourers, and solicitous of ^ 
care of his employer’s interests (property}* dl 

For breaches of this rule reported by the employer the labourer will be reosonate 
punished by the department, provided that the employer submits sufficient pjjjj 
of the breach. The master will enter in the “contract liuok 1P in the place prov^ 
for that purpose n note of the labourer's conduct, his quality os n workman, and $ 
honesty. 

Article 73. No workman shall absent himself from the place where he is emph ? ) . 
without permission of the master, nor abandon his work without just 
should he run away the employer must advise the “Office <>t Guard intiHli ip of }■ . 
feet, who will restore the workman to the employer, when captured, and after 
punishment has Win imposed, which must not exceed ten days imprisonment* nuii ^ 
labuurer will be obliged to serve the employer an additional period correspond fo)? 
the length of time he may, in such m-e, have been alisent ftofn his work, _ it * 
Article F-k Every proprietor must- advise the Ulliee of Guardianship of ^ 
fugitive who caay take refuge on hid property ; any omission in this respect on the prj 
of the proprietor will be mat with a tine of 500 pesetas (about I Si. 15*.}. 

Article 74. A labourer who has run away iroin his wi irk more than once, ^ 
whose master does not desire to re-employ him, and no other person desiring to 
him, will be put u> hard labour on State works. at the## of the “ Town Council 
Neighbours ** under the strictest watch, for hall the pay for which he originally ^ 
tracted, and until with such moneys he shall have repaid advances which may h Jl 
I tee 11 given him before under the contract by his original employer, f 

In dl eases the employer must pay the return fare (passage) of the labou 
provided he is not re-engaged by someone else. 


Article 75. Contracts will be terminated :— 

1. When fully complied with. 

2. By expressed will of the parties. 

3. Bv the decease of the labourer, 

4. By the physical incapacity of the labourer, vouched for by a medusa! certificate, 
dueli will bo submitted to the Office of Guardianship or its representatives* 

5. By the inability of the employer to carry out the terms of the contract. 

C. Uwing to serious injuries which permanently or temporarily may incapacitate 
the 1 labourer, and for which the employer shall have been severely punished* 

7. Bv the justifiable eternise of the employer, who will be obliged to pay the 
^hourer'e*fare (passage) m case he may not desire to re-engage himself. 

Article 7G. If the employer cedes or lets hi* property the new holder (or occupier) 
^all renew, in ilrn Office of Guardianship, the contracts existing between the former 
faster and the labourers, fer the unfix pi red term of those con t rotate. 

Exception is made in the ease of inheritance* in which the new master has 
thfe same obligations as the previous owner; and in the case ol judicial ndminis- 
kation, 

Article 77. The colonial guardian (oversetr) may. with the written authority oi 
file Gi tvernor-General, visit properties himself* or by medium of his delegates and 
JgeatSj and the proprietors shall submit to biro the contracts and books of the 
Ktuolxiys in theii service, and nil documents necessary for the fulfilment at tins regu~ 
kion. “ This official may inspect the houses hi which the labourers are lodged, the 
*tfo n j> allowed tffi'iu. and the treatment they receive at work; and in case he finds 
everything is tint m conformity with tins regulation he shall impose a tine on the 
Proprietor of 25 to 100 pesetas for every infringement he may discover, provided the 
Pteidty attaching to anv such breach in not stated in this regulation. 

Article 78* Those persons who may inform the Office uf Guardianship -t uny 
coristitutluiT an iiifranrion of i hose rules will be entitled to receive one-*fourth of the 
W which may be imposed in the cage. t , 

Article 79. All authorities will assist the Office of Guardianship rigidly to 
^force the terms of this regulation. 

This regulation will come into operation fifteen day* alter its publication in each 
Strict or delegation. 

For the renewal of old contract* as demanded by the present regulation a period 
be hereafter indicated, and also for the opening of new books by the employers as 
down in article 71* 

For the renewal of old contracts for new no extra charge will be made ; only a sum 
50 cents will be charged for the new contract hooka 


Enclosure 4 in No, 1* 

.Semir 1 Johan to Acting Consul Harcami. 

EWuafotion.) 

tenr Excellency, Strata Isabel, Fernando Po ¥ August 2b, 1413* 

WITH all sentiments I am very much surprised by protest presented to me by 
representative of the fane called +t La \ igatana, and by the second officer oi the 
" Colonial Guardianship " (overeeeT) for ilu: occurrence of yesterday afternoon. 

I am informed that your Excellency did, without the consent oi ihe nan! icpre- 
^Utive, take for granted an ftllegatbn made by a native who accompanied you to tlie 
Ej^ntutiou instating that he luul been employed in the same farm* Further, that your 
^welleney interrogated certain laboun/ra employei in the service id the same 
r '1‘test'ntntivu beyond the liearing of the cuntdor, and made enquiry Irom the lx>ys m 
*%ard to alleged ill-treatment. 

From tht* fact that statements made by these UUmrors are M rj t always true 1 
,lf n to state* that if such procedure is allowed to continue it will only tend to create 
PbbornnefiS on the part of these men in the farms, and thereby causing grievances on 
J j:ir t of the owner* of plantations couct rued, and so it is hoped you will not overlook 
fhis point. In my opinion l believe it would lie preferable to hoar all such statements 
^ the curadora presen(^i+ and, if possible, in tlie consulate (tlie enrutor being their 
which dies not appear in this instance to have been the case* 
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In expressing mvself once inure to vour Eiocllenc:^, 1 have to state that m an)' 
matter yon may wish to consult with me in aecordante with consular instructions, I ®*jj; 
juisure you that bv my conduct you will have all jK?ssib]e in format ion which will inter®®*; 
your Government in view of existing relationship between the two nations. 

L have Ac. 

LUIS DARAN, Secretary to the General 
Government for Spanish Territories or 
the Gulf of Guinea. 


Enclosure 5 in No, 1. 

Aclitig Consul Harcourt to Sc nor Dnban* 

Your Excellency, VolabuT, Aiq/itsi -S, lJl^^ I 

JOHN HOLTS factory, Santa f Mabel. J 

I have the honour tit acknowledge receipt of your letter of oven date, and | 
with deep regret vour expression of surprise for my act ion yesterday at t • 
plat i tat ion of La Vigatnna, and hasten to assure your Excellency that to take a'A 
action contrary to your wishes was far from my intention, especially in vus'Hf . 
the extreme courtesy and kindness you have afforded mo in carrying out the ui* 

object of my visit * 

2 . With reference to the action taken by mr yesterday at. the \ igat&ua . 
I would beg to point out that l have not urn gated to myedfany powers other thf. 
those in accordance with mv position as Hss Britannic! Majesty h consul, and miuup). 
that by interrogating the labourers as I did I was quite withiu my rights, a- any Bn 
subject Is allowed full access to his consul. 5 

;y As regards paragraph 2 of your Excellency‘s letter,, I am at a loss to underst-i ^ 
on what ground the representatives of La, Vieatana and the curator based theassump tl ^ 
embodied in their complaints to your Excellency, viz , that 1 accepted the allegation! 
the boy who accompanied me, hence the question of obtaining the consent of 
manager, 1 would respectfully suggest, does not arise. Before interrogating 
labourers 1 asked the manager if he had any objection, and received his reply ui /, 
negative, and, as the conversation was beyond the heating ot the manager, 1 
express surprise at his knowledge of the substance of the enquiries he states j 

!j /lliCe j| 

4 , Xti paragraph 3 of your letter your Excellency expressed the opinion that ’ 
would lie preferable to bear all such cases ill the consulate', In this connection I v !l * 
respect fully beg to remind your Excellency that you kindly offered to sent l for the ^ ; 
but, in view of the fact that I was requested by hss Excellency tlit 1 Govenmi <s 
Gold Coast to personally ascertain the conditions under which the labourers * *■ 
living, and of which' I informed you, it was arrange! that I should vt *| 
La V’lgataua, your Excellency even being so condescending as to place your troll®? 

mv disposal* , . , . v . ljE i 

" 5 , A* regards the curador being present at all interviews with labourers, L 

your Excellency will not think me guilty of discourtesy and lacking of respect if l ^ 
not readily fall in with your views, as I do not see that any good would arise «\ 
such a course, as it does not necessarily follow that what is narrated l>.V j 
labourers is accepted im the truth, and* further, His Britannic- Majesty s 
any subsequent correspondence on the subject would necessarily be conducted ^ j 

' V ° Ur riLting I have made the reason for my action yesterday sufficiently clear, 
assuring your Excellency at all times of my highest respect, I ’QUUT- 


End usurp 0 in No* L 
Seffor Dabttn to Acting Consul liar court. 

&nta Inbd, ,lug-«( 29, 191^ 
I HAVE received your official letter of yesterday s date, replying to my M■ j 
and noted with satisfaction your Excellency's explanation in reference to the vnci 
which gave ris-e- to the protests. 


In l-be fourth paragraph of your letter your Excellency kindly referred to our first 
versation regarding this matter, and E consider it justified that you may interrogate 
British subjects in the house of John Holt, used as the consulate, and this I meant to 
state officially. Similarly. 1 also desire that your Excellency might see the treatment 
received by theae labourers in the farms, as they may not leave their employers' services 
tc call on you, their services being required in the farms. Further, it is also part of 
tlu. duties of the Office of Guardianship to give you the necessary information in regard 
to such matter. 

With regard to paragraph 5, I note that you expressed that the overseer should 
present in all interrogations which vour Excellency may have with the labourers 
who are British subjects, and to this I beg to be permitted to explain that mv letter has 
ftot been properly interpreted. What 1 wanted to explain to you was that it is within 
the duties of the officials of the office of guardianship in these territories to visit the 
Lrinx iu order to aoe the books of the labourers' contracts, a Is., io see that they do out 
Contravene any of the regulations cither in the presence or without the presence of their 
listens, which actions are the proper functions of the jurisdiction of the State, Further, 
w WR-S not meant in my letter that the pres*nee of the overseer w?ss necessary when 
inducting your coosukr duties as IT is Britannic Majesty’s consul, th.it the latter 
should interfere with your dealings in this respect* which duties have been confined to 
ycui- Excellency, 

T have, Ac. 

LL IS DAB AN, Secretary to the General 
Government for Sf.xu nish Territories in 
the Gulf of Guinea. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 1. 

Acting Governor Bryan to Acting Governor t Southern yigeria. 

Accra, August 22, 1912- 

1 HAV E the honour to acknowledge the receipt'; of Mr, Cameron's Confidential 
despatch of the 31st July, with enclosures from the provincial commissioner, Gala liar, 
^Utive to certain Gold Coast natives employed iu Fernando Po, for which l am 

*2. With reference to the concluding paragraph of Mr. A, B. Harcourtri letter of 
19th July, 1 shall be grateful if he will endeavour to obtain, tor the information of 
Government, a copy of the u Authority from the Gold Coast Colony/' of which 
-&labourers are stated to have been in possession on their arrival at Fernando Po, 

S. 1 would also draw attention to the forms of contract transmitted with the 
dated this 7th June, addressed by the Governor-General at Santa Isabel to the 
J^isul at Calabar, In these contracts the rate of" wages is stated to be 20 pesetas 
pbout 15*.) per month and rations. The current, rate paid to unskilled contract 
^tourers in this colony is 25*. a-month, and $tl> a-day subsistence, and it is therefore 
Epprijlt to understand why these men should freedv elect to absent themselves from the 
^ 0 U Coast tor three years and three months at the lower rate of wages, 

4* I shall be glad ii the consul at Calabar will be good enough to make further 
^qmriyfi. 

I have. Ac. 

H, BRYAN. 


Enclosure 8 in No, 1. 

Copy of Telegram from Acting Colonial Secretary. 

^ UNDEliSTANl> Harcourt gone to Fernando Po on Ji Dwarf/' If possible, 

^turmi ideate as follows to him >— 

Harcourt s letter 19th July, reference Gold Coast labourers Fernando Po. Harcourt 
j 0 obtain copy of the authority from the Gold Coast, of which labonrere are stated to 
/* Ve been in possession of on arrival at Fernando Po. Hurcourt :\ho to enquire into 
^or wages paid at Fernando Po, which appears to be la*. per month and rations, 
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* 9 


whereas ordinary contract labourers on Gold Coast earn ll 5s. per month, and ■ • 
subsistence daily. Not understood, therefore, how these labourers freely elect to W 
away from their country for over three years period at the lower rate of wages. 


Enclosure 9 in No, 1. 

(Translation.) > 

General Government for thb Spanish Territories in the Gulf of Guinea. 


Office of Colonial Guardianship. 

MR. f do hereby certify that on this date the Usurer 

has completed his term of contract in the service of his employer, Mr. 
and that he m eligible to contract newly or obtain a passport for 

Dated at > this day of 19 . 

, Coloniai Ciirador {Over seer) - 


i) 
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Acting Cotmd-Genn'ttl Park# to Sir Edicard Grey,—(Received October I I.) 

80. Africa.) 

Sir, MortrowVi, Sefutember 2 7, HMJL 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 37, dated the 8th August, and to my 
Nos. 28 and 29, f have the honour to report that l was informed 1:>v the 
Lib. irkn Government that the case of Messrs, Lomas niul Cooper would Ik- heard 
%i the Supreme Court, Monrovia, on the 20th instant, hut na a matter oi I dot the 
gtse cornmeiicod oti the l9Lh instant. 

Mr. Lomax's trial lasted only two days, 19th and 20th instant, and uotwitb- 
Guiding the convincing evidence of the Government against the itemised, they failed (o 
Wmn a conviction, 

Mr, Coopera trial was eonuneneed on the morning of the 21st instant, and was 
^whud in the afternoon cd that day, and it was evident to everyone that the 
would be also acquitted. 

The jury in each case, I am informed, took barely fifteen minutes to return a 
J&idict of fl Not Guilty,' 1 and there is no question ut u doubt that the jurors, after 
^O'ing lies li sworn, were determined to acquit both of the accused, in spite of unv 
■ J| n| all evidence which might Im.* brought against them, owing to the popularity •■•i 
^Hsse t ivn Lilieritins amongst tin dr own .people. 1 enclose herewith a copy of a letter 
ved from President Howard, which, in my opinion, confirms this statement, 

Mr. Arthur Bun-lav, the ex -Preside at, brought to bear the whole ot his influence 
gd popularity with the Liberum public not to hare Lomax and Copier pumfthed» 
Jlid President Howard informed me that Mr. Barclay mointriined that these tv.,- 
'^Orifms were justified, as officials of the republic, in their actions at Kolahun, to make 
Temples hi order to suppress native risings in that region, which Mr. Barclay stated 
already commenced at the time of the alleged murders. President Howard further 
' f Aled to me that Mr. Barclay accused him to his face of having committed a treasonable 



ienug 

I received telegraphic com mu meat ions from the Acting Governor of bierra 
v '"nm respecting the attendance of the British witnesses for the prosecution being 
Ndy to proceed to Monrovia when want'd, hut the trial in question was finished 
^fWe these witnesses had hud time to lx? even embarked at Freetown, and the 
jWian Government therefor* requested me to inform the Acting Governor of 
PSTm T M\tw that the presence of these witnesses was now no longer desired ny 
l horn which was done just iu time to prevent them from shipping tor Monrovia,^ 

The literian Government's own witnesses for ihe p'rnaecnEion expected from the 
^toi-hir failed also to arrive in time tor the trial, owing, it is said, to the difficulty oJ 
i-^&Hgport to the capital. 

The natives were beginning to realise with ranch joy that a time of Peace had coffin 1 
, them when it would be no longer possible for Liberian officials to ill-treat and kill 
bo they fifty, without being punished for such cke<l® by their own court®; but 
L&y njj@ now sadly disappointed with the result ol tins all-important lest case, knowing 

** they do so well that Lomax and Cooler ai t two.rcileaa freek -utvrs and desperado® 

the worst type* 

. In my opinion the result of this trial when it beoomffe generally known will lx* 
Al '% received by the natives, and it may even lead to continued disorder* in the 
JfWior and cm the boundaries, ns the Liberian officials will now no doubt imagine 
by pleading justification for whatever inhuman deeds and olknceB they mav 
1,1 the future commit against the unfortunate Liberian natives u« local jury will 

^ct them. ... 

'flier'- is little doubt in my mind that Messrs, Barclay, Lomax, and <.oopr.-i will 
hlm endeavour to upset President Howard's administration. and it is likely that they 

[2674 o—l] 
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will succeed through Mr. Barclay’s greater popularity with the Liberians, due to his 
having been instrumental in getting Umax and Cooper acquitted of their crimes. 1 
I wisb to assure you that President Howard and the members of his Cabinet ^ L V 
acted through this ease with every detennination to have the accused punished (or t uc .. 
misdemeanours* and if they have felled in getting a conviction before their courts * 
justice the President and his Cabinet should not. be held to blame, . 

I may mention, in conclusion, that President Howard is still determined to coning 
to carry out his policy of justice towards his people, notwithstanding this Jus it> 
deplorable defeat. 

I have, &c. 

HENRY IE. PARKS. 




Enclosure in No. L 

\h\ ltoward to Acting Con&ul-tJeitcral Parks* 

Dear Mr. Parks, . Monrovia, September 21, 1012. 

SINCE seeing you on yesterday E have to inform you thaL contrary tu 
expectation of the attorney-general, Mr. Grimes and Haynes* councilors hm Loiu^ 
only used two of the witnesses they had, and but a few questions were asked them, 
that their evidence in the case was soon over, and the State liad to go 
arguments which were concluded hist night, and by 11 f«m. the jury returned a \* 

1 ' ^he 1 Cooper case will be taken up to-day, and I dare say be continued over H# 
next week. 


Yours truly. 


1 I , \11T l Dll 




1 
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Foreign Office to Acting Consul-General Parks. 

(No. 49.) 

Sir, Foreign Office^ October 24, 1912. 

1 All directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No. SO of the 27th ultimo respecting the trial and acquittal of Lomax aud 
Cooper by the Supreme Court at Monrovia, an(3 I am to instruct you to obtain, if 
possible, and forward to this department, a verbatim report of the trial of these 
two men; 

It appears to Sir E. Grey that, if the Government had been anxious to secure a 
Conviction in this case, it would have been possible for the Attorney-General to cause 
the trial to be postponed until tbe arrival of the witnesses front the interior of Liberia 
tmd from Sierra Leone, and J am to enquire whether you are able to famish auy 
explanation as to why this course was not adopted- 

I am, &c. 

W. LANGLEY. 


[2674 am—1] 
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[Amkkdbd Copt.] 

No. 1. 

Admiralty to L'orehjn 0]j1cl \— (Reteiced Nov* mbey* £>) 


ipihJJidentiiiL) 

®(\ Admiraltyi , October 31, 1012, 

I AM eommsiidcd by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit io 
F'u, for ihe information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Altairjgj, the accompanying 
**trac.t from a letter of proceedings from the commanding officer. His Majesty 1 *s 
^ip (l Dwarf,” dated the 2l$t September, respecting affairs on the west coast of 
Africa. 

A similar letter has* been addresser! to the Colonial Office, 

I am, <&c. 

O. MURRAY. 



Enclosure I in No. L 
Commander Strong to Admiralty, 

(tract.) 

E^fideotiaL) HALS* " Dicarfd Cape Lopez, 

• r « Septconhpr 21 r IQ 1 2. 

, IN continuation of my letter of proceedings p dated the 31st August, IQ 1 2, I have 
** honour to report my further proceedings as follows :— 

1. On my return to Calabar on the 31st August the consul for Fernando Po was 
^barked. 

2. The next day the Fan tee + * boy,’ 1 Kwessie Kwaw, who had been employed for 
ting evidence at Fernando Po, was discharged and sent back to Sekomli by the 

— ship “Karina/ 1 arrangements having been made tlirough the Southern .Nigerian 
^ernnlent for his passage to be paid by the (InId Coast Government.. 

■ 3. Before leaving for Fernando Po the honourable provincial commissioner 

uornied me that he had received a telegram from the district commissioner at Bonny t 
! l '*ng that there were suspicions that the (tennan si earner ‘‘ingo’' had been 
jtoporing with the submarine cables there. When the “ Ingo ” arrived at Calabar on 
. 19til August I therefore soul the officer of the guard on board her. He could 

I r ‘ Nothing suspicious about the vessel, but It is worthy of note that he was informed 
the master that he had not been to Bonny at all. A copy of the original telegram, 
t* the correspondence confirming it front the district commissioner at Bonny to the 
Pourable provincial commissioner. Calabar, is attached. 

#*##** 

f 10. At 10 a.m, on the Sth September 1 arrived at Elohey, The usual official 
i _ s 'were exchanged , At midnight on the Otli September three natives came on 
nj^d Eu a canoe and asked to be taken away from the island, and complained of 
“^ntment. 

( Correspondence between his Excellency the Sub-Governor of Klobey and myself 
subject, together with the state:menu* the three men made before me, is 

^ Ass one of the natives “ Sorpo ” is n British subject, 1 have reported the matter tb 
b 13 British consul at Calabar. 1 have also written to hie Excellency the Governor of 
,/ Pr n Leone, in form lug him of thi> incident, and also of the conditions under which 
ft stives of that colony, now in Fernando Po, arc living, 

* h On the 1 iltir September 1 anchored off the Island of Coriseo. 

1 2. ] proceeded nt lt> a,»i. for Libreville, where I anchored at ti p.m, tin* 

fa* day. .... 
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1C, The French officials, now stationed in the territory lately ceded to Germany, 
are to recalled on the 1st October this year, and a joint French and GenraH 
boundary commission is to commence operations early in November, 

• # * »* * 

I have, &c. 

K E. K\ STKQNG, 

Lindnirttil and Commander, and Senior Nar-ai Officer, 

Wcsi Coast of Africa. 


Enclosure 2 in Xa I. 

CorTOtpotulcnce transmitted by Commander Strong* 


a) 

District Commissioner, Bonny, £e Provincial Commissioner, Calabar. 

(Telegraphic.) Bonny, AtifiM lS, IJKffi- J 

THERE is reason to suspect, the I4t.li August, German ship named “Ingo m a( -' 
an attempt to locate cable company's submarine cables. Report will be scut 
mail, Ship will arrive Calabar this day, or at any rate tomorrow at Cal * 1 j 
immediately after calling at Ikang.- 


( 2 ) 

_!/viefln District Telegraph Company to District Commissioner, Bonny. 

Sir, Bonny, August 20, 191^1 

Witb reference to our conversation of the IGlh instant, 1 , Iiave the honour 
inform as follows:— 

About S - 30 p.ar. on the 14th, soon after the arrival of the German steam-sjjjj 
u ingf>, M a surf iJosit, containing a native crew and two EiinopeaQ officcru, was observ J 
on our beach. When challenged as to what they were doing there, instca 
continuing to pull of leisurely, several of the crew got over the side and shoved j 



2 a.m h , but soon afterwards disappeared for good. 

I won t go so far as to assort that any attempt was being made to localise »J| 
position of or in any way interfere with our cables, l.mt at the same time one can 1 
help being rather suspicious. 

I have* 

A. COLLINS. | 

. \ dim.(j S 11 peri n t c nddt 


(a> 

/Jf’jurW hy Sup* riiitendent A, b. C. Corry tv suspicions behaviour of a loafs ermV 

the Cable Beach oh itiyusfc 14, i 11 1 2. 


fft* 


3, 4'hero was bo other steamer here that night, so the boat seen evidently belonged 
the German ship, as for various reasons the Government and factory boats may be 
dun mated from the question of being concerned. 

h If. ns it appears by the report, the boat's crew were anxious to get away 
Subserved, it seems probable that their object was the location of the cable or other 
purpose in that connection, as persons engaged in smuggling or any unlawful pursuit, 
j£i general sense, would hardly select Ihe cable station as a landing place, in front of 
jmic’li there is a certain amount of traffic, even at night, the road being also more or 
[ *s under observation. 

5. I have arranged for special watch to be kept in future by the police ou the 
bench whenever a German vessel Is in port, 

R M, Lijoii-Lyr, 

Jhxtrict Commisslnner* 


(i.) 


"e 


1 have sent the following to-day 


p^cittive, Bonny, 

u. lf Is it a fact that position of submarine cables dearly marked on chart, Bonny 
If that be so It appears that there can he nothing very important to discuss. 
^A&pgTANT PROVINCIAL COMM35-3IOSi;a3 + 

T. Maxwell, A,AJXC. 


(50 

District QonmUsitmtT, Bonny, to Provincial Commissioner, Calabar. 
telegraphic.) 

a Have obtained information, Marine Office, position of submarine cable marked cm 
large scale, treated as confidential (Grencedas) Provincial Commissioner* 
^Hion of submarine cable, as is marked off, as usual too small for to he of any use. 

F. E. K. Strong, 

Lieutenant and Commander, and Senior Naval Officer, 

Wcsl Coast of Africa. 

H.M S. “ Dtmrf, Calabar, 

September 3, 1012. 


(60 

Statement by Opobo Boy, 


Honourable Provincial Commissioner, Cftlabsr, ^ 

With reference to my code wire of the lSth instant, I beg u> forward the a 
report. . --.-jb 

2, The German steamer ** Jugo '' arrived hereon the I3t.h instant, wont to t )lv ' 
same (lav, returning to Bonny about 7 f.m., the l-llli instant, and left early the ^ 
morning for Now Calabar, returning to Bonny on the morning of the iTtRaaduv?! 
few hours later for Calabar via Ikang, thus only being in tilt? port one night, 
the lith* 


rj I t arne here lu tin “ Ihins Wocnnannd' of tin WotTmfcnu line, with Mr. Pleit, a 

^aan, 

^V|jf‘n he went to Lome I remained here. 

1 am a cook. 

At first I was given 2 dollars iemontb, but now I have no work and got no pay. 
g . J would like to stay on this ship to work ; if I go on shore again I will be flogged 
f kuUh. 

F* E. K. Strong, 

f/icuU nmit and Commander, and Senior Naval Officer, 

U rst ('oast of Africa. 

11A1,S. “ iJtnirff Kloht y t 


SepUmthn-10 . PM: 
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(7 ° 1 

Statement by Jose CastiUaJw r a Portuguese Subject, 15 years of aye, 

i was born at St Paul de Loailda. 

I was taken to J ernando Po in a Portuguese sailing ship as captain s boy. 

The captain was ashore sick when the ship left, and afterwards he went away io* 
steamer, leaving me there* I 

I worked on a cocoa plantation for Mr. Wright (a black man) for three months 
and he paid me twelve dollars. 1 did not sign a contract. I was then taken to b* * 
bugler, and stayed there four years, and 1 have been here one year* 

At Fernando Po I was paid 7-J dollars a-month, but here I do not get any moiity 1 
the sergeant steals all the pay* M 

I am often tied to a tree and flogged with a rhinoceros bide whip [stamLok] If 
the officer’s orders [officer named Moreno]. 

When anyone makes a complaint about their pay tlicy get a flogging. 


This boy also asked that he might stay on hoard, for he would get flogged to de; L ^ 
when he went ashore. 

F. E* K. Stroxo, 

FJeuh naiit and Commander T and Senior Naval Officer, 

HV*f Coast of Africa. 

[{.M S. u Ihrtirf," Uobcy, 

September It), 1912. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

* ommander Strong to the Governor of Sierra Leone, 

II.MS. u Dwarf, Cape Lop&> 

Your Excellency, September 17, 1912* A 

l HAVE the honour to inform you that, together with the British consul 
Fernando Po, l have visited that island and inspected many of the cocoa plantnti^' 
and herewith forward copies of statements made by three of the natives of Si®**® 
Leone now working on them.* 

Also iin extract from my letter to their Lords Commissioners of the Admi nitty t>]1 
the subject.* J 

Also the statement of a Meudt " boy " named “Sarpo , 1 now employed as a 
guard on the island of EJnbey, together with a translation of a letter from v* 
Excellency the Governor of Elobey to me on the subject * 

2. Then? are perhaps 300 Sierra Leone men now living in Fernando Po, and * 
great number of these have been taken there by trickery and are anxious to return■* 
their own country as soon as possible* 

3. From personal observation I am able to inform you that their lot is far from ^ 
enviable one; they are badly housed, fed, and paid, overworked and ill-treated, & 
when their terms of agreement have expired they find great difficulties in getting 
from the island, and are often made to sign fradi coiHracln against, their will. 

of them are lo all intents and purposes slaves* J 

4. They are mostly Mend is, Timinis, and Kroomeu, and have been Im^V 

by there British or German steamers from Freetown and Monrovia, also by Sp ® 1 * 1 ( 
steamers from the Congo, generally by natives of Fernando Po, who come up from Rjf 
place for the purpose, but often by the masters and pursers of British steamers, ^ 1 
sell them for anything np to 20 L a-head. I 

5. In view of the above facts I have the honour to inform your Excellency ^ 

I consider it most inadvisable that any more unlives should he allowed to leave 
colony of Sierra Leona as labourers lor Fernando Po until the conditions there h* ' 
been very much improved. JH 

ik As will be seen by paragraph 5 of Enclosure No* 2, the seven 41 boys 
went by [lie “ Lucie Woermaun “ were not interrogated by the native police on bonf* ’ 


* Other KnrlcMinrt*s juioIlkI with | 




a 

7. T was informed by Mr* Holder, 11 is Britannic Majesty's consular agent at 
miuk, wfiu r;inie out from home iu the steamship “ that a Sierra Leone man 

&m&d “John Knox " took twelve "boys 11 from Freetown to Fernando Po in that ship, 
driving there on ihe UhJuly; PH2. 

3 linve, Ac. 

F. E, 1 L STRONG, 

Dieutenant and < 'ontmander, and Senior Naval Officer * 
Weil Coast of Africa. 


o 
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Sir Edward Grey to M. Crommelhu 

r " WT TP r , Forrign Office, November 16, 1912, 

'Uiti reference to your conversation with Sir W. Langley on the 14th instant 
ijjiVQ the honour to inform you that, in view of the fact that' Messrs. Emile Erlanger 
14 to. have received from dm representative of the banking syndicate which is 
Ej |Jertaking the operation for the redemption of the 1907 loan full and satisfactory 
Paranteea for Ml payment of the liabilities of the Liberian Government to the bond- 
" J tiers and Messrs* Erl anger and Co., His Majesty’s Government agree to the surrender 
Liberian custonje to the control of a receiver-general, designated by the Govern- 
(iJP 1 ™ . tIie United States, and three receivers, designated by the Governments of 
n -'it Hritain, Germany, and France, 

U h ?' 0 Majesty s Government are designating Mr, R, Sharpe, chief inspector of 

ilJrT ia ! 1 c ’ l Jfoms t to >e British receiver of Liberian customs, and arc so informing 
United States Ambassador, * 

Mr, Parks has been instructed to communicate in this sense with Mr. Sharpe, 

I am, &v. 

E. GREY. 


[2705 a—3] 
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No* L 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Bertie. 

108, Africa*) ^ 

Foreign Office f November I S, 1912, 

f lu It WARD herewith, for your Ehcellcncv's mformaiiaii, a copy of & letter from 
tfc Emile Erlanger and da * notifying His Majesty's Government that they 
tttesoe in the surrender of the Liberian customs to the control of a receiver- 
and three receivers under the new arrangement. 

Your Excellency should inform the French Government that His Majesty a 
Nummnt learns from the Liberian Minister in London* as well as from Messrs* 
•i!&g Gr and Cg. f that the latter has now received from the representative of the 
^ag syndicate which h undertaking the redemption of the 19*17 loan, full tmd 
factory guarantees for the full payment of the Liberian Government's liabilities 
^e bemdholders and to Messrs. Erlanger and Co, His Majesty’s Government have 
yfefore % Q the surrender of the Liberian customs to the control of a receiver- 

tend designated by the Government of the United States of America and three 
divers designated by the Governments of Gmt Britain, Germany, and ! ranee, and 
^designating Mr R. Sharpe, chief inspector of Liberian customs, to be the Bntish 
Nrer. Thcv are so informing the Liberian Minister and the United States 




They are so informing 

1 my add for your Lxcelleneys information* that. M- Crotmnelm informs me that he 
I also signed the necessary agreement With the Council of .foreign Bondholders 
I Siting the terms to he given to the bondholders of the 1871 loan. The three 
notice necessary under the Erlanger agreement was, he said* to he published 
^ 16th instant. 

1 am* «c, 

E. GREY. 


* MKriaugfir JinJ t-d.* November 14, ltHi* 
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Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Whitclaw Reid, 

tour Excellency, Foreign Office , November IS, 1912. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that 1 learn from Messrs. 
Wile Erl linger and Co., that they have now received from the representative of the 
taking syndicate which is undertaking the operation For the redemption of the 
W? loan full and satisfactory guarantees for the full payment of the liabilities of 
W Liberian Government to the bondholders and to themselves. 

I have therefore the honour to notify your Excellency, on behalf of Hi a Majesty’s 
^varumenl that they agree to the surrender of the Liberian customs to the control 
r d a receiver-general designated by the Government of the United States and three 
divers designated by the Governments of Great Britain, Germany, and France. 

Bis Majesty's Government are designating .Mr. R, Sharpe, chief inspector of 
Lberisn customs, to be Lhe British receiver of Liberian customs, and are so informing 
F® 6 Liberian Minister. 

The acting British consul-general at Monrovia lias been informed, and has been 
fleeted to communicate in this sense with Mr. Sharpe. 

I have, &c. 

E, GREY, 


ri37oa #—e j 























[This Do cum eat is the Prop erty of His Britannic Maj esty s Goverrunent.] 


[November IS.* 1 
Sr.cnn*. g, 

•o 

Acting Consul flarcourt to Sir Edward Greg.—{Received November 18.) 

10. Confidential.) 

&if, Calabar, October 23* 1912* 

IN continuation of my letter No* fi, Confidential, of the 16th September^ 1912, I 
the honour to submit to you copies of correspondence received from (Commander 
L E. K, Strong, TtN, T of His Majesty’s ship “Dwarf/' which I would suggest tend to 
the Opinion expressed in the report forwarded to you under cover of mv 
■ ttei’ referred to its regards the corrupt manner in which tin 1 regulations concerning 
! '' J ' ns i'Hctod labour are carried out. 

I have, k 

A* L, B* HARCOURT* 


*EST AFRICA. 


CONFIDENTIAL* 




49095] 


[Amended Cof 
No* 3* 


Enclosure 1 hi No. 1* 

> * f'omm&nder Strong to Acting Consul Barchart. 

LVop^entiah) 

(?*, If, M.S. ** Zhoarff Libreville, September 15, 1912* 

,, I HAVE the honour to inform von that on the night of the 9th SnpteinW, at 
Spanish Guinea, three natives came on board His Majesty's ship 1 Lv»H in a 
complaining of ill-treatment, and asking to he taken away horn the island. 

■ As one of them named Sarpo is a British subject, I herewith forward, for your 
formation, bis statement to me, together with copies of wrresjKjndenee which passetl 
his Excellency, the sub-Gov ►rnor of Elobey, and myself on the subject. 
iv The correspondence is also Wing forwarded to his Excellency the Governor ot 
e fra Leone* 

I have, ko, 

F. E, K. STRONG, 

Lieidtmant and ComiY*ander, 

Senior Natal 0jfirer, W ert Coast of A frica. 


Enclosure 2 in No* 1. 

1 * 

Coni wander Si remg to Governor, bjlahcy. 

W Ejwellmwv, U.MJS. “ Dmrf," Shiny. September 10, 1911’. 

1*1 HAVE the honour m inform you timt aUmt nmhiight last night a earn* arrived 
the shore containing linns fa Togo man) and two native soldiers named Sm pu (a 
h.,y from Sierra Leone) mid Jose $ 'asteilauo (who says he j» a i ort-uguese subject 

r ^ St Paul d« Loaiula). , , . * , . 

It, 1 have turned them over to the Spanish sergeant who arrived on board this 

■ . - 
With reference to the Mendi boy Sarpa He states: That he was taken from 
p ' It h Leone to Fernando Pb three years and two months ago by a native called 
on whose cocoa* plantai ion he worked* 

I I fliat the man Leonard is since dumb and the trtlin is now owned by a man mimed 

B^gm* . t 

1 1| , That he w h 2 is given no pay when he had completed his three yoars contract, jut 
. ■ to this station ns a soldier against his will, 

i f I have the honour to submit to your Excellency that it there is any truth in this 
Gv : statements* endeavours may W made to recover from b erottuun lu the pa\ 
|, Mr h is due to him, also to suggest that, ns lie is anxious to return to his own country, 
fJiay be ay Hi liflc-k to Sierra Leone as soon as convenient- 
[2700 *—S] 
























If you wish to send a reply to thb letter, 1 Imve the honour to inform you that 
J will return to Elobey from Con see on the morning of Thursday, the 12 th September, 
and to request that it may be sent on board, 

I have, Ac, 

F. E. K. STRONG, 

FA&utenant and Commander, 

Senior Naval Officer, West Coast of Africa* 




Enclosure 8 in No. 1. 

Statement by Sar/w, a Mmdi Boy t Native of Sierra Leone and lived in 

Krootawn Road. 

I WAS stolen with six other boys three years and two months ago by a black 
man palled Leonard. Ho fa now tkndf but. his wife, Mrs. Mfidine, fa alive. 

I was told I was going to work for nn Englishman and get ti a-month* . 

A Spanish steamer ‘‘Faehico*' took us from Freetown. When we went on ho* 
we were kicked down below Ibr two hour* till she letfe. E he ship called at. Monro**| 
and picked up plenty more boys. I do not know liow many* 

The ship went straight from there to Fernando Po. 

At Fernando P> 1 was taken to a house and was naked to sign a contract ™ 
years. 1 said l did not want to. I was told that if 1 did not sign 1 would 

imprisoned, so I signed. r , u 

1 worked for Mr. Leonard at Boa, on« day's walk from Santa Isabel* I he i^ 131 
now owned by Mr. Lugin. Mr. Lennard fa dead. -J 

f stayed there for three years, and when 1 asked for my pay l whs told to wait 
another six months. 

I got no pay at all while I was there, only clothes. 

Every Christmas 1 got 6 dn liars [called two months' pay]. 

After three years and one month i hey let me go, and 1 walk about the town. J 
I went to the curador's office and asked ibr my pay, but got none. Only paid * : 
mati 68 dollars as he had agreed to sign again. The remainder of the six would 11 ■ 
sign because they wanted to go hack ; they got no money. ■ J 

I took my book with the others to the eurador s office, but still got nothing: 
took it to the tf capitan'’ (captain), who said he would got it ibr us,, but we must ' v,il " 
Waited one month working for the soldier, and then I was given soldiers elo ^ 
and sent hero in a team-ship ** t'oriaca*' 1 have beet: here one month and nine dnyjt 
l did not sign fro be a soldier, l did not want to lie one, but they made mf* 
pay i* ?i dollars a-month, aud f have to pay for my clothes. 

For frxxl at Fernando Po I got four cups of rice and one salt fish a-week. , 

l was often dogged while at Fernando Po [showed marks]. When l had the f - 

I was floggeii. ,1 

Saklhe did not want to be sent ashore again for he would be Hogged to death- 

l have, &c. 

F. E K. STRONG, 

Lieutenant and Commander, 

Senior Naml Officer, Wist Coast of Africa* 

ILM.S. " Dwarf J Elahetp 

September 10, 1912. 


ask you to be good enough to inform me if the native Hans was also placed in his 
^Is, he would appear from your letter. 

*, Relating to the boy Sarpo, I am communicating with the Governor-General at 
^tiando Po and informing his Excellency of your courteous and reasonable request In 
A^rcl to the statements made to you by Sarpo about his work at Fernando Po before 
the military three to which he belongs, and I can assure you that the higher 
tv Wjt.y will take the necessary steps to see justice done. 

' t fake this opportunity, seiior commandant, to express my sentiments of high 
! **P ec t and consideration. 

GABRIEL GALVEZ, 


Enclosure 4 in No* 1. 

Nu/j-Gortruor of Llohey to the Commandant of 1!.M*S. u Dwarf* 


i Translation.) 
Sir, 


Elohvy, September 12, IVR' 

I HAVE hud the honour to receive your letter of the 10th of this month, non > 
the incident of the night before which occurred on board your ship, and beg y° 
accept my apologies for the iaeoiivemonce you have been pm to, p, 1 

The sergeant of the colonial guard who presented himself on board your ship Jj 
morning of the 10th hue only handed over to me the guards Sarpo and Caate]l*n<*< 


Enclosure 5 in No L 
Commander Strong to Gmernor, Btobey, 

'*>* Excellency, tt.UJi. “ Dwarf," Mobey, Stptember 12, 1912. 

t ^ HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of even date and to thank you 

** *be ? mme 

. hi reply to question relating to the native Hans, I have the honour to inform 
j™ that as he was not in Govern meat employ 3u* was told to return to shore before the 
^■aut came on Ixoairl, while the two civil guards were detained to 1* turned over to 
proper authorities 

1 not© that the statement of the boy Sarpo has been referred to Fernando Po. 

I have, &cr. 

F. E, K. STRONG, 

Lieutenant and Commander, 

Senior A aval Officer, 1 \ esi Coast of Africa, 





















* , 
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H^is Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.! 
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confidential. 


[November 28. | 
Section 1, 


43035] No. I. 

■l Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

gjufidential.) 

" [ti Foreign Office, November 2'2 t 1912. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
J* the 23 rd ultimo on the subject of the traffic in labourers lie tween Fernando Po anti 
jjmainland of West Africa, and lo transmit herewith, to be laid before Mr. Secretary 
a copy of n despatch from the acting British consul for the Spanish 
in the Gulf of Guinea submitting his report on his enquiry into the 
iJditiyns ander which labourers are serving at Fernando Po.* T am also to transmit 
a copy of a letter from the Admiralty forwarding a copy of a report from, the 
^nifinding officer of His Majesty’s ship “ Dwarf ” on the same subject f 
l ,As regards .the opinion expressed in the fourth paragraph of the letter front the 
1 ^ < A ov ® rnor of ^ Gold Coast to the acting consul at Calabar, to which reference 
. ^fi<Je m your letter under reply, Sir E. Grey entirely agrees with Mr, Harcourt that, 

,' Jew of the statements made by the two natives, Kobina Ingwan and Kwesi Kwao, 
i ( ' rt - can be no doubt that the agreement to remain for sis years was obtained by 
^ &sg. Sir E. Grey would therefore be prepared to make representations to the 
G»tUsb Government with a view to the release and repatriation of the remaining' 
on the evidence now before him. It would also, in his opinion, be desirable 
for the repatriation at the end of their contracts of alt the British subjects who 
SJ Sf foeea carried to the island under false pretences, and to ask the local authorities 
^nando Po to take measures to prevent any involuntary ^contracting, 

^ There are, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, three main points which should be aimed at In 
J ^ttmiunicatiou made to the Spanish Government on the general question of the 
■ hact of British labourers :— 

*■ That the labourers should not be contracted at all unless the 11 authority M 
hG by the British Colonial Government, under whose jurisdiction he lives, is 
Uced. In this connection Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive more exact 
tion as to the nature of this “ authority ” and as to the regulations governing Its 
uctiun in a British colony. 

,That the system should be amended to prevent labourers being contracted 
their will because there is no steamer available to take them back when their 
r * ic t$ expire {see section £7 of Acting Consul Hat-court's report). 

"■ That the practices referred to in sections S3 and 31 should be discontinued. 

w Sormn difficulty will, no doubt, be met with in making use of Mr. A. Ik Harcourt'is 
which is stated to be of a confidential nature, and Sir E, Grey would not wish 
shitoinouts la discussion with the Spanish Government without Ilia consent, 
V.,' ^ questions concerning the trealm ant of the labourers could, in Sir Edward 

opinion, be more easily settled by direct communication between the Governor- 
'; ra l at Fernando Po and tbe Governor of the British Weal African colonies, 
!j e l ?% as the Deputy Governor-General of the Spanish colony is empowered to amend 
|L ] tistiQg j aws as u> meet the requirements of the British colon ion, and is ready to 
Vilt). o matter witli the Governor of Southern Nigeria (sec section £S of the 

therefore Mr. Secretary Harcourt concurs, and will issue the necessary 
to the British officials concerned, Sir E. Grey will instruct His 
6 Ambassador at Madrid to bring the facta which have been disclosed to the 
. J-d tht‘ Spanish Government, and urge them to give instructions to the Governor- 
to lose no lime in discussing with the governors of the neighbouring British 
the remedies to be applied. 

a,l i at the same time to suggest, for Mr. Harcourt As consideration, that 
stations might be made to Messrs. John Holt and Co* and to the Elder, Dempster 

(Wttil llurcotirty N<>. S, Sepiumk-L- H>, iSiif. f Admiralty t Oti^bur SJh UH2. 

[2705 y—1] 
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No. 1. 


Lieutenat}t*Colonel Wytlie to the Foreign Office*'—{Received Dec* mber 10.} 


Sir. 


38* Ilofv Terrace, Edinburgh , Decrtnbei' 8* I i* 1 — - 
Labour Conditional Sem lltomr and S-’rsncipe .— l have the honour to submit ibr 
information some notes on this subject in confirms! ton of the verbal statement 
^3t j hy me the 2Sth ultimo. My recent visit to the Islands {Augusl -Noven 1 1ht, 
has enabled me to complete my observations of 1909—the year when Angolan 
ceased to come in and Mozambique laliour began to take its place. The question 
a complicated one it is impossible for me to deal with it briefly, but my closing 
pi'igi'aph will summarise the impressions produced by the information gathered on the 
^ and detailed as follows. 

'M&rtality m Satt Thome and Principe. - Two distinct cases. These islands, though 
* tered as a single colony, cannot be treated as one from this point of view In 
i sleeping sickness is responsible for 42'B per cent, of the island mortality,* not- 
*Jlhatanilmg that the Gloenina carrying the disease exists only in the northern half, 
‘i&reas in t3an Thom 6, comprising no less than 87 per cent, of the total colonial area, 
J&Ltber the disease nor the fly is tu he. Found. No imported disc, l learn, is on recent! 

the discontinuance of Angolan recruiting for the islands, three and a half years 
K P- Between 1908 and 1910 the mortality of Principe ranged from 1 l 5 percent, to 
Fy^per cent., while that of San Thome for the same period was 3'f) per cent, to 3 '7 per 

f , Case of San Thome — Dr. d Almad;/s figures, above, are those of the Lisbon 
|?jfipifll Ministry, and t hus official. Date for a rough test of their accuracy have been 
I K^dtujfl for hib and furnished by Viee-Ctonsul Montgomery, of San Thome, and some 
jjp^guwe friends from the vital statistics of certain estates situated in good, had, and 
climatic regions respectively, and thus typical of the island as a whole, 1 he 
r^lufrions the\ indicate are instructive, as follows:— 


Ifuya llofc KiUnnht {G Year*’ avemge, i year abnormally tad) 
lio^a Sffo \livml (jt 59^' avcrugv. all jetns normal) 

(toy* Meant Antonio £ii year*' average, all] y^ats normal) 


for cent, 
48 
I'79 
IHBB 


ij The mean nf the above gives a mortality of only 2 47 per cent per annum for the 
or I 13 per rent, lower than that of the official statistics. 

Idfoie/ Cause* of Mortality, San ThenjuL —ito^a Bou Entrada, on which 1 spent some 
in 1909 and again in 1912, lies in u region reputed utthealthy. Its proprietor, 
L^is reason, invited me to study its labour conditions during my first visit* and, 
6jj. r h*g that I was going n second time to the island, asked me when there to note the 
oi e hr measures lie had meanwhile undertaken for their improvement. The 
/^ed opinion of Ills medical officer had l>eon that the largest factor in the death-rate 
alcoholism ; closely following it came ilie vice of geophagy, with anemia as its 
3^1, a tul lastly dysentry. Pulmonary complaints were only formidable when com- 
with one or other of the preceding. At its worst, however, the death rate of 
^ * foya” never touched 8 per cent,, not an excessive figure for the tropics seeing that 
sjj Mortality among imported hands on the rubber estates of the Federated Malay 
a ttsh+ under similar climatic conditions is "never less than 5 per cent., and may be 
(taking over.” Jt compares favourably with that of the Mozambique negro in the 
mines (10 per cent., 11 per cent,, and upward) 

■ W ithin the last three years, however, much pm 


_ „„ „„ w ...progress has been made. Not only on 

k^tate but elsewhere, alcoholism has been oomlrnted by the issue to the labourer on 
' lft eut T but not over cost price, of a limited ration of sound red wine, and by restricting 


. *' Svletim Official/ 1 Januw y t2$, 19 j 2 * 

1 llr - Joatf a'AlmuJ.-i; in 111 Timo-a/’ Jab 2, 19J 2, mid 

intj 

l N Fiiumcift| Review of Kevit'wa," February 1910. 
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Eoktiiu J'.* Oatra Colonial, 1 * July 1912, 
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pm > , !o+f ^ „ ■ hi 1 «it ink be largely if not entirely made good to 

Iru- loss Lo the latter migiu-, i uiiiik, " , ® 7 , ; 0 f 

I were the Portuguese Government to m.lw-e them to take , • i * lrted 

in the fertile and populous colony of Portuguese Guinea, the soil of which >.mmM 

ii ;„..,iL!.;..„ to. ti.t.r auiuwl to cacao-growing than even that ot 


him to Ilia linos at night, so as to keep him away from neighbouring native km# 

Ud .spirits are retail to all corners. Thin vice will always he a matter of aox.atV « 
the planter and of danger to the negro until some form ot excise can be established 

th6 Stogie anemia has now been recognised » set up by duodenal ankylos.- Thwd itself and -rum.«y VttoMto'touting' trouble 

aud is iJiu« "treated preventively, while dysentry has practically disappeared from 1 » to time supplied labour Jo kt)<lWtl . ftn d tire oolont 

E,“tarda estate, thanks to the installation, at great expense, of a pipe water suppj Jtterte uona 

jSSBtttt^Sa- a. a-r— k . « a. wMl 

of the Angolan by the Mozambique or Qiubm&ne cogro—a higher type* ^ Lk 

\ T f.t'n.lit- m tilifi Antrolan houdesslv lntompurate ami childish, hut sn - 


in It»e tortile iuui populous colony oi 1 "lui^utv , n f 

dl competent authorities to be better MiiLtn t m - h - 
TtoJ itself, and certainly far aujmnor to that «1 Pancipa l-ui.aa 

►ter ,Vc;:^ ‘t i 

thStSss. ‘al* rr«SiV” 

will Starve till his cacao-trees come into Wmg J‘«*"• ™£ lv * 


feit 


\mmktihvUie Mr^imbhtiie or Quilimams negro™ tagitor tyf&, meJbwj, ~g ffal will starve ui 
.\y.'C Ndioirtj to the A-._Mi.ut haplessly in i a-- :u..J ■: iiMisk hut *> visi _> to tl* wwilili -i ml ]K Am* ''[J 1 ; 1 | :illl ,1 ,-^mI^Uv of -pi. km 

0-1 wiili ..stitntiooal dints.*- t-to( his passing the '!<**"• .. ..hi *y#> {tend a. A shipped to ei.ru .,n»U- a t|u l rtuil has &&- upon - - 

* Tv. I.!^i w tt a fraud unon the island planter. ... tfmmw. such scheme as this is the only cure lot DU S nl 

of Principe. _i.»„ mi? 


physically 


ins cacao-irees come mw y , t 

of oil-palms growimr wild, the «>ut* ,,f "lucli havt. only n be 
■ , .t., 1 . 1 ,. ivimoiui-i I ftm decided I v oi opinion 


saturated witi> coiiBtitULiODai uignim uuut v '*’; 

was. while it lasted, but little short of a fraud upon the island planter. 

Kevertheleas, some managers now complain that it is the .Uozambiaiie and <■ 
Angolan who habitually comes into hospital and stays there, usually lor some m 
ailment. But this cuts both ways, and may be regarded as evidence that the kta* 
takes better cure of his own health than the latter; it assuredly does not make »| 

^ .Mortality.—Affairs in this island are much more seia»« 
though, to preserve a dm- sense of proportion, its comparatively small area (only 
_.t'nCtJrt., 1 ,inirl »mt, till of which is infected with sWpmg sickness, must m 


; living utmiji. xsxjf.--.? . ■ _ r 

th.Pii'j-h to presarvo a dm* sens-- ot pfflwHon, vea Aujhmwvis*} \"“v \ anangement for W rccoptiwq P 1 ’^ 1 L ^' 1, ^ + years of hto life in Sun Thomd, 

cent "of the culouv), not »U of which m infected with sleeping sickness, must hr -Me. an Ang.bm or hiiilerlaml ' wrv'.-Hl who u. L sentence with the shortest 
iu mind. In ..." excellent sanitary report, published. 1 Jiink in 1U08. a map <4jg ^merely fa. gentenw him to deatM. but to ^trinted negro is 

island is given dcioing the regions where, thsi «*•»« wl)era *:■*gPl tb» \that while San Thome aflfcrds In® « 

less extent, where it is occasionally to lie found, and where it does not run at al. Nttrly liable, it seems to bn yo JW * ®**™“**V g ^ n „ s i c kncvs, Angola and ns 

S region contains the town and harbour of Ivan Antonio de PkuMpa State n.oteotion Iron, the tumble maladv ot 

S;“Ths®, and at my first visit it was badly infected Now however *| |»Uare t-eek.ng w.t), the distw. 

, _i .-,^ + ksa rw-ixiAiif A 11 m t ntst.Fiulor do Ci>neelUu fliiid rui^ hewtn ■o , J n, y| 


port of rhft tstondh and at my first visit, l was l.; u,y 

to the energetic action of the present Admmistrador do Coneelhoand his health Tj 
L)r Brute) |£ Costa, the liv is but rarely seen in the town or its environs. ( j l( 

According to "lUcinl statistics, probably accurate, the general mortality 1 _ 
island has ranged from 115 per cent, in 1008 to ?‘8 per cent, in I OKI. H- Aug^ 
Chevalier, win. visited iv in 1906 7, says that it has sometimes attained 2<t t-er - 
and from what l anther this, 1 fear, is but too true as regards the estates m 
northern or infected region." When we remember that the general figm-e ■ low 
it embrn. ee not only those but also the large iiroperties m the south-~.il.nost ( _ 
eatirely, free from sleeping sickness—one is not surprised to hear it a.imiLU-ai 
proprietors themaelvt^ that some of thy small estates have ;i death-»te ot -.i pe ■ ^ 
/this iieur<? was given to a friend of mine as thut the speakers owi *^V a ^ 

veiir y That sl^itmff -«ick ness is the Role factor of' importance m the death - rate 
cl, ar from the returns of the Compauhto da Ilha do Principe I ^07-11, nj:i«r-n t 1 
uninfected region of the south.t Adult mortality there mnge.s trom '9y ]>**<**. [i 
2-72 per cent., Iiilantilt- mortality from 1*7d per cent, to 11 - iwr 45 ^" 1 ' ' - 1 ^ 

possible to rid the north of the fly, these figures ought to hold good rfthe \vlwW "g 
But by all accounts the neighbouring Spanish island of Hornamlo 16 is in ^1 ; 

c.H^e than Principe, and the regions of the African mainland, hum which labourers 

to L«? drawn, am afflicted very similarly. , , . . , rl t u . -l,^ 

Princiw-a mggesied Solution ^The problem is complex. I lie health a uW 
have hitherto urged two measures, first, the discontinuance of tobour importations ^ 
infected regions ie.g. t AngnU), and, second, the extormuiatioii of bhr* iiy in t'«■ • ^ 
itnelfi The total 11 serr 19 a! ” population probably does not exceed 3.U 0 U and .he t» l ^ 

eumpauies in thv south may lie token as empl oying at toaat oub- third .t those. ‘ ^ 
be bik tin number actually residing in the inf-cU‘ i area would w i , ; 

immi i r. a certain pmporuqtl is CuImj- Vt-r -di -in, of semi 1 -fc.uropettH race and ^ 
life, L$ss liable than the Angolan to sleeping aicikness, but, of course, not m 
Owiuir to bad tinn-s am-ag the small planters uud u> the eii-rmous nmousd l> ^ 
„ esfl among the Angolans, these CabtvVerdeans are ported to be ^erworke^| 
endm thd, and to be meditating a boycott of the island in conflequen^). My 1 .H 

ikn its ufe cDjviml iLfjm! but es from a trustworthy source and pruna f<ta*.- c • 


Even bus ro^irdn the 


%«n never to have put li 

to return to your old home in linear nwi me ~ ivnatnniiou 

fe^llhoc." Bui put it to huuOujt 

' 4 he has drawl! hre full pay all through bis an k f . , 1 ^ not 

only sncii ftuine tfl-to-emplover n ay gtve jbaii M k piv^u. .i.r rbalbly wifl) 

N-n... —• MU* -«i 


r d tta,L uioMjr w to* w»M»m VT* ^Vll W... lirtW* tlmt he muv Mk wuA ever 
jf to mi the mk of being rebbetl oi it. ' d . _ ; . fc 1 n As for it the rules 

|» Without folding it, and. laet but Idand where work tiud fiwl ure 

^.HOt permit oflus re^engapi'-ig tor i» turn - ,1 ukinly, the answer 

NhigLim. 1 am not prepared to say th^t, aiJ 

>ld not ugaiti be that he wanted to go, »ud. w the u»P«w«‘ ^ ^ M . 

' tl.c average Angolan. But to .ii-cvpt this as a valid w>«.L » ' ‘ , b lieart> 

•tal a su'h-fde. That at least is how the planter, who knows Ins Angolan m 

fv rtl-ils it, and I believe him to be entirely right. , , 

,. I have reen and apoken to at W-. two -‘seiv.yaes on •Wf* "Sgid"ToC«." 

M 11 m wxiH-rt. non t ibvtby.nsrlves. a, “! ^-' r V,T‘l!‘'‘ l i fen wts .« who bud derertod 
^ pleased to work on ha the rest of thet b’ _ . ,« other a oompulsordy 

^ M a life “f kHeueas for tsonm yeare iu San t ^ - ^ ^he time, und had 

^triatod “Bt-rviyil " who had ,.retorted agan.st us bn.m unuit t h. t. ^ 


under tod, nml to be meditating a boycott 01 w w».m m 

tiuEi is at second hand, but is from a trustworthy source aim {rriniu jq*-_u Lr ‘ $ 
90 I have drawn the attention of Inoth the Portuguese Minister m London am j 
B ritish vice-consul in San Thomi to the story. If the threat bo earned out, A 

inisvitably lead to the abandonmenl of at least the lEdectcd arens Lor want ol .* ^ 

resiiiteiit to the disease. But sooner or later the planters, in their own interes ? 
have to face some such sacrifice. 


dated - served " who had protested agairtst ^ h& that the 

refused re-engagement hy the curador mi j' ^ and reported 

P^s frrUdu it. This man paid his own passage o ack ^ ^ AmzolaiiB. ^ 

^elf for duty at his old L ' ro*;&" without n .. 1 '• 01 _ definite contract is 

Tim aw* of the Mozambique Qmlimamv or Qudlcngue, ■ . | ^ } ie 

t** *■ ~jt** ats ±' m A csisyss 

Hunt able to take cam of himself whim hy dut-t, lo + f 1 > “^oatriation ” 

Wk. Wiping hie family or friends will, hto. A. ohjeetiot, wto a r^vteiatton^ 

K^ienLly vohinturv. which is renlly » lams un.-nt—the citing _ teCiifereUind 

I fob, lire of himself, amid dangers and d.fflcuhu* he “jt* h T ve * eu the 

tatil actually c..fronted «ith them. However ,,;,,Mt.fiubli- n«l ? _ 


P" actually coiiltontoci «uu liu » ami no one can 

i^mstonoto of bis odgiual mtroduciaon to serM^sl hfe, t ■ - - - • 

that he is being well eared for and lor happier than 

ilk. r " m. __ 1... I nil r 1 ^i it 


f L pita - A u " r 1 N ■ 

hf^ has any chance of being 
,k * ' facts of 


^ E *v that he m bciiU! weu, Q8 MCL tui tum un 1 ■ i t 

^■r the haphazard measures propounded witlsout regard u> 

* - ■ 


* u Lp Outi>y<lf 'ldnii rOttOftt ofricuFfi/' p. SI- Paria, 
^ L - P*>Li"i.i!.. do Cubiii»l, B Ur tutor 1312, pp- 


. Latouv.-Soverel Ban Thorod M*. 

inu-lti^ent and ^gfebour from Cape Patoas 


1 ^ere iutoUi^nt am mdustrioufi labourer uio auk^ljm Palmmi 

^Tny lSi ). company trolling in Liberia for the rf labour 

tad iu hiiitei-lai.il, on terms to which no except,on can be token from any point ot view. 
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Twu, if not by now three, bitches of Liberians have arrived at Sail Thome and ^ 
been placed on estates for work. The company has posted an Bullish agent there 
act as curador to the men, banking their money T arranging their home remittance- |]f 
mediating in any disputes a rising between them and their employers, The sy^l 
works wonderfully well, giving satisfaction both to the masters arid to the menAjj 
Lift e r 1 lei i ig as j>] cj i with tl mi r i realm id it as il i e former a re witL their pi iys iqu* ^ 
intelligence. t here is every prospect of the arrangement being developed to tliet’SjJ® 
of ouabling Angolan labour to be penmuiently dispensed with, and possibly finpetsc 1 ^ 1 -- 
Mozambique importations as well* 

But the company and it* agents complain of the many obstacles they have had 
overcome in the form of l instil i»v and intrigue on the part ->f interested 
Systematic attempts have ijeen made irt Liberia to intimidate the gnnga from 
te Sun Thome by tales of cruelty practised by the Port-Ugue-e in the inlands. < Joe ' ;ir | 
gang was in fact scattered hy this means. The second gang, who arrived on ^ 

I til fi OotoW, during my stay in San Thome, themselves tola me of the attempts 3J] . 
(several of them speak English, and one of the number Portuguese), but added [ |1 ' 
they krn-w th- “missionaries" in quest ion ami what value to put on their act vice- 
they decided to come over and see things for themselves* The curador having 0 
them placed on a “rofft," L made a point of staying a week at that "10951 1P te watch** 
experiment The gang bn night over some eight or ten children, and these have l ; ^ 
sent to the estate school to mix with the Angolan children and learn Portugttf^j 
as to interpret for their parents. Three of the adults, to be elected by the gang. 
have a free |ja>sage back to Cape Palmas after three mouths' service, to tell d 
friends of their treatment, I have now received, dated the Kith November, a 1 ^ 
from the manager of the estate reporting that the Liberians are proving u great swe* 
and he will take ns many more as he can get. ^ 

Treatment of the " sofariyiL '*—What I have mid above applies almost witP* 
qualification to the island estates generally—1 might say to all the purely [fortUH^J 
estates I have only been able te discover two eases of maltreatment of the ncg r ; 
Portuguese whites, and in tiotb the ponaltv wos instant dismissal. There are, bof v \ 
two lidgtau “rc^jas" in the island,.admirably managed 1 understand from the produfl * 
poiuL of view, but of very ha I repute as regards ( he treatment of their hands, 1)11 ^ 
these has put man imfontfor Lilieriim labour, bur L have strongly advised the comp^Ll 
agent to delay acting upon it till he has visited the estate himself, and till the 
charge now pending before the tribunal in San Thome (one of culpable homicid" 1 
murder, against the Belgian oilministrudor) has been decided one way w tin 
The 1 muter was sub jiullee when 1 left, but should particulars of it be desiren, - ^ 
giving the Portuguese Minister in Loudon the name of the late medical officer 0! ,1 
estate (now health officer, £?. Anton, Cape Verde Islands) who threw up his sreM ^ 
appointment rather than be a party to what was going on. If will he noted that i ^ 
not a Belgian but a Portuguese, and that the only estates of this repute in the isK lK 
nou-Portugu ese. 

It ecapttidat ton. 

My impressions may thus be summarised : — 

(a.) The mortality among Bun Thnrn6 M servivars M is not excessive nor dt“^ 
compare unfavourably with British colonial conditions, and scanty credit has been ^ 
to the Portuguese planters for their constant efforts to promote the well-being 
block ) 

. \bf The Angolan is an tiuauudnotory worker, dear at any price, and it is 
hoped his final replacement hy negroes of more virile and intelligent races (nu 
Liberian; may proceed without further hindrance : ^ 

(e.) Labour conditions over &• considerable part of Principe are indefensible- y 
present a problem demanding the earliest possible solution, in the interests w 
planters themselves, :\n well us of the labourers ; ( 

(t£) A sfilution seems possible which will at least minimise loss to the pi* 11 ' 
affected, if not convert it ante a positive gain in the end ; ^ 

(is.) That solution ^ te be found in the vast resources turd capabilities of Ported 
Guinea, hitherto neglected as a colony ; ^ 

(/,) CoinpuL'.ry repatriation from San ThorniS, urged ok a boon to the hd ,lJ ^ 
Li the very reverse ; so far from being a rescue from a sentence of death, it. is tb® 
effective way of executing that sentence; 
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(<?■) Even voluntary repatriation id certain cases is open to the same objection 
(when, taken by a person incapable of understanding the nature of the proposal to which 
he has given hia consent) ; 

(A) Maltreatment of the black at the hands of the white in of the rarest occurrence 
ln San i'home, and ia promptly furnished. Such offences bv Portuguese whites are 
seldom grave, but at this moment a charge against a Belgian planter in the island is 
tfufj judwe t which amounts at least to culpable homicide, 

I have, Ac. 

W. F. WYLLTE 

(/.A. retired)* 
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WEST AFRICA. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


[December I3,j 


Section 2. 


No. 3* 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office .— (Hcceirrtl December 13.) 



Sir, Dawning Street, December 12, PJ12. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Horcourt to ackaow ledge the receipt of your letter 
(> f the 15th ultimo, with regard to a complaint to the commanding officer of His 
}Iajfisty*s ship “ Dwarf” by a British subject in Fernando Po, and *4 your further 
letter^ of the 22nd and 29th ultimo with regard to slave traffic with Fernando Po. 

2 . Mr, H&rcourt agrees with Secretary Sir Edward Grey that the three main 
E^ints referred to in your letter of the 22nd ultimo are essential, hut tn view of the 
s t-ite of affairs disclosed by Lieu tan ant Strongs reports from the Admiralty, and by the 
fort her report, dated the 145th September, from Mr, A, R, Thircourt, awl, in particular, 
f *f th e n ttit-u de of t he S j; ia n is! i aut hori t iea to ward s an v i nve s i igafc ion or i> To]> osals to 
^patriate, the Secrotary of State does not think that direct discussion between the 
British governors and the Spanish Governor-General is likely to lead to any satisfactory 
Result. 

t 3, Thy governors of the colonies and protectorates concerned have already been 
•Wructed " ' 1“ ' ' I I M 

*Wign countries, 

®f Southern 

closed for information. In this connection I uni to invite reference to the letters 
from this department of the 18th and 10th December, 1909* in which the Earl of 
2*0we intimated that he was unable to allow the emigration from Southern N igeria to 
y^nando Po, Mr. H:u-court, is very doubtful whether in any case he would tie able to 
the sanction required under the ordinance in question for any recruiting lor 
f ernnudo Po, but, in any event, ho could not consider the question until there is a 
^idenfc consular officer, who is in a position to report that the abuses no longer exist, 

4, Mr. Harcourt is glad to learn that arrangements are being made as soon ;ts 
fusible for the appointment of a salaried vice-consul at Fernando Po. It is clear that 
information now received a s to the treatment of labourers at the end of their engage¬ 
ments emphasises the need for n resident consular officer to whom British subjects could 
appeal for protection. 

^ 5. I ani to request you to urge Sir Edward Grey to exercise strong pressure on the 

-■putiLsli Government to obtain the immediate release of all British subjects who have 
kidnapped, fraudulently inveigled to the island, or retained there under re-engage- 
5tl ^tsmade against, their will* as in the cases described in the consul’s reports; ana 1 
to suggest that representation* should be marie without delay for the protection of 
^Sierra Leone native* Sarpo, from ill-treatment, and for his release 

6 , I am also to suggest that the information in the possession of His Majesty’s 
ij^erument with regard to the German subject, Hans* of Lome, should be communi- 
P*®d to the German Embassy* 

7. With regard to the penultimate paragraph of your letter of the 22ud ultimo* I 
S' to state that this department has already been in communication with Messrs, 
jder, Dempster, and Co, nn the subject A copy of a letter from that firm was sent tv 

Foreign Office on the loth June last. 

1 am. &e. 

1L J. HEAD. 


Enclosure 1 in No, I. 

Mr. llar&mrt to Governor Sir F. Lugard. 

pufidential.) 

J| L Dot nil rig Street, December 3, 10X3-_ 

j I HAVE the honour to acknowledge thu receipt of Mr, Boy lea Confidential 
^JpatcJi of the 3rd September last, transmit ting* for my consideration,, the dralt of an 
Mi nance to prevent slave trading between West African ports and the islands ol 
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JWnacdo Po, San Thomfi, and Principe, awl to infoim j;ou tbat cimimstances h*« 
arisen which make it desirable to enact the WisUtion inquired without delay. 

-j, The following amendments are needed m the draft s— 

3. Clause 4, paragraph 3. the word “Government’' should bo substituted f<* 

* C ttSr?tho commas “aforesaid" should be deleted and inserted after 
“ protectorate,” and the reference to section 7 should be to sect ion 10. 

5. In clauses 0. 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14, a uniform description of the employer and 
hie agent should be adopted. In all those cases the general form, ' employer and Jo | 

his agent/' would seem nest. rpi 

6 The last sentence of clause 7 appears to be snperBnous tn view of clause l ' 
first words should run : “ Any person to whom a permit has been granted under sect ion 

„1 this '(Tauaethline 12. “word” should be “words," and the last sentence should run: 
“ the letter of recommendation required under section 4.” In the last paragraph . 
wonls •' Clolonial Secretary who lias signed " should he replaced by the Governmco 

which has issued ” . . „ , t 

g The word 11 so " should be deleted in line 10 of dause j r 
s' The penalties m sections IS and 19 should be assimilated 
10 In abuse 23 the correct title of the repealed ordinance should be maarU-il. 

1 L I„ schedule (1*1 the words “to he," in the eewtal hue, should apparen . 
precede, instead of following, the blank space ; and the reference ,n the note ahouiffl ^ 

IO Eecno'M.^ also consider wlietlier it would Iks possible to insert a new clu‘£' 

prohibiting masters of ships, under severe penalty, front taking m.v deck passeiigers 
ports outside British jurisdiction, or engaging for service on board any persons who 
not fuiviisli’ d with certificates us previtfed in section U, and imposing on the mi ■ 
the duty of mustering all his deck passengers and coloured members of hi. era•‘ 1 
demand of any European officer of Customs or police or district officer for the god ** 
of their certificates, and further providing for the punish meat of the master it j rsCa’S 

are found to be on board improperly. & . » wg 

18 ]„ ji„v case it should be provided that no native member of the crow shall 

discharged in a foreign port except in the presence of the British consul. 

] 1 The Mi with the above amendments, should lie pissed without deb). 

I have, &e. . 

I* JlARCOUttT- 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1, 

The Nittm labour (Foreign Service) Ordinance. 

I NO native labourer shall he engaged under contract lor ^*E-viot outsidu i 
Many’s dominions or territories tn and over Majesty has pwrer ^ 

jurisdiction without the express sanction of His Majesty s Secretary ol * liUg 

°2 No native shall leave his home district under contract to serve saa laM^ 
without the limits of the colonv and protectorate unless lie shall have first tl , 

the fw«it of the chief of such district, signified before the district commissioi ^ 
other pxlittcal officer and a certificate in writing from such district commtsatone 

political officer to that effect* ,. £ . 

No iii-iinet commissioner or political officer shall grant such certificate an a i 
m \esa he si tall be reasonably satisfied with regard to the applicant 

(d r ) That, he is physically Jit to perform the work for which he desires to eng 11 - j 

himself as aforesaid * . . * , u rH,' 11 

iL) That he is not abandoning when, children, or other relatives dependent I f 

him for maintenance, and that due provision has been made for the maintenance 
people (it any) dependent upon him during bis absence. 

fed That his absence from his home district is not inconsistent with eiy■*, __ A* 
into which he haa previously entered or with obligations imposed by law, native e 

or usage, 

(rl) That he is above the age of Ifi years. 

8, the governor may from time to time licence in the form contained in Scl.duWp 
fit and proper persons aa agents for the recruitment of lalxmicis tu lie employei 
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Ike limits • if the chlony and protectorate, and any person to whom a pennii has been 
Snuitnl mid or section 4 of this ordinance shall obtain the services “f the labourers 
^mtuttsiitl In such permit through on agent licensed under this section and shall 
I'Mnue to sneh agent at the time oi' application the permit granted to him a& afore- 

KotificiLtion of any licence granted under this section shall In; published in the 
* GasjMttef' 

!. If a ay person he desirous of ohf ining for himself or for any other person or 
«dy corporate or for the Govenuoent of any British colony or protectorate the service 
any native labourer to he performed without the limits of the colony ami protects 
r:4 'e, he shall ripply in writing tu the < "<denial Secretary stating the number ol labourers 
piired. the place where the labour is to be performed and the nature of the said 
^bmr T the wages offered, and the duration of the proposed contract ; mid tlm J’olnoial 
Secretiiry may thereupon deliver to him a permit in the form contained in Schedule (A) 
j le 'tcto to engage through an agent licensed under this ordinance the number oi 
r "nvcrs required, or any less number within the limits therein specified. The 
b‘ M ieuliLrc of every pemiit granted under this ordinance shall l»e published in the 

PGttzotted' 

Provided that no permit shall remain in force for a longer period than three months 
*^ai the date of issue ; 

Provided also that no permit to engage labourers in Southern Nigeria shall be 
filled to any person who has not first obtained a letter nf recommendation from the 
^>li>uial Secretary of the country In which such labourers are to work that he is a Jit 
4rj d proper person to engage sudh laliourers. 

5, The name nf every person to whom a permit haa htH j n granted under section 4 
^ this ordinance ami the iiimiher -of luliouvers that lie has been empowered to engage 
K® bo forwarded to the Colonial Secretaries pf allthe West African colonies and 
[‘t'iiectorates for publication in the Gazette as so*vn ns possible alter the date oi 
^ granting of such permit, Such name as well as the place m which such labourers 
Ip to be employed shall be posted up in a conspicuous place in every district eourt- 
^ Jl u*e utifl every native ebpet-house in the district from which the labourers are to be 
rh and n notification of the fhet that a permit has been granted and ihe name 
■ tlit? person to whom such permit has been granted and the tin mu the place in which 
^ c h laDourers are to be employed, shall be supplied by t:.t j district, commifiaioner to all 
^ chiofa in such district. 

fi. Except in the case of labourers engaged for the service of the tiovernment oi 
ifjy British colony or protectorate Indore granting n permit as aforesaid, the Colonial 
^tfctarv sbiil3 require security either by deposit, nr otbrnvi-sf 1 for the payment of the 
^fics of the labourers about tn be engaged. 

, Security shall also be given in the same manner by the employer or his agent 
^ w hum the |H^rmit was ortginally granted for the pfiymeiit of any expends tliat 
?* fl 7 Ik 1 incurred by the Government under sections 10 or 14 of this ordinance, and 
^ the payment of any fine that may he incurred'by the employer under section 7 

When the Colonial Secretary has obtained such security he .shall mention the fact 

- Ite permit * 

^ t 7, Any jjerson in possession of a permit as in I he preceding section described 
while it remains tn three and subject to Ihe provisjons oi ibis ordinance, hr 
fj^dod to engage* through an agent licensed under this ordinance, tiny number ot 
?y^irurs not exceeding the number Bpecified thereon. No person shall engage labouivi^ 
i 1 ;'bireign service through ;»ri agent liooueed under this ordinance, except he is the 
of ft permit under section 3 of this ordinance, 

Every contract tor the service of n native without the limits id the colony and 
a^ctorate rIikII he in duplicate in the form contained in Schedule (B) hereto, and 
^ be entered into in the presence of a police magistrate or district (XMauniBOiower, and 
apobre magistrate or district coiitmissiooer shall, upon production of the permit ot 
*» e person engaging the services of the native, if he he eatiafied that the provisions 
L otion ’j livri'iof have been complied w;iili t and that tfuch contract is fully understootl 
qia vahmtarilv entered into by the intending lalx>urer* emloirwe on aucli contract 
"fHrxls following, that ii? to way :— 

- ,l l hereby certify that the parties to the within contract fully understand the 
a. re and terms of the said con tract, and entered into the saute voluntarily nnd ot 

lf own fimi will. 
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Tins police magistrate or district commissioner si mil make entry on tlie.perf 
of the number of labourers engaged under it, and when the Adi number spedtied * 
tiiicli permit has Ijeen engaged, shall retain such permit and transmit it forthwith to 
Colonial Secretary, 

A copy of any contract catered into under this 
the Colonial Secretary who has signed the letter of 
which such labourers have been hired. 

!b The police magistrate nr district commissioner 
foreign service have been entered into shall forthwith 
police at the port of embarkation with a list of the persons so engaged 
shall he provided for the purpose by the employer who has entered into the ConjgJB 
!ik aforesaid, and it shall be the duty of the officer receiving such list, or a eap^ 
subordinate officer deputed by him for that purpose, to superintend the emWkatio* 
of the persons so as aforesaid engaged, each one of whom shall immediately 
embarkation report himself to such super! ntending officer as aforesaid, who 
thereupon check the names of the persona about to embark witli the list so 
a* aforesaid, and immrdiatdv thereafter shall report to the police msmstiate 


section shall be forwarded w | 
recommendation by mood * 

before whom any cen t mots ^ 
furnish the head officer ol 
which 


said list 

district 


and 


be 

coinuitssiioi icr 


shall 


:.i. i iv 


at ^ 
othrf 


district commissioner that he has so checked the 

sacue time report to the said police magistrate or -- ^—- * lia 

mat ter or thing connected with such embarkation upon which it may appear to m 

that a report is necessary. . 

Mi. No contract under this ordinance shall !» for a longer period than tint** 
months* and within fourteen days after the expiration oi t-1 if cant, .sc r t t^iifi 

the employer or ins agent to whom the permit was originally granted shall provide nm 
wit!, a return passage to the place from whence he first embarked for the purpos* 
fulfilling his contract, with proper accommodation and maintenance on the wav, atid ■ 
default of so doing, on Bummnry conviction upon the prosecution of the late^ ‘ 
entitled to such passage, nr of any public officer* shall bo liable to a fine not csce^tliti^' ■ 
or in default of payment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one mouth : an 1 ^ 
shall be further liable to refund any expenses which may have been reasonably incur^J 
by or on behalf of the Government in returning such labourer to his home district* W 
sums to lie recoverable as a penalty in a summary manner at the suit of my P lU 

officer. * , , 1 tfaftfl 

1L Every sucli contract -shall contain a clause stipulating that not ^ 

one-half of the wnges due thereunder to any labourer shall be paid by the employ^ i 
his authorised agent immediately after the return of the labourer to the place 
whence he firat embarked for the purpose ot fulfilling his contract, and npi others 
Such payment shall be made before a police magistrate or district commissioner ^ 
12/ 1'he police magistrate or district commissioner shall keep a register in the 
contained in schedule (€) hereto of the name and place of abode of every hd*>u 
entering into a contract under the provisions of this ordinance, of the date and dur* ^ 
of the contract and the place whore the same is to be performed, and of the name 0 • 

employer and nature of the service, and such register or certified copy of any ex' . 
therefrom shall be received in the courts of the colony os evidence of the facia then 

noted. f 

13„ Upon the completion of any agreement u nder the provisions "I l his ordm- f 

there aboil be paid to the police magistrate or district commissioner by the employ ^ 
his agent 31 capitation fee of If.* or such other sum an maybe fixed from time to tun* £ 
resolution of the Legislative Council in respect of each labourer whose name 
placed thereon. Such sums shall be paid into the Treasury and form part *1 
general revenue of the colony. 

14. When it shall l» proved to the satisfaction of the police magistrate or di* 1 ^ j 
commissioner that any employer has been guilty of serious neglect or illdreatim 3t j 
any labourer under coniraot, the police magistrate or district commissioner shall rer* 
the case to the governor, and the governor may, by notice published in the “ 11 Jl /‘^ 
cancel any contract into which such employer may have entered under this ordnu ^ 
uud such contract shall be deemed to have been cancelled at and from the data ^ ^ 
publication of Niieh ?i a] ■ . Every labourer whose contract shall Imve been ca \V*jj 
as provided above shall Ijc main tail led and conveyed to his home district at tho 
of the Colonial Government, and all sums reasonably expended upon the and ^ 
teuiiriee and conveyance* together with sell wages due to the said labourers t rv3 l 1 
employer, shall be recoverable in a summary manner as a penalty at the suit o 

public officer. „ , -* . * , t 11 * Wa 

Provided always that cancellation of a contract under this section shall not LjU 


lo preclude any other proceedings for breach of such contract while in force* or 111 
aspect of any ill-usage of any labourer while serving thereunder* 

15, Any person who shad] by any fraud* falsehood, intimidation, coercion or mis- 
hjpresentatiou induce any native to enter into any contract under ibis ordinance shall 
be guilty of misdemeanour, and shall be liable on summary conviction thereof to 
‘aipasomnent for a term not exceeding two years, or to a line not exceeding 100/,* 01 
both t and such contract shall be held void save to the extent that the employer shall 
te liable to pay any wages due thereunder, and to provide for the return of any 
labourer engaged thereunder to Ids home. 

IG. It shall be lawful for the governor* ty proclamation published in the *' Gazette*' 
*h&n it shall appear to him to In* necessary for the welfare of the colony or of any 
district or place ■within the colony or protectorate, to prohibit the engagement of any 
labourer for service without the limits ot F the colony and protectorate* either generally 
yr within such district or place as may lie spmfied in such proclamation* and in like 
manner to cancel or suspend such prohibition with re#-pect to all or any of the districts 
" r places so specified. 

During the continun 11 ct? of obeli prehibilion no permit to engage labourers in such 
distfiotfs or places shall he furnished l y the Cobpiiial Hecreiriry* and any permit which 
^a]| have been previously given and be then in force shall be deemed to he cancelled 
yr suspended with respect to any district or place to which it may apply that may he 
deluded in such prohibition. 

17. Every person who shall engage nr attempt to engage ft native for service ns a 
labourer without the limits of t he colony and protectorate, except in accordance with 

provisions of this ordinance, nr who shall employ or allow to bn employed on bis 
tahulf any native under a contract for labour not authorised or permitted by this 
"^dinanoe, shall he guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall be liable on summary conviction 
Jhereof to fine not excluding JGOi. or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
tWq young, 

18. Any person charged with an offence against or a failure to w-mply with the 
ptnytsions of this ordinance, for which no penalty shall have been hereinWfore provided, 
R ha]l on summary conviction thereof be liable to n fine nut exceeding 20b, or in default 
^payment to knpmonment for one month, with or without hard labour. 

19. As Boon os possible alter the arrival at each port in the colony or protectorate 
r> ^ a ship carrying passengers* the master of such Khi|3 shall furnish to thu head officer 
^police at such port 31 statement containing the u&mes of ad I deck passengers on board 
j5 ^ch ship* as well as the mimes of the ports of embarkatinu and destination of each of 
l*Uch deck passengers* 

Any such master failing to comply with the terms of this section will render 
Wst-lf liable to n penalty of 25/. or imp moment with hard labour for a term not 
P®teding three months. 

j. 20* Nothing 133 this ordinance contained shall affect or interfere with the rights or 
Abilitiestjf any party to any contract made hereunder, whether at common law or under 
% ordinance or statute in force for the time being. Provided 31 !ways that no 
P**Son shall be twic<i prosecuted for the same oflenw, 

21. The provieions of “The Supreme Court Ordinance '* and all euactnirni^ 
^tending or amending the same shall apply to proceedings under this ordinance except 
ltl iso far as any provision of this ordinance Is inconsistent therewith. 

22. The governor in council may from time to time, by order* moke regulations for 
te better carrying out of the provisions of Ibis ordinance. 

23. The native labour recruiting for foreign service ordinance is hereby repealed. 

24* Thi« ordinance may be cited ns “The Native Labour (foreign Service) 

finance." 


Scjikiu f,K (A), 


Pt'vmlL 


A.B. of is hereby jieimitted to engage, through iin agent licensed 

r _^ ( |cr this ordinance, from the district (subject to the previsions of tho 

‘•itiv,, la|jour (foreign service) ordinance anv numbi J of native lalminers liui exceeding 
u for service with at > Sneh labotirera to embark 
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This permit to be in force for three months from the date h^eof^ on 
number of labourers shall have been engaged under it at any time uitlmi sucti per | 
and subject to cancellation or suspeitekm according to law. 


Dated this 


day of 


\d 


Colonial Ikcrdarf 


H'Chkdi'le (C). 
Form of Register. 


Schedule (B). 




of 


19 lwtweaW 




Mehorakdum of agreement made this '} tl ? ot 

of for and on bens If ot - . 

(hereinafter called the employer) of the one part, ami each of the poj-tit* *■ ' 
ille" are set out in the J.cdule below (hereinafter called the labourers) of * 

other port 

Subject to the provisions of the native labour {foreign service) ordinance, # 
labourers, and each ofthem severally, hereby agree to serve the ««lV« * 

at for the tern, of months, and to obey all kwtul and ttojg& 

commands of the employer or Ids overseers, or author,sed eonsufe <J, 

whereof and subject as aforesaid the employer agrees with each labourer maW I 
ctinvev him free of cost, whether for transport or maintenance, to Ins plm* »cn^ 

, a „d after his arrival thereat to pay bun wages to the com of the re. 

rate of per diem, together with an adequate daily ration, 

tdtowanoe in 1 ieu thereof at tL rate of l« «'«™ ■ suf * w ^ B 'the 

t„ out- m>'iety thereof monthly at the expiration of each month ol service, an t _ , 

Xr moiety, immediately upon his return to the place of embarkation as herein*! 

provide^ ^ em pl oyBr further agrees to provide each of the said labourers 
reasonable quarters free of cost, and with medicine am) medical attendance whe 
and also wilVin fourteen days after the expiration of tins contract to conv ey ujch ■ f 
said labourers free of cost, whether for transport or maintenance to the place 
whence he lirst embarked for the purpose ot fidfilling this contract. ^ 

In witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their hands, or made their n,ar - 
the day and year first above written. 

Signed by the said employer in the presence ol— 

WtiuCM* 


Name of 
labourer. 

X it H vo of. 

halt- ot 
Contract. 

[Iiiroliori uf 
i '(ititi'act. 

Xauu* uf 
Bmpli yer. 

Plsict* wlitre 
Ci.mlrart is ro h* 
l^rfonnwl. 

X.iCun? 
uf Service. 
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Form of Licence. 

is hereby licensed to recruit lebonrers 

hum muter trie provisions of the native labour (foreign service) ordinance, to any 
jyfeon to whom a permit has been granted under section four uf that nnlimwce. \ bis 
fence shat! continue in force fora period of one year from the date thereof. 


A ll of 
be under the 


, &ofc.—Tills licence does not authorise the holder to recruit labourers otherwise 

provided. *, i. ^ n _* :a vflt * 5 .ft- “ * " 1 1 


i\otr. — Itns licence itoee not authorise the iioicior to rooriui ni'jouren* "nii'i w ir* 
an at the demand of a person holding a permit under section three, arid then only to 
extent specified in such permit, 

Objects o/id Ren sons. 

To make provision for the recruitment of labourers for foreign service, nnd, at the 
time, to prevent slave dealing under the guise of such recruitment. 

J, M, M DUNLOP, Acting Attorwy-tiencml. 



Witness to Marks, 

[ hereby certify that the parties to the witlui, em.tn.oi Mly utldmtond the m* J 
and terms of the aid contract, and entered into the UDK voluntarily and ol their 

lre * wiU+ Palm Magistrate or District Commission^ j 


o 
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WEST AFRICA. [December 30.] 

CONFIDENTIAL. Section 3. 


[53133] No. 1. 

Sir Edimrd Urey to Sir E (Joecheit* 

{Ho. 150, Africa,! 

I ®ir t Forcujn Office* Bewmbtr 30, 1012* 

1 FORWARD herewith, for your Excellency's informal ion, printed copies of a 
letter from the Admiralty and of a despatch from the acting British consul for the 
Spanish^ possessions in the l mlf of Guinea, on the subject of The slave traffic and 
kidnapping of natives known to Lake jjlaw clandestinely on the West African eoast,t 
and would-draw your particular attention to the incident reported by the commander 
(d His Ma ji'Sev'h ship “ Dwarf" as Efttipg occurred in the night of the 9th—tOth 
September at the Spanish island of Elobey. From that officers report it appears that 
, a bo lit midnight a canoe arrived from the shore containing a Togo man of Lome named 
ftans and two native soldiers named Sarpo, a Metidi buy from Sierra Leone, and Jose 
Caatilhmo, a Portuguese citizen from Luanda. These men complained of ill-treatment, 
a nd asked to be taken away from the island* 

Your Excellency should inform the German Government of the evidence given by 
jb;: native Hans, of i/ome, before Lieutenant Strong, and of the action taken by 
Lieutenant Strong ill his case and in that of the two native soldiers. You should also 
^ate in making tins communication that IXis Majesty's Government are asking the 
Spanish Government lo take steps for the protection and release of the British soldiers 
barpo, 

1 am, Ac, 

E. GREY. 


1 Also U> Sir A. Hui-dinjp (\'o, 205. A/ricfl) j.- utati* f-nfandi'*, 
t Admiralty, October 31, and Mr. A. H. Iliiwan, .No. 10, October S3, JtUfc 
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BEST AFRICA. 

*- __ 

I CONFIDENT! At.. 


[Dec^mb^r 30.] 


Section 4, 


53133J 


No, 1. 
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Sir Edward they to Sir M. de Bunsen. 

£2, Africa-) 

Foreign Office December 30, 1912, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 16, Africa, dated the 22nd ultimo, relative 
™ the clandestine slave trathe to Fernando Po, I forward to your Excellency herewith 
^tesof further correspondence with the Colonial Cilice on this subject/ from which 
y^ur Excellency will learn that Mr. Secretary Hkrcourt prefers that representations 
V 1 " ] ld he made directly to the Spanish Government rather than to the local authorities, 
asn quite prepared to concur in this course, and have therefore to request that you 
without delay, bring to the notice of the Spanish Government the information in 
?? possession of His Majesty's Government with regard to the conditions of labour 
^ling in Fernando Po and Elobey, which, according to Acting Consul Harcourt's 
-port of the 3 2th September last, are very near akin to slavery - 

You should explain that the state of things is viewed by His Majesty’s Government 
grave concern,, especially as it involves the liberties of British subjects, and you 
f^uld dwell particularly on the following points :— 

. 1. That His Majesty’s Government cannot allow British subjects to be contracted 

i! ;| h as labourers for the Spanish islands in the Gulf of Guinea, unless proof be 
^mced of the authority granted by the British Colonial Government, under whose 
■aoiction they live, 

2, That it is essential that the Spanish Government should amend the system at 
jj^sent in force in the islands whereby labourers, including British subjects, arc 
^eutracied against their will because there is no at earner available to lake them back 
! their contracts expire. 

a 3. That grave abuses evidently exist in Fernando Po in connection with the use of 
if Cu artel ” for the purpose of extracting forced labour from natives and imported 
. teuaejB against their will. 1 refer especially (1) to the fact that boys complained of 
J y ie ir employers when sent to Santa Isabel are herded in the prison and put to work 
. the streets under the municipal council for an indefinite period, although this is 
trtrary to the regulations actually in force; (2) to the Government regulation 
. H-rrliy any labourer known as f< free/ 1 be., who is not contracted to any employer, is 
^hidden to remain at large, but is first incarcerated and then forcibly recontracted 
1 ^titraeted, as the case may he. 

■ q^ 0Ur Excellency will find ample evidence respecting the conditions in Fernando Po 
^ | r - A. II. Hnrcourt’s report, but I would call your attention to the fact that it is 
-/ked “ Confidential," the reason Wing that he is not in a position to substantiate 
'vhole of Ids statements. 

]j . 'our Excellency should inform the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs that His 
l Jie^ty a Government must ask for the immediate release of all British subjects who 
Hi 6 ^ been kidnapped, fraudulently inveigled to the island, or retained there under 
(j ^gaghmeiits made against their will, ua in the cases described in the reports of 
h Acting British consul; in particular, your Excellency should ask that steps should 
taken by the Spanish Government without delay for the release of the Sierra Leone 
h fchtrpo, and fur his protection while arrangements are being made for his 
PJtSmtiom The Spanish governor at Elobey has no doubt reported the case to bis 
ry^rnmeiit, but you should also furnish them with a copy of the boy’s statement 
N [) ^ Lieutenant and Commander Strong, UN,, on board His Majesty’s ship 
011 t! F ie Hhh September last (Enclosure No* 3 in Mr, Harcourt’s despatch 
^ G(i 0 f the 23rd October, n printed copy of which 1 enclose herewith for convenience 
enCe -'t ' IOLir Excellency might also take an opportunity of mentioning 
JU dy to the Minister for Foreign Affairs tbut His Majesty’s Government know of 

* To Colonial Office. November ft2 (Wfc) i Colonial Office, December I if, 1 a t5313»> 

1 Kuclosure >’a. 3 m Mr. A. R. ilaroourt'i despatch of October 28, ISIS 
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other cases where Kansas natives and labourers from the Gold Coast, British subject* 
have been recruited for Fernando Pu under the impression that they were go m 
Calabar or UgOB, and have subsequently been unable to return. Your Fxcel ern) 
should add that, in the view of His Majesty's Government, these men are in a coming 
of slavery, and should be released without waiting for the fulfilment of engager^ 
extracted from them on false pretences, * 

Finally, you should ask that every facility may be given to the salaried VL ' _ 
consul, who is already on liis way to Fernando Po to succeed Mr. Harcourt, in ^ 
investigation that lie may think proper to undertake in the interests of Brit®* 


subjects* 


I am, &c. 

E. ORE*- 














